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“scar, The hdest land title. 


. Pgittens traded, Fae the first school in the Iowa vlads was 





located on the Lee County shore of the Mississippi, Four- 
teen miles of Lee's shore ere sacred ground in the annals of 
Indian warfare, for within those limits the decision was 
made that culminated in the Black Hawk War. The only allot- 
ment in the United States of a home for the people of mixed 
Indian and white blood was the Half-Breed Tract in Lee 
County. 

The War of Rebellion brought to Lee County its "Little 
Arlington", the only National Cemetery in Iowa. Every form 
of waterway trensportation touched the levees of the "City- 
at-the-Point", the “Gateway” to the Northwest. These, and 
various other phases of the past of Lee County, belong to. 
the historical knowledge we wish our school children to tere. 
The Iowa Writers' Program of the Work Projects Administra- 
tion has given us a Lee County History that presents a true 


picture of its development. 


County Superintendent of Schools, 
Lee County 
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Mes Sent snn corner of 
more than three-fourths of Lee's 

Paeink Rives waves its border on the north, 
on the west, the Des Moines River separates 
om Missouri on the south, and on the east the mighty 
sissippi flows between Iowa and Illinois. 


Geologically Lee County was the starting point for the 
classification of the great series of carboniferous lime- 
Suone throughout the entire Mississippi basin. Here the 
rocks were first defined and described according to modern 
scientific methods. In addition to the rich resources of 
dJimestone, Lee has a little coal, which is stripmined. 
Throughout the county's 520 square milés fertile soil for 
farming abounds, although its hills are so numerous that Lee 
is one of the most scenic counties in Towa. 


That the mound builders were the first people to in- 
habit Lee County is proved by the series of mounds bordering 
the rim of the basin known as Green Bay Bottoms. These 
mounds are oval in shape, two to nine feet in height, from 
15 to 52 feet in diameter and from 30 to 50 feet in length. 
Various relics taken from this group consisted of polished 
Sree wopoliened Stone exes, flints, arrowheads, pieces of 
pottery, and portions of human and animal skeletons. In ad- 
dition to these were remarkable collections of fossils and 
Minerals, including 2,500 of the finest crinoids. 


The Indians, who perhaps came centuries after the mound. 
builders, were the Sac and Fox tribes of the Algonquin fam- 
ily. The Sacs had lived around Montreal, Canada, where they 
had traded with the French. When the British overcame the 
French, the Sacs were forced to Green Bay where they formed 
an alliance with the Fox. 


Our first record of a white mants arrival in Lee County 
is of 1675, when Father Marquette found Indians here, vis- 
ited with them on the banks of the Des Moines River, raised 
a cross, and addressed the Red men regarding the Catholic 
feith. Father Marquette passed on, making no settlement in 
the Iowa Territory, but confining his work to exploration. 
A party of French, under Father Hennepin (a Franciscan friar 
sent out by the famous explorer La Salle) followed. the 
Shores of the Mississippi River touching Lee County in 1680, 
and no doubt paddled up the Des Moines River for some dis- 
tance. 
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A ae of the Military 
west, dispatched It. Zebulon M. Fike 
kosttnet up the Mississippi River to select a 
tary post somewhere betveen St. Louis and 






; 7 "3 fait 
Rediris Chien, Wisconsin. Lieutenant Pike made several 
stops along the shores, holding friendly councils with the 
Indians in an effort to pave the way for future trade rela- 
tions. The location he recommended was a high but compara- 
tively level bluff, 40 miles above the rapids of the Des 
- Moines, now Crapo Perk é6t Burlington. 
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When Lt. Alpha Kingsley and a company of the First 
United States Infantry were detsiled for the actual con- 
struction of the fort three years later, they landed, eitner 
by chance or miscalculation, et a point only ten miles above 
(ie Tapius, oO miles from Pike's chosen site, and camped be- 
Side a spring of good water. Lisutenant Fingsléy decided to 
build the fort at this plece which he called *Belle Vue™ be- 
cause of its commanding outlook over the river, and reported 
tO his Superiors that no site would be found more healthy, 
Or more adventageous for Indian trade. Enthusiastic over 
his discovery, he comnletely overlooked the military dis- 
advantages -- the ravines which would afford protection for 
lurking Indians and the bluffs from which attacks could be 
launched on the fort below. 


When the Indisna of the region saw the smoke of camp 
fires and heard the ring of axes biting into wood, they were 
much disturbed. According to a treaty negotiated with the 
mec ona Foro” “by Gove, William Henry Harrison at St. Louis 
in 1804, the Red men had ceded millions of acres in Missouri, 
iilinois, end Wisconsin to the United States, and in return 
were grented the cancellation of debts incurred for clothing 
end supplies. Therefore when Kingsley and his men landed 
from their boats in September 1808, and began cutting . the 
timber to build a settlement of cabins, their action was a 
shock to the Indians,wha regerded them as usurpers. 


Fesring stealthy attacks by vengeful natives, they kept 
their weapons close beside them while they set about erect-, 
ing log fortifications. Warned by British traders who re- 

Sented American competition in the Mississippi Valley, and 
stirred by subtle propsgzerds, Chief Black Hawk and his Sac 
and Fox tribesmen watched unhappily and complained, as Black 
Hewk noted in his AMOUR NG ASTANA "The whole party acted as\ 
they would in an enemy's country.” The Indians requested i 
the soldiers to quit their construction work and go down, 
the river again. 
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Moine f 
hnson, scaerad ‘business | 
5715.99. On March 28, 1809 
cos t he’ nad on hand 710 pounds of 
at $2 per pound; 1,353 muskrat skins, valued 
each; a bundle of ‘shaved deerskins -- 25,021 
ds, amounting altogether to $6,255.25; 3,000 deerskins 
1 the hair," valued at $601.20; 20 first quelity bearskins, 
een S50; 44 second quality bearskins #44: 176 otterskins, 
at $2; 100 pounds of beeswax, at 20 cents per pound; and 968 
pounds of tallow, at 12% cents per pound . 


Kingsley was careful to locete Le Moine factory outside 
the Stockade, so thet the Indians would have no excuse for 
reguesting entrance into the fort proper. But the Red men 
Saw through the stretegy, and spent the winter scheming to 
circumvent it. They pretended great friendliness to the 
garrison, even offering to dence before the assembled sol- 
diers inside the fort. 


While the men were relaxed and off guard, the Indians 
planned to fall upon them suddeniy and massacre them with 
weapons concesled beneath their robes and blankets. Whether 
née fuse really would have succeeded no one knows, for it 
was betrayed to the garrison by a friendly Indian, some au-. 
thorities say by 4 young woman who wes in love with Lieuten- 
ant Kingsley. 


All winter long the soldiers hed been cutting and haul- 
ing stout oak logs. In the early spring they rushed to com- 
plete the buildings and surround themwith a five-sided 
Stockade of 1l@ by 18-inch white oak pickets, to stand nearly 
15 fest high. Two of the three blockhouses commanded cor- 
ners at the points of the inclosure nearest the river. The 
garrison moved in on April 14, 1809, and Lieutenant Kingsley 
named the post Fort Madison in honor of the recently ineugu- 
rated President of the United States. 


Kingsley wrote the ‘iar Department on April 19, 1809, 
regarding his warning of the massacre the Indians had pilan- 
ned: “Upon receiving this information (his warning) I made 
every possible exertion to erect blockhouses. and plant my 
pickets; this we did in two weeks (lying on our arms during 
the night) and took quarters in the new fort on the 14th 
inst. Being tolesrebly secure against an attack, we have 
been able to get a little rest, and ere now making prepera- 
tions for the safety and defense of this establishment." 
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bC 0 ce Asti | 
sion for his war- 
fort. The Indi- 





8 
ot the 

lawk in front of the entrance to 
€ ome of them began to sway in dencing 
In as Lie gate | swung open. Squarely in the aperture 
9d a six-pound cannon, and — even while the plotters fell 
1s astounded, a soldicr ran out with a lighted flare, to 
Set it off. Other ermed men rushed out of the garrison, end 
sso% startled Indians hestily retreeted to their camp. Chief 
Pashepaho got ae stern reprimand from Lieutenant Kingsley, 
and the plotters soon quit the vicinity. Afterwerds 
Pashepaho was permitted to proceed unmolested WER the 
yo: “others tp Rock Island. 


Captain Horatio Sterk, transferred north from Fort 
Adams, Mississippi, took command of Fort Madison August 24, 
i809, relieving Lieutenant Kingsley. At that time the gar- 
rison consisted of 81 officers and men with seven additional 
persons in the factory department -- an average maintained 
during the following three years of comparative quiet. 


With the approach of the War of 181@ the Indians, in- 
Cited by the. British BoEreors end traders who hoped to mo- 
nopolize the northern Mississippi region, again publicly 
demonstrated their ee ity, Only Fort Madison remained as 
ta DuiWark on the west of the Mississippi between the “enemy” 
and St. Louis, and the United States Government was then 
Considering abandoning this outpost fort. 


Lieutenant Thomas Hamilton, who succeeded Captain Sterk 
as #ommanding officer in September 1812, feced a tense situ- 
ation. The surrounding Indians' smouldering hatred flared 
to the point of an attack on September 5, when a prospective 
settler named Graham ventured ashore from the Nississippi 

and sought sanctuary in the fort. Two hundred wWinnebagoes 

flung themselves against the stockade, but made no progress 
and killed only one man, Private John Cox, whom they caught 

outside the barrier. Te was murdered and his scalp swung 

from en Indian belt. 


The next morning the Indians burned Graham's boat and 
two belonging to the fort, destroyed grain and livestock, 
and ettempted to fire the fort itself by shooting flaming 

arrows into the roofs and by throwing lighted timbers down 
from the surrounding bluffs. Several blazes were started 
but gqg“uickly put out with water shot by the soldiers from 
syringes contrived from their long gunbarrels. It wes trag- 
ically evident, though, that the ravines and bluffs, natural 
allies of the Indians, were a deadly handicap to the garrison. 
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. A Dea cake 
rt ree compe’ "Yeson, Superintendent 
iian Trade, set — an peg fi eee of 5,000 on the loss -- 
0 in ding aaverte and labor, 60 packs of peltries, 
h $30 ‘per pack, 1,800, 120 beerskins, $120, and miscel- 
-laneous epiaties to the value of 5250. 


The Tei ane lurked as a menace through many months of 
Peeseoe (oo, eravin the-sumier of 1815 laid ective siege to 
Pore Madieon. Vivid details of this neriod and the final 
"Ghevter of the fort's history were jotted inthe diary of 
Corporal Harding, a record kept at the request of his sweet- 
heert back in Fennsylvanie. Excerpts from the period cover- 
one July G through September 5, 1813,offer a vivid picture. 


"July @.=- The Indians are growing restless, and most 
Gresded news -=- thet Bleck Hawk, the werrior chief, has 
g01mead forces With the English. Keokuk still remains 
Poe eay sem 2eads a Considerable faction, but he has never. 
Den she following of war-tried men that Black Hawk has. It 
Garver y Ominous: for Us.aes 


"July 9. == We ave had trouble yesterday, and are 
Preeu.y Slarmed, Two of our soldiers had gone for water 
down at the spring, when they were suddenly shot from ambush. 
Poe Menvere smone-our best soldiers, and our hearts were 
very heavy. It seems to me that this fort is built in the 
wrong place. I believe thet the idea of Belle Vue (the ori- 
ginal name), haunted the builders rather than its present 
Remeg sor, Medison. The spring is close to the river, and 
is surrounded with gullies and ravines, where the Indiens 
Can ambush and prevent us from obtaining water.... 


MUUlyY 14_y == All our work gone for nothing. Corporel 
smith and two privates were detailed to guard the blockhouse 
PY the Spring. Whether ‘they were cereless, we. will never 
know, but they were outside in the moonlizht, SMOKING. .cseee 
The Indians suddenlv sprang on them end the men tried to re- 
Zain the blockhouse One wily savege thrust his spear in 
the opening, before “they could shut the door, they forced 
ewer Was | Open, end in ten minutes the three were 
dead -- worse than dead. 


“July 18. =-- Our food is low and our ammunition worse. 
we dere not shoot game for fear of wasting our bullets, and 
our diet is restricted in consequence. Lieut. Hamilton 
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| eee" cv aetea rho ~e dare not 
1 yet for almost a month, we have heerd 
& No message has come from St. Louis, 
ndecidec whether our messenger reached there. I 


. Pa cbiae 268. -- We @ére desperate. The sevages are et- 
meee eee ns «(ins Oye et1 Oy, reeuler siege. “here is our aid 
ae Prom St. Louis? ‘ 


“August S61. -- I have not slept for two nights. The' 
warwhoop sounds constantly and we ere on our feet night and 
day. The Indians have become very expert and shoot through 
the loopholes. Our provisions are very low, our ammunition 
almost exhausted. Ada must come ouickly, or we will have to 
abandon this spot we fought so hard to keép. 


“Seprember 1. -- The die is cast. As -..soon as 8s trench 
ee ee Wik besve this Tort and eo down thé river. 
ele Poave fave been saetely suerded, and now we will. have to 

Sees ene. Only a hendrul of corn meal to today's food. Our 
Pert son 16 much reduced, and we have but 30 ablebodied men. 


wSeptember 2. -- Lieut. Hamilton was wounded today, and 
Soe La Tee onsibie Tor the carrying out of our piens. We 
Work e@il the time, end the trench is nesr completion. Only 
eo men can work and they must tate turns guarding the block- 


nouse. 

"September 3S. -~ Tonight we shall leave this place -- 
this Belle Vue, which hss been the grave of so many brave 
men, 

"Sevvemper 5. -- Afloat on the broad river -- bound for 
St. Louis -- beaten and defeated. Shall I tell you now we 


tett?, AS S000, 8S Lt was dark, on the nigh or . September S., 
the men cerried the wounded through the trench to the open 
ilstbosts, which were all we had. Then they all embarked 
end’ £ weited to fire the forts -—- we dered not leave then 
‘Tor the,foe. When the last man was safely on the boats, I 
TOOM Ane torch end set fire to the building and left sadly 
ana Tumbly. Yet my blood was fired with the weirdness of it 
all. The flemes licking the homes of the breve frontier 
guard, the silent trees vaving a requiem, the river lapping 
@ sorrow-song, and the we rwhoop SourneGing wildly im the dark, 

echoed from shore to shore. ‘ve were going, but we will come | 
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- it is forever the place where his 
aie. To°us’ it- Le Fort Medison, the 
e of that wave, which cannot be repelled." 











ae “mr Becith a geners tion later, in 1654, Des Moines and 
‘iin Heute counties were established, embrecing what was later 
-—see and several other Tova courties. In 1835, when Lee 
County was: still part of the Wisconsin Territory, Lt. Albert 
M. Lea, leeding a perty of dragoons through the Iowa country, 
Wrote a glowing account of his explorations snd observations 
ana Of making” the first survey of the Des Moines Rapids. 
Lieutenant Lee slept in the same roomwhere Starr drew up 
the bill naming Lee County, and wrote thet "in consideretion 
Ol My ‘Heving mapped, described, and mamed the area now 
Known as Tova and Minnesota," the "Lea" name was put down 
Peneewe lire) County, Lee. His account continues, "It 1s 
6esy to see Now the transcribing clerks changed the svelling, 
moun, Mode ol “spelling with’ the final “a” wes unusual; and 
ae Ldiseppesred mainly from that theater and Captain Lee 
(Robert H.) had come upon it, the name neturally was at- 
Brcouited to him: 


On December 7, 1836, Des Moines County was subdivided 
Paeopeeise) Geverate districts, one of which was named Lee 
Peunoy, Dou With indefinite boundaries. These lines were 
later re-esteblished by the Iowa Territorial Legisleture, in 
an act epproved January 23, 1839. 
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3 ahs began to move into aiishaaktern 
€ nee es of the nineteenth century they 
zed sgn inthe primeval forests skirting the 
iks the = ‘Mississippi River an old apple orchard, . The 
Mi hea? already reached maturity and meny of them had fal- 
Tax into decay: some hed been toppled over by storms, and 
_ second growth saplings were springing up sbout their roots. 











Pi “ 


Who had planted the apple trees? Surely not the Indi- 
ans. Evidently some white men, years before, when they hed 
sought to found a permanent home in the wilderness; had 
plented these trees, but had failed to establish themselves. 


sib This ownership of Iowa land was hazarded by Louis 
Honore Tesson, the son of a French Canadian tailor who lived 
in St. Louis. He voyaged up and down the Mississippi, 
traded with the Indians, and finally laid claim.to a beauti- 
ful level terrece of second bottom land, fertile and pic- 
turesque. A high prominence et the rear efforded a magnifi- 
Cent view of the river for miles in either direction, while 
below was an excellent landing for boats. Lying about mid- 
way between the Spanish mines (Dubuque) and the seat of gcv- 
ernment at St. Louis, the place gave abundant promise for 
treding for there was a large: Sac village on the Iowa side 
at the heed of the rapids. Moreover, the position at the 
head of the rapids was strategic es the beginning or end of 
a long portage. 


Tesson approached the Spanish Government and his pro- 
posal to esteblish a trading post was favorably received. 
On Merch 50, 1799, he received permission from Zenon Trudeau, 
Lieutenant Governor of the province of upper Louisiana, to 
make a settlement upon 7,056 arpents of land. The privilege 
was conditioned on Tesson's using his influence to bring the 
Indians under subjection of Spain. He was also to plant 
trees and sow seeds, to instruct the Indians in the art of 
agriculture, and to spread the tenets of the Catholic faith. 


Purchasing “supplies in St. Louis, largely on <-arécair, 
and obtaining about a hundred seedling apple trees of sev- 
eral varieties at St. Charles, he proceeded on his northwerd 
journey, transporting the trees, it is said, on pack mules. 

His family may have accompanied him on this trip. It is re- 
Corded thet he married Theresa Creely in 1788, and that a 
son was born in St. Louis about 1790. 


Sometime in the summer of 1799 Tesson reached the site 
of his land grant. There he erected buildings, built some 
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lts, and baubles. Life « ic Bi pe ringe ae civilization was 
_ eget Dubuque ard, and other itinerant trad- 


“5 ie sopped on) ee. way to St. Louis. There was, 
ver, plenty 










howe of excitement when the ice went out of the 


river, when the flood waters rose, and when the Indians went 
on the warpeth. Food wes not his worst problem, for the 
river teemed with delicious fish, and geme was abundant. 
guail, prairie chickens, turkey, end deer were commonplace. 
Wild i lensncnsna i gig blsckberries, and grapes veried the menu 
While the apple trees were too young to bear. 


Tesson seems to have been lacking in tact and business 
ability, however. He incurred the enmity of some of the In- 
dieéns end wes no match for the shrewd British traders. Ilis 
trading operations failed, end he fell deeply into debt at 
St. Louis. After four years of patience and forbeserance on 
the pert of his creditors, all of his property was attached. 
The property was sold for the benefit of the creditors at 
the door of the perish church in St. Louis. The auction oc- 
curred in customary form at “the conclusion of high Mass, 
the people coming out in great number, after due notice 
Siven by the public crier of the town in a high and intelli- 
Bible voice, on three successive ate May ile _y,40. 
£E06e7.¢0n the first aap tonly £25 was bid; on the second, 
$50; on the third, the las BA toa caticn, 4100; and subse- 
quently, £150 by Josenh eee: 


Robidaux permitted Tesson to reniain on the tract for 
some time thereafter. It is not known whether Tesson was 
finally ejected from the land or whether he left of his own 
accord. 


In the year 1834 the original Fort Des Moines was es- 
tablished by the United States Government on the Tesson 
g@rent, the buildings of the fort just north of the old apple 
orchard. At that time, evidence of a former settlement wac 
there, and the old orchard of apple trees was a positiv:> 
landmark. Several trees were beering fruit, though it wes 
Terry eorcdinery in .Guelity. The. [Indians in the vicinity 
gathered the green epples so that none ever ripened. Chin- 
ney ruins and adobe remains on the same ground showed that 
someone hsd made a permanent settlement there. 


During the three years the fort was maintained, a nin- 
ber of men illustrious in the history of Iowa end the Nation 
were there. The three companies of United States Dragoons, 
which constituted the garrison, were commamied by Stephen W. 
Kesrney, famous western explorer. Albert M. Lea, in command 
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“eile Tig 1837, “Lt. Robert E. 
’ Department to survey the Des 
ississippi for the purpose of making 
owara 7a ‘improvement of the navigation of 


During the same year, 1837, when Fort Des Moines was 
abendoned, the town of Montrose was laid out by D. W. Fil- 

| bourne on the site of the old apple orchard. Unfortunetely 
“ for Kilbourne, however, he failed to secure & perfect title 

: _to the land before beginning his operations, and the heirs 
of Thomas Riddick brought suit against him for possession. 
During the trial Kilbourne sought to discredit Tesson and 
his activities altogether, bringing as a witness the Indian 
Red Bird, who claimed that he himself hed plented the apple 
trees and that Tesson wes an imposter and a “che-wal-is-ki"™ 
(a rascal), who had never bought an acre of ground. Red 
Bird's story was in part substantieted by Black Hawk but the 
Court Upnela the Tesson title to the land, giving the Rid- 
dick heirs possession. The Sit eventually found its way 
to the Supreme Court of th United Sta tes, which effirmsd 
the decisions or tne Lower ely 


As the town of Montrose developed, the Riddick heirs 
disposed of their inheritence to various people. The old 
Orchard site at last came into yvossession of George B. Den- 
hison who, in 1874, conveyed the plot to the town of Mont- 
rose, to be held in trust for the Old Settlers' Association. 
None of the trees survived. The last one is seid to have 
died or disappesred more than half a century ago. 


Lying opposite the historic town of Nauvoo, Illinois, 
Montrose was the starting point of the Mormon journey across 
iowa toward Utah when the people of that sect fled from fre- 
Beeroue Derseecucion in [llinois in 1846. Awmerker was 
erected in Montrose at the starting point of the westward 
trail. | 


To mark the site of the old apple orchard at Montrose, 
a tablet placed on a great boulder was unveiled in the Mont- 
rose schoolyard August 16, 1930. The program included 8 
historical pageant by the Montrose women's Civic Club. The 
Site of Tesson's orcherd was near the foot of Bluff Park 
Hill and wes submerged by the waters of Lake Keokuk when tre 
dam was completed and the waters released. The inscription 
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@, with an estimated weight of 30 tons, It was uprooted 
fron’ San Little's farm on Sneke Den Roed, south of Pontoosuk. 
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white-topped emigrant 
-- ¢ , Milwaukee, or any point in 
as can’ all but impassable barrier. 








Ree ea rh be unpacked and taken to pieces end their 
divided, Then the teams had to be unharnessed or un- 
and made to swim, horses led by the halter and oxen by 
ot horns, at the side of a canoe. Imegine the impatience 
Brive when 12 or more emigrant wagons stood in line on the Illi- 
~~ nois shore, waiting to be ferried over -- the haste to get 
| the wagons: "unloaded and taken to pieces, the long, disheart- 
ening wait while the entire freight was being trensported 
bit by bit, and none too safely. 










The first flatboat ferry to haul whole families and 
eis tosis’ 4b once to Iowa was at Keokuk, for the early 
ee Ulere Ol ene) helfeBreed Tracts The crossing under the 
best conditions required an hour or more, but as early as 
1841, the brawn of man began to be replaced. A paper pub- 
lished in Bloomington (Muscatine) in 1841 tells us, "A new 
boat, propelled by horse power, hes lately been placed upon 

-the river for the accommodation of the ferry; and - though 
Heavily tiadeyveall of ereen oak, and clumsy in its exterior, 
it swims like a swan and will cross in eight minutes with. 
ease and safety.” Eight minutes -- how those drivers 
shouted! 


but 9Ghe, shouting ended in 1852, with the coming of 
steam. Regular trips were made every hour, sometimes every 
15 minutes; and crossings now took only five minutes. A 
tremendous leap in carrying capacity went with the steamers, 
increasing the real speed of travel. The crude flat boat, 
Capable of carrying a single wagon and team, had now grown 
eoreseipantic SifeiriGheticould cerry: 18 or more teams at 
once and could load on whole trains of wagons. Money was 
scarce, and ferry fees were often paid in goods -- chiefly 
Seeigoror) raw woolwe Here is\;one table of ):ferriage rates 
thet shows how prices ran. 


footman & .18-3/4 
man and horse on) 

one horse and driver wo 

two horses, vehicle and driver 10 
each additional horse or mule .18-3/4 
meat cattle, per head (Lee 
sheep or hogs, per head 05 
freight per hundred 62. 
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While the ferries of the early days rendered practical- 
ly the seme public service thet the bridges do today, they 
were usually established for private profit. +Butvthe tree 
public ferry was not wholly unknown. At the extra session 
of the First General assembly the mayor and the aldermen of 
Fort Madison were authorized to provide for "The. free car: - 
Peers, ecroes the Mississippi River for one year, of.4ll1 per- 
sons with their property coming to Fort Madison for the pur- 
pose of trading with its inhabitants, and bringing marketing 
@na produce to the place,” 


The Mississippi River wes the only adecuate route for 
ee ort, ena 202 Waters were closed by ice three months of 
the year. The principal markets to which products could be 
Shipped and from which grocery supplies, farm implements, 
and mill machinery could be conveniently obtained were St. 
Louis and New Orleans, Furcheses of hardware and dry goods 
Were made largely in New York and shipped by sea to New 
Orleans and thence up the Mississippi. The other transpor- 
tation routes were (1) New York via Philedelphia, Pittsburgh, 
and the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, (2) New York via Buf- 
falo, the Great Lakes, and the Wisconsin, Fox, and Missis- 
Papo he Pivers, By either of) these routes ' goods could be 
transported from New York to Keokuk in about 24 to . 30 days 
Praveti about the seme cost, thet is, at from $3.25 -to *5.25 
per hundred weight. 


As early as 1839 there was a continuous line of steam- 
boats running from Dubuque via New Orlesns and New York, to 
Liverpool and Bristol, England. The steambost register of 
Keokuk shows that from March 14, 1841,to April 15, 1841, 36 
boats arrived. Indeed, this traffic erew So rapidly that in 
1844, 450 steamboats were employed in navigating the Missis- 
Sippl. 


On the upper Mississippi were two rapids, which, when 
the river was in its lowest stages, seriously meneced navi- 
gation, They were known as the Upper or Rock Rapids above 
Rock Island and the lower or Des Moines rapids, situated a 
short distance above the mouth of the Des Moines River be- 
tween Keokuk and Montrose. Of the two the Des Moines rapids 
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Bad Tank | 
of rapids, and 

‘or town sites. These 
‘eokuk, became more valuable 
ts hed "to unload for lighter- 








me Be ore "Low tees was reached the steamboat com- 
i rae were eccustomed to arrange the boats above end below 
the rapids, eccording to size and draught -- those of deeper 
draught below and the lighter ones above in order to take 
advantage of the shallower water of the Upper Mississippi. 
The “yery low stage" wes too low for even the lighters to 
operate which meant thet freight had to be trensported 
around the rapids on land. In the earlier years of overland 
portage the freight was carried along the riverbank on the 
backs of men or burros, while the passengers walked; but 
after roads were built,. four end six-horse wagons were em-— 
ployed for freight while the pessengers rode in handsome 
_Stegecoaches. Still later the construction of a railroad 
again altered the method of portege. 


The lighters were manned by experienced crews, general- 
ly consisting of three men -- two oarsmen, one On each side, 
and @ third, called a “gauger," who manipulated the.sweep- 
Osr at the stern 2s on lumber and log rafts. In addition, a 
special rapids pilot wes in charge. 


Running the Des Moines Repids was risky business and 
scarcely a day passed without some nerrow escape on the 
Tocks, ana Major accidents occurred all too frequently. In 
1828 the Mexico struck Steamboat Rock but managed to navi- 
gate 2s far es Nashville where she keeled over, and remained 
a wreck for 40 years. The Mechanic and the West Newton met 
a Similer fate on Mechanic's Rock. Many a proud = packet had 
been “hung-up" on the rocks of the rapids and been floated 
off by sinking a lighter barge on each side, fastening them 
securely to the vessel, plugging the holes in the sunken 
barges, and then pumping out the water. 


In the fall when traffic was heaviest and the river was 
low, it was no uncommon sisht to see from 15 to 20 paletial 
steamboats lined up at the wharves, both at Keokuk and Mont- 
rose, awaiting their turn to be lightered over the rapids. 
‘Ali these boats with their lights, their. crowds, and their 
MusiGyspresented @ brilliant spectacle. The hustle and ex- 
citer rent of transferring the passengers,of loading and un- 
loading the freight, and of "wooding-up" the boets gave vi- 
brant life to the scene. When the river development wes at 
its peak in the early i rt the average annusl cost of 
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ie.) the southlend, freed from the sorrows of slavery, yet with 


ie a ie a am ‘Keokuk while thee Woes were 
- lightered, and play and sing the old planta- 
Ss until after midnight. They were fresh from 








the old life so vivid in consciousness that they seng on the 
banks of Montrose and Keokuk with heerts full of eat memo- 
Ties and new inspiration. 


Staunch though the lighter boats ~were, they endured 
such rough usage that two shipyards were kept busy at Mont- 
Seeew ee revar ena buaid “them. In the course of time, as 
commerce on the upper river increased, there sprang up a de- 
mand for speedier and cheaper means of transportation over 
or around the Des Moines Rapids. Railroads were rapidly 
pushing westward, and a company was organized to build af 
tine between Montrose and Keokuk. This road, built in 1855, 
started carrying freight around the rapids the following 
VOar « 


Peori ates LoCcomocive in Keokuk, the Jd. K. Hornish, was 
brought over from Quincy, Illinois, on a barge, in August of 
1856. (This road was taken over in 1870 by the Chicago, 
Burlington and Quincy Railroad.) The coming of the railroad 
caused great consternation smong the lightermen of Keokuk 
and Montrose for they realized that the whistle of the loco- 
motive sounded the end of their occupation... It changed, in 
tact, the whole life of those towns. Much to the relief of 
the public, the railroad lowered the lighterage charge of 
DU Cents & ton, between & third and a fifth of what it had 
Deen, The Hone Brothers, however, calmly continued to op- 
erate their tow boats until the Government canal was opened 
in 1877. Thet put an end to the lightering of steamboats 
over the Des Moines Rapids, and a once flourishing industry 
lives only in the memory of the older inhabitants. 


Although the lumber for the first frame houses in the 
river towns of Iowa may have been imported from Ohio and 
Indiana sawmills, by the year 1839 the first log rafts from 
the pineries of Wisconsin came floating down the Mississippi, - 


The» erews of strong, resourceful, unsheven, ex-keel-, 
boatmen, upon whom depended the safe delivery of the rafts, 
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eto fewer hpaet lecked the 

esigned to tow long rafts down- 

sd no swinging gangplanks. Long after 

ty 1 | for the packets, the rafters still de- 

on | rosene lanterns on deck and lamps in the cabins, 
many years the headlight alone was electric. 







Sayeed navigating the rapids of the river, smaller light- 
draught steamers were used to take the rafts over in sec- 
tions, replacing the clumsy sweeps for guiding the bows of 


The Rambo, Pisco, rene 0., J96 Lone, and Wild Boy were 
among the first "bow boasts.” 


Outstanding among the many raft boats that appeered 
Oyon Gie Tiver in a period of 60 years were the Kit Carson, 
Van Sant, Last Chance, EAE Jonethan, goa Eclipse. Going 
Net County shore. Only the low throb of the engines, the 
slow motion of the wheel es it churned the water, the faint 
jingle of the boat bells, and the long line of smoke trail- 
Phe tes Ly Penning oF driiting , across the bluffs of Keokuk 
indicated the progress of this water caravan. 


Be 2oe. Telcea, Loaded wath huge cribs of lumber ,were 
Often hundreds of feet long -- some of the largest exceeding 
eeu Peeu in leneth and 250 in width. In May 1902, Capt. 
George Winans brought down from Stillwater, Minnesota, the 
largest lumber reft that ever traveled the Mississippi. It 
contained 14,000,000 feet of lumber -- 11,000,000 feet in 
the rart proper and 3,000,000 of top loading. The raft was 
1,715 feet (one third of a mile) long and 237 feet wide. It 
would have filled a train over ten miles long. In the river, 
Water-soaked, the raft and its top losding weighed about 
o6 ,» 000,900 pounds or £8,000 tons. The lumber was .worth 
&210, 000. There were 23 men inthe rafting expedition -- 
boat crews, raftsmen and officers. 


The actual traveling. time of the big .raft between 
Stillwater and St. Louis was 40 deys. When it reached St, 
‘Louis it contained less than 2,000,000 feet of lumber, the 
rest of it having been delivered along the river. Great. 
sections were left at Burlington, Keokuk, and other Iowa 
towns. 
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“year. ieee 

x 505 , Minnesota, 
As the petting industry 
> lumber — eapanicd owned and op- 
it smaller companies depended upon 
ste sa 6 companies: end the free lance captains. 
Mag fas’ of Fort Medison were the first mill men 
an ring logs” from the forests of Minnesota and Wisconsin 
© down the river by reft steambost, to be manufactured into 
lumber. The steamer Sam Atlee was the first raft boat on 
the Mississippi to have ean electric headlight. he last 


a reft on the Mississippi was towed by the Atlee steamers 
Ottumwa Belle and Fetnfinder, and wés brought down the river 
eae hel 


The rafting business grew to immense proportions, 
reaching its height about 1890. With the disappeerance of 
=eae Torésts ena the rait bosts, most of the sawmills along 
the river also disappeared. Many of the buildings were torn 
down, the mechinery taken out and the site occupied by some 
new industry. But along the riverbank an inquisitive 
SurOLLer may still uncover pert of a heavy timber, a rusted 
Spike, the link of an old log chain, or the trace of sluice 
Weves -- all that remeins as evidence of the once great 
Tre. 1i¢0 in logs. 


During the ten years before the Civil “ar the steamboat 
had come to its finest development and was a sort of float- 
ing hotel and warehouse that resounded vith life and music 
and color. The captains painted their paddle boxes with the 
names of: the boats on a background of a brilliant sunburst 
with erey eagles, or golden eagles, wer eagles, or spread 
eegles. The Minnesota's paddle box carried the stete's coat 
of arms; the Minnesota Belle had the picture of a buxom maid 
With a bundle of wheat anda reaping hook; the General 
Brooke end the Phil Sheridan carried: enormous portraits of 
their neamesakes. Others had their cabins blazing gt ae age Sl 
paintings, many of which were symbolic warnings to travelers 
against strong drink. 








When a new steamboat was launched there was no: breaking 
of a bottle of champagne over its bow, but honor to the oc~- 
casion was fully and effectivelv done. It was customary for 

f ‘the builder to prepare @ barrel of eggnog heavily laced with 
Whiskey end set it ina convenient place, with tin cups 
PrOumneat, 2or the Iree _ disposel of the crowd. Instead of 
pouring a libation into the river, they poured it into them- 
selves where they felt it would do the most good. 
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} ‘The ele ae life attracted a class of peovle who were 
frowned upon by the stern moralists of the dey, and shortly 
before the Civil Wer their unpopularity was so great that 
they were driven from the river. After the Civil Wer, how- 
ever, they rose up egain and flourished richly during the 
seventies and eighties, when they began to thin down until 
@radually they were oniy a few, and those few stopped only 
at the hamlets. Aniong the troups that visited Keokuk and 
POreWecgieon Were; Carl Wagner’s Ministrels; Stonest River 
UleGise >. OUrsesuic Opera Troupe, and Lord's Dramatic. Club, 
portrayers of Mother's Dying Child and OQur American Cousin. 

wee she Banjo carried a noted Negro minstrei’ troupe. 


Often the showboats and their performers~had "sheriff 
Sree," ord Were stranded for not meeting their expenses. 
in one instance the Ginsie, « steamboat conveying J. A. Wal- 
face*s” Great Palace | Circus, Wee -fseized)at Keokuk by’ the 
United Stetes Marshal for fsilure to pay debts. The poor 
Wrelgores were iTorced to continue playing their acts for a 
Pew more Weeks, and the children of Keokuk, unable to see 
tee Nearveches Over wuUnpeid bills, enjoyed the show for a’ 

“while longer. 


The Rapids Canal 


Along the lJIowa shore, between Keokuk and Montrose,’ 
there lies buried beneath the waters of Lake Keokuk an en-- 
gineering work of magnificent accomplishment. The Missis- 
Sippi Rapids canal was for more than a third of a century a 
waterway of considerable economic importance to the people 
of the entire upper Mississippi Valley. 


The lightermen, rough, tough, and ready, did their work 
well, but Lee County was not to go on doing things the hard 
way forever. Agitation for the improvement of the channel 
over the ravids whereby the river traffic might be carried 
on unimpeded was begun as early as 1830. The first official 
investigation was m&éde by Robert E. Lee, then a young lieu- 
tenant, who was directed by the War Department to make a de- 
tailed survey of the Des Moines Rapids of the Mississippi. 
As the result of his investigation, Lieutenant Lee proposed 
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Gov. Ansel Briggs approved en act of 
: Assembly of Iowa authorizing the Naviga- 
lic Company of the “Mississippi Rapids" to 
right-of-way for a canal around the lower rapids 


acquire a4 1 
a the Mississippi River. 


In 1852 an appropriation was secured for the National 
Government to "blow out the channel" sfter the fashion rec- 
Ollended by Lieutenant Lee. This work, however, proved . dis- 
heartening, and the appropriation entirely inadequate. Dur- 
ing the summer of 1866 a new survey was taken of the rapids, 
Which resulted in the proposal thet a lock canal be built 
along the Iowa shore. Congress authorized the project, 
Merch 1667, to be under the supervision of the War Depart- 
ment, and work was begun the following October. The plans 
called for the construction of a canal slong the river from 
Nashville (now Galland) to Keokuk by building a guard bank 
three or four hundred feet from the shore end excavating the 
Onannel thus Tormed to a depth sufficient to provide five 
feet of water at the extreme low stage of, the river. One of 
hietoey Gitticult tasks in the construction of the canal 
was the excavation of the rocky channel inside the guard 
bank, Hlectrically discharged dynamite for blesting beneath 
the surface of the water had not yet been introduced, so 
tinea common black powder had to be used. When the river 
embankment, composed of stone and -arth, was completed the 
wall was ten feet wide on top and about 20 feet high. The 
locks, each 320 feet long and 80 feet wide, were constructed 
of the best magnesium limestone laid in hydraulic cement. 
The mechanism for opening and closing the gates and wickets 
was controlled by hydraulic pressure furnished by pumping 
engines. 


Between one and two thousand men were employed in 
Duilding the canal. Many of the men were Swedes that had 
Jast “arrived from the old country, the rest were Irish. 
They lived in shanties along the riverbank between Keokuk 
and Montrose. Drinking was rampant. There were nearly as 
many saloons as other business houses. 


The Building of the Des Moines canal, for the time in 
which it was executed, was an engineering feat compared by 
some to the construction of the Panama Canal. Modern ma- 
Chinery was almost unknown. As many as 50 men were required 
to do the work of a single steam shovel. High water often 
interiered with the work. In April 1870, construction had 
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Sen years 
d, on October 8, 
fic. The locks were com- 
the, “canal was finished, but 
2, 1877, the steamboat Montana pessed 
“a i grin Font Madison, and that evening, 
it: lic officials, newspaper representatives, 
nent personeges, she led the Northwestern, the 
mye en I é, and the Cricket from Keokuk to the head of the 
_ @anal end bésck. On shore a Burlington excursion train ac- 
companied the flotilla. The band played, speeches were made, 
canal officiais were feted, and enthusiesm ran high. 
















The canal teemed with packets, refts, and excursion 
Steamers, but river transportation hed reached its peak be- 
fore the canal was begun and was now repidly declining. 


| Hor 65 years the canal remeined in operation. Then, 
Gutie oe second week of June 1915, the flood gates of the 
new Keokuk Dam were closed andthe weters of Leke Keokuk 
flowed over the old canal. No vestige remained visible save 
fOr @ few feet of the inner abutment of the lower lock, 
which housed the well to shelter the autometic apvaratus for 
mecording *the(stage|of the river. 
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he Red men dag re Boner Meat Gel tot Yel- 
as usually been considered to belong to the 
bs noi 8, this war was really a part of the his- 
ee County "and the State of “isconsin. Before the 
ning of hostilities, the Black Hawk Indiens lived on 
é eastern slope of Iowa. They started on the warpath from 
Keokuls, gathered at Fort Medison, crossed the Mississippi 
and & USN the only two battles of the war in Wisconsin. 


Saukenuk, tie Indien, viliegs thet had once been. the 
home of six or seven thousand Indiens, wee Loy ,.oU years tus 
center of the opposition to the encroachments of the white 
men upon Indian lands on both sides of the Mississippi. Tn 
this bitter struggle Bleck Hawk and Keokuk were the leading 
actors. They disagreed violently over removal from their 
jands. Jo Keokuk, fighting against the whites could bring 
Movin DULY Mistortune, while to Bleck Hawk surrender of the 
homes of his ancestors to strangers was dishonorable and 
cowerdly. 


Yeer after year tne white squatters had invaded the In- 
dian lands , defying the eae ears of the treaties. They had 
devoured or destroyed the growing crops the squaws had cul- 
37eveu. ney tore down ‘the Peo Vi ernoes, 2nd turned ioose 
DOfee. 2na cattle to @raze over the Sac and the Fox burial 
Peewee tae ,e Prine cf 1830, when the Indians returned 
22OM Their annual hunt for Food, Keokuk and his followers 
stopped on the Iowa River and built anew village. Black 
Hawk and his bend went beck to Saukenuk where they found 
their lands had been surveyed and sold to the white settlers, 
their teepees seized and occupied, while their own wives and 
Children wanacered shelterless on the riverbank. Black Hewk 
drove the intruders out and returned the wigwams to their 
Wheres, JD \Tepriscal, the whites raised so ereat an outery 
that the Government decreed that Saukenuk must be destroyed. 
June 1831 say the Indians driven across the Mississippi to 
the West bank of the river, with their return to the east 
bank prohibited without special authority from the United 
svates. It was now too lete to plant corn again and the I[n- 
dians ceme to autumn with no food for the winter. 


The cause of the actual outbreak of the Black Hawk War 
was the return to the east benk of the Mississippi by Bleck 
Hawk end his followers in Avril 1822. When the authorities 
accused him of broken fsith and of planning a treacherous 
assault, Black Hawk denied the cherge of treachery, stating 
that his people were suffering for food ana thet the purpose 
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ee mie of wind One rain, Black 
| band, including women and oniléren 
Su cross the reging Rivers, Jthe current end 
ie a strong. that their cenoes, many of them 
lashed together, were carried twelve or more miles down the 
stream. That crossing merked one of the most amazing feats 
of Bleck Hawit's career. The white soldiers burned Saukenuk 
from end to end, but Bleck ilawk's people were alresdy gone. 


Omeeme Wes, bank of the Mississippi, about 12 miles 
below Rock Islend, Black Hawk and his band msde camp with 
neither food nor shelter. Upon threat of pursuit, he and 
His chisel warriors returned to Rock Islend to sign articles 
of Capitulation, which included a oromise never sgain to 
eross the “Mississippi witnout the permission of the Presi- 
dent of the United States or the Governor of Illinois. 


Black Hawk retired to his little house to “live a 
Quiet life.” It would have been better had he mingled more 
With some of the worldly-wise chiefs, such es “epello or 
Recrux, instead, ne wes alone with his brooding thoughts 
upon the wrongs his people had suffered. All he heard were 
the compleints of the women, who wanted to return to Seuk- 
enuk for the corn, beans, 2nd pumpkins they hed planted; and 
jouder still rose the clamor of the voung men of his band 
WhO Wencved 6 20 tO War again, Biack Hawk himself hed no 
further desire for war but he wes over-ruled by his voung 
men who, he feared, would depose him if he did not give in 
to them, and that fete he could not bring himself to accept. 
Mite this beckground of unrest, he wes ripe for the in- 
fluence of two evil counselors, who appealed to his vanity 
and made him believe thet with one bold stroke he could re- 
Sain whet he head lost. One of these counselors was Neapope, 
@ leader and instigator of trouble among the younger men of 
Bleck Hewk's band. He as been described as a man of 
abounding physical vitality, an orator with a booming voice, 
6 "bold,.6unning, shrewd, talkative, revengeful, and tresch- 
erous Indian, an inordinate boester and a first-cless lier.” 
The other evil counselor was the self-styled prophet Wsbo- 
kieshiek, revutedly Neanope's half-brother. This prophet 
‘had a village on the Rock River where he held a berbsric 
spiritual court, interpreting dreams snd giving out spirit- 
ual advice. 


By the spring of 1831 Neapope had deserted Blisck Hewk 
and gone to Canada with the avowed purpose of talking mat- 
ters Over With the British. On his way home he stopped at 
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el Eo re- 
ere for truth. The 
nd guns, ammunition, and provi- 
The prophet head likewise re- 
“tobacco from the different nations on the 
> Ottawas, Chippewas, Pottavetteamies, and Winne- 
es were his to commend, With supplies so abundant and 
allies sure, Bleck Hawk thought thet with only a little ex- 
ertion on his part he could return happiness to his people. 
He promised to get his braves together and to recruit as 
many as he could from the other Indian villages. 





Keokuk, when appealed to for aid, frankly seid °: that 
Bleck Hewk had been misled by liers end did everything he 
Coulda to prevent the wild edventure, even to persuading Col- 
onel Davenport to ask for Government interference. But 
Meagewier .echingeton nor St. Louis could be aroused to any 
further interest in a disgruntled old Indian. 


Bleck Hawk, still believing in British eid and @ con- 
Teceracy or indian nations on call, mace a last attempt to 
recruit men from Keokuk'ts band on, his way down the Iowa 
River. This ettempt wes so aflame with passion and eloquent 
appeal thet it became known in history es the "er Dance on 
Sie Tova,” 


With his warriors, some on ponies and the others in 
canoes, Black Hawk led his band down the river to Keokuk's 
village. 


Keokuk was ready for him. He had asked for s represen- 
tative of the white race at his council of war and had been 
erented a scout and interpreter, one Josiah Smart, 8 man of 
some education, honest character, and good memory who would 
be able to give an accurate eccount of the speeches of the 
two orators. Keokuk alone knew of his presence there, and 
had carefully concealed the white spy lest he be killed. 


Black Hawk set un his wer vost near Keokuk's lodge. He 
himself, and his subalterns in tur, drove their tomahawks 
into the soft wood of the post es a declaration of war. 
Peter Goan his “werriors ‘circled around it, each of them 
striking the post #s his enlistment in the war. Then fol- 
lowed the chants of the war dance until the breves had 
worked themselves into a fighting deliriun. 


When the dance was at its h ck Hewk made his 
way to the war post end signaled e, when he. began 
an impassioned speech in which he narrated the heart-burning 
tales of the wrongs the Indiens had suffered from the coming 
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goa roused the Me hic as te Pon, warriors 
. Keokuk, quiet end intent, had listened to the 
ords and wetched as his men one by one hurled 
Moise vos hte the med adventure of his rivals. Called 
Mabon to speak, he mede his way to the war post but did not 
strike it. The moment wes fateful. Should he refuse to 
* lead his men to battle, in their fury they might kill him 
or desert him for another leader. But Keokuk, hovever. dis- 
mayed, was mester of himself. The speech he mede has some- 
times been likened in its power to Merk Anthony's in the 
Roman forum. 


Adroitiv he stressed the numbers of the white men and 
the hopelessness of overcoming them in war. “Their cabins 
are as plenty as the trees of the forest, snd their soldiers 
are Springing up like grass on the prairie," he said. He 
then spoke of the duty of e chief to lead his people in 
peace as in wer. They had chosen war.. But what would they 
do with their old and infirm, their women and children. 


hen it wes thet he gave them their choice. "I will 
lead you forth upon the warpath, but upon this condition: 
That we first put our wives end children, our aged and in- 
firm, gently to sleep in that slumber which knows no waking 
this side of the spirit land...For we go upon the long trail 
which has no return, -- from which, in a few short moons, we 
shall follow them.” 


While the warriors stood in stunned silence at this 
proposal, Keokuk turned to Black Hawk in bitter reproach 
that his long experience upon the warpath had not taught him 
the futility of his venture; that brooding upon the repeated 
wrongs done his race had given him the sed eloquence to 
arouse men to a sacrifice, both terrible end useless. Truth 
after bitter truth Keokuk hurled et the war chief: Why had 
he had not realized thet if the British fether had promised 
him aid, the equipment would now be ready? "The British 
father,” he told his audience, “is at peace with our Great 
Father et Weshington, and neither knows of nor ceres, for 
you or your grievances.” As for the lie about the other 
tribes awaiting the signal to fight with them, he demended, 
"If this be true, why are not their great war chiefs here 
tonight?" 
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Keokule won to pagel not. only 
of Black Hawk's. The next morning, 
. 1 t his way down the Iowa River to the 
ues anged of fae Pe osidet > heicould’) not’ turn 


With the meagerest of resources in provisions end muni- 
tions, and encumbered by a bend of dependents, Black Hawk 
long outmaneuvered, outmarched, and often outfought his pur- 
suers until he was trapped on the Mississippi below the 
mouth of the Bad Axe River. On Sycamore Creek, with only 40 
Warriors, he routed two battalions of white soldiers. On 
the Wisconsin, with only 50, he held back an army of 600 
mounted men. On the first of August, Black Hawk gathered 
together the remant of his band on “the Mississippi and of- 
fered to surrender, but the soldiers ignored his white flag. 
The next day the shooting continued without mercy upon un- 
armed men, women and children even while they sought escape 
by swimming across the Mississippi. More than 300 [Indians 
Were Massacred in this, the Battle.of Bad Axe. 


Black Hawk and a few of his followers managed to escape, 
but were captured by treacherous Winnebagoes, delivered up 
to Col. Zachary Tay lor and by him sent to Jefferson Barracks 
Neer ow 1ouls, In 1806 he was taken by his captors to 
Washington, then to Fortress Monroe, from which he was re- 
Beesea June 4 by order cf the President. He wes then con- 
ducted through several large cities to impress him with the 
power of the whites before being conveyed down the Missis- 
Saypiy Goow fis Old home, to Fort Armstrong. Here he was 
required to make formal surrender of his power ss chief of 
the Sac and Fox to Keokuk, who had now been mede. chief by 
command of the Government. This was the moment of his bit- 
terest humiliation, softened only by his respect for the 
Great Father at Washing ton. 


Never again was Bleck Hawk permitted to heve a villege 
or band. He went to Lee County where he built a lodge on. 
Devil's Creek not far from the old Fort Des Moines, which, 
hed been vacated. HZarly in the spring of 1838 he moved his 
little family Go the banks of the Des Moines River, hear 
Soeetie 20. Ven Buren County, end lived there until his 
death, On October 3, 1838. 


Because the important men of the Sac and Fox were ab- 


sent in Rock Island at an assembly of Indians end Government 
officials, Black Hawk was given only a simple burial service. 
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Lae oh: nae was Taped 
Aer pitas, o the spir- 
3 an - over him ne leening 
igh pole Mae ea on two forked 
§ eid a covering of thick turf. <A pole 
rican hee and a post with pictorial inscrip- 
pleced at either end. Then, around the entire 
a stockede about éight or ten feet high was built. 





Prot kul led his “people on their removel to Kansas in 
gers and died in Franklin County in that state in 1848. In 
1883 his remains were brought back to the Gate City. A bust 
. Of him is in the merble room of the United Stetes Senate in 
wen Washington. <A bronze statue merks his last resting place on 

mos Povo fara, ‘Keokuk, overlooking the great 
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ae it ch Hferlg of. sire’ | gsc and 
a treaty at ae Louis whereby they 
; tes 51 millions of ecres of land lying 
nois, the Fox, and the Mississippi rivers, 
tice the ‘territory of Tllinois. The consider2- 
paid for this vast stretch of country was protection on 
ie ie, pert of the Government, end goods delivered to the 
Pr oamonn, Of S2.e54. 50, with an annuity neice in goods, of “'600 
.F to the Sac, - and 8400 Go une forty  tTorever. The treaty 
P: further provided thet as long as he Government held the 
jands, “the Indians belonging to the said tribes shall enjoy 
Dae oe ivi tere Of Living and hunting upon them.” The tribes 
always maintained thet the chiefs had no power or authority 
to make such a treaty, as they had been sent to St. Louis to 
obtain the release of an Indien who had been imprisoned for 
the killing of a white man, and conseguently were not em- 
powered to relinquish the title to any lands which the 
tribes held or occupied. 
















The Indians never accepted this treaty as binding upon 
haemeelyes as tribes; although the United States, in every 
PuePeaiets treaty, Toreed the Sac. and Fox to. reaffirm the 
Pteety OL lo0e, + By the Jest treaty in 1825 concerning this 
Pee Vien Pine Ito. O00 acres of land were agein reserved 
TO the half-breeds of the Sac end Fox nations; this land was 
again described as lying between the Des Moines and the Mis- 
PLoeipo., couching the town of Keokuk; and all of the lands 
ee eee Seid line; e€nd the junction of the rivers. 


The title was the same as that of other Indian titles, 
the United States retaining a reversionary interest in the 
land and depriving the holders thereof of the right to sell 
Sr crevoce of it: 


There has been much speculation as to who secured for 
the half-breeds this immense and valuable tract. Various 
persons have claimed the honor, but two men only would seem 
to deserve the title of benefactor: onesya* Nneaif-preed by 
the name of Morgan who hed made a surpassingly eloquent plea 
in behalf of the mixed tribes; the other; Maurice Blondeseu, 
a genial Frenchman who hed for years prior to the enactment 

Poe uren ay een e SOrt of mediator for the Indians with 
the Government officials. 


The American Fur Company had posts on both sides of the 
Mississippi River during the first quarter of the nineteenth 
century. The agents had Indian wives and reared large fam- 
ilies: hunters snd trappers came also and settled along the 


a7 





états art 
fosvk ey ba of 


+t 
yd 
a 
-o% 
QO 
G.- 


. we + 
“i aA 
o i 
“~ ny 
ol ae 
ae 
of Dogs 
Lu 
a $e 
ae 
= - 
Z $ 
; 4 f 
te to 
“. 
! 
‘ & # 
' : 
. 
‘ 
1 
C 
. 
a a 
Ay 
: 
‘ ws ¢ 
~ ? 1 
3 
4 t 
te 
aa 5 Y 
- 





See "4 








He 
thei children among eis 
vies of kinship. 








he: Reka PG . The second white 
ay avi Grspaata: in the yesr 1812, married 
the f of the chief of the Iowa Indiens. Dr. Samuel 
re! es a netive of Scotlend end a surgeon in the United 
States army , was stationed at Fort Rawards, which eventually 
became Warsaw, Illinois. He had married into the Fox tribe, 
and when the Government had leter issued an order for all 
| officers in the army to abandon their Indian wives, Dr.-.Muir 
ps resigned his office, saying, as he held up to public view 
his infant daughter, "May God forbid thet a son of Celedonia 
should ever desert his child or disown his clan." He died 
Pee ceorae in ieoe, from cholera, survived by a wife and five 
children. The property wes wasted in litigation and this 
Peevowetm foitniut Witte, Lert Triendless end penniless," at 
last returned with her children to her ovm people on the 
upper Missouri. 







Rew omners® Fount, which ‘was founded in 1831,'there 
were a number of white settlers who hed Indian wives. An- 
tOine Le Claire, one of the founders of Davenport, took for 
his wite the granddaughter of a Sec chief, and he, himself, 
Was the son of a granddaughter of a Pottawattamie chieftain. 
Lemoliese, a French trader who lived nea sendusky “in Lee 
County, hed an Indian wife. Aven the daughter of Black Hawk 
was engaged to a merchent of Fort Madison, but the engage- 
ment was broken off. 


During the year 1833, a meeting of half-breed Indians 
was held at Farmers' Tradine Post to prepere a petition to 
Congress requesting the passage of an act authorizing the 
half-breeds to sell and dispose “of the land holdings grented 
DY the treaty or i824. Congress, on June 30, 1834,. passed 
an act whereby the Government relinquished to the half- 
Pieeds, 25s Cless, the reversionary’ interests it held, to- 
gether with power to convey title. It was through this act 
that the half-breeds becsme possessed of a fee simple title 
which caused the tangle of litigation later on. 


: Among the first questions raised by the court in the 
Construction of this statute was “ho are the half-breeds 
for whom this tract is intended?" The obvious answer was 
that it wa intended to be for the use of those whites of 
the Sac and Fox nations who did not wear a blanket and who 
were not entitled to annuities conferred upon the Incians of 
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she ann _ cog con line ‘helf-breed cart 
most active eat getets: « holdings in the 
ap as to the le of the lend were shocking. 
er of © oy later Agency City, purchesed 
sveral thousand dollars for such prices as a 
hy saddle, or @ barrel of whiskey. Keokuk, 4s 
- e chief of the at e, would attach his signature to the peper, 
eee? to - she effect that the person was a half-breed and related 
_—s&dby «blood to the Sac and Fox nation. The person wes easily 
me influenced to partake of whiskey and would thus dispose of 
his title for a mere pittance to some land shark. So many 
transactions of this kind went on thet all these lend con- 
tracts became-known as "blenket claims.” 












The whites were not the only culprits inthe fraud. 
The Indiens soon discovered 3 way to profit for themselves. 
Those of mixed blood would get some Indian to sweer to his 
heving Sac or Fox blood, and would then dispose of isnd to 
which he held no title whatever. The lew hed put up no ber- 
riers against wrongdoing in this field. There were no 
boundsry lines, no proper surveys, with the result thet con- 
flicts arose which affected titles for yeers afterward. The 
mein stumbiing block centered in the point that the right to 
sell hed not been given to the individual Indians, but to 
the helf-breeds as a cleéess. 


The act of Congress was silent es to the method to be 
used in dividing the land, end soon full-blooded and halif- 
breed Indians sold land with no regard for any legal rights. 
Often the same tract would be sold to several persons. 
Whites had settled on this land-.as squatters, believing that 
és soon 3s it was thrown open to settlement they would come 
in as original settlers, Hence there might be on the same 
parcel of land half-breeds, Indians, speculetors, and saquat- 
ters, ell claiming title to it on some pretext or other. 


Real estate companies abounded, a number being organ- 
ized to deal only in helf-breed lands. The most imvortant 
of these was the New York Lend Company, which had Dr. Isasce 
Gallend of Montrose looking after its local interests. 


The territoriel legislature of Wisconsin on Janusry 16, 
1838, passed an act requiring all persons claiming lend 
under the Half-Breed Tract to file their claims with the 
clerk of the district court of Lee County within one year, 
showing the nature of the title upon which they Felied«~- The 
seme sect appointed three commissioners at $6 e day to take 
testimony as to the titles claimed b~’ the respective persons. 
Lands not thus disposed of were to be sold, end the proceeds 
divided among such half-breeds as could properly esteblish;, 
their claims and who had not otherwise been fully paid in 
lands. 
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or their Pease. Peas asic suits were raceut 
. the entire tract of 119,000 acres was sold to Hugh T. 
Reid, an attorney, for $5,773.32. When the sheriff executed 
a deed to the land thus sold, Reid became the largest land- 
owner in the borders of Towa. 





Suits for partition of the lands were numerous in Lee 
County, and finally a commission was appointed in 1841 to 
divide the tract, Francis Scott Key, author of the “Star 
Spangled Banner", who was then an attorney for the New York 
Land Company and a large share holder in it, drew up the de- 
cree by which the Half-breed Tract was divided into 101 
separate shares. It was arranged that each claimant should 
draw his partition by lot, and that he should abide by the 
result, whatever it might be. On October 6, 1841, a plat of 
the lands was filed as official record. On the strength 
that plat lands were still held 100 years later in 1941. 


But the division of the lands did not stop the litiga- 
tion. For ten years after the plat was filed, the courts 
were crowded with claims and counter claims over the Half- 
Breed Tract. These no longer concerned the rights of the 
half-breeds however. Ignorant of the white man's laws, they 
long since had disposed of all their holdings for ridiculous 
pittances to the powerful land companies or their agents. 
It was to protect the white settlers that the legislature 
passed law after law for the next ten years. 


Speculators had been using every conceivable trick to 
gain possession of these lands, now the most valuable in the 
Territory. Anyone, therefore, who had the faintest color of 
title by way of settlement or land improvements on the pro- 
erty, or even one receipt for taxes paid, went to court to 
fight for possession with confidence that however long the 
battle, the law was on his side. 


In December 1850, the United States Supreme Court at 
long last cut the snarled knot of unquiet titles to the 
- Half-Breed Tract with a decision against the purchaser of 
land sold in sheriff sale to Hugh T. Reid. This concerned 
the Honori title over the old apple orchard on the site of 
Montrose, the oldest title to lands in Iowa. 
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:: ie ee. ors ‘tr geri res offi- 
-€ nt, the “Tiree” school | was estab- 
Coun Ye 


Bree : nee newcomers to this vest new country 
saac Ueey Tana om 1629, ne brought his family. 
| Botoss ¢ sie lis from Illinois, and settled at Ah-wi-pe-tuck 
was an Indian name signifying the beginning of the cas- 
" Beaty oy Leter it became known as Nashville and then Galland. 
tt was about six miles up the river from the site that be- 
ceme Keokuk. Soon afterward the families of Isaac R. Camp- 
bell, James and Samuel Brierly, WW. P. Smith, and Abel Gal- 
land arrived, and bv the early thirties there existed a typ- 
ical pioneer settlement. 











Ww 


‘Dr. Galland and his white neighbors, realizing the need 
of educational privileges for their children, built a log 
schoolhouse, the first "temple of learnins” west of the Mis- 
Sissippi and north of the Missouri River. The task was 
Simple because there were no legal technicalities to be fol- 
lowed or financial difficulties to be overcome. Dr. Galland 
Simply hired a voung man to tsach in his “district” which 
for all intents end purposes extended north of the State of 
Missouri to Canada and west to the Pacific Ocean. 


The teacher of this wilderness school was Berryman 
Jennings, a scholarly gentleman, and a Kentuckisn by birth. 
He was born in 1807 end little else is known of his early 
life until he reached the age of 20. At thet time he es- 
teblished his residence at Commerce, Illinois, which later 
became Nauvoo. Three yeers later, he wes singled out by Dr. 
Galland to come over to Ah-wi-pe-tuck and teech in the pro- 
posed school. For compensation he received board snd lodg- 
ing in the Galland home and the use of the doctor's rather 
limited medical library. It is a fair assumption that 
Berryman Jennings must have been an energetic young man of 
unusual education for his years, else Dr. Galland, versed in 
literature and art as well es medicine, would not have se- 
lected him to instruct the youth of the newly esteblished 
settlement. 


This first schoolhouse wes a little log building 10 by 
-12 feet in dimension -- a typical pioneer cabin. It was 
Situated’ in a clearing on the bank of the Mississippi et the 
heed of the Des Moines Rapids. To the west, a line of tim- 
berclad hills closely hemmed in the little settlement. A 
small creek that found its way from the woods and ran past 
the cabin helped to "fence" the schoolyard. Across the 
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ges 
not pr? Indian summer when 
wa, Jennings described the 
It was mede entirely of unhewn logs, 
a Pte aaded oor comfort. The cabin was roofed 
lapbosrds weighted down with cross poles. This wes to 
a Onomize time and nails, both all too scarce at that time. 
| There was a puncheon (split log) floor and, directly oppo- 
site the door, a fireplece made of packed | Ory “Sire. “The 
chimney was “topped out" with sticks and mud. On each side 
of the building a section of the logs was left out and the 
openings were covered with oiled paper, mounted on a frame- 
work of slender strips of wood to edmit the light. 


aoe. turniture was of the most primitive character. 
Beays Were, mece DY splitting a tree of some eight or ten 
inches in diameter in halves, smoothing the split sides and 
Oriving pins into holes bored in the helf round sides for 
legs. Under the windows was the writing desk, which was 
made by boring holes into the wall ata slight angle, then 
into these holes were driven stout wooden pins to support a 
Wide,Doerd, the top of which was dressed smooth to serve as 
a teble where the pupils could teke their turns at writing. 
The few scholars interested in learning the art of writing 
had to stend up at these desks or furnish their own high 
Stools. Books were few and globes and maps. were entirely 
missing. 


Teer iret, berm O01, School “lasted through October, No- 
VWenper end December of 1850. “‘ashington Galland, son of Dr. 
isaac Galisnd, and James 1/. Campbell, were the two first 
pupils. Others who studied the three R's at Ah-wi-pe-tuck 
were Tolliver Dedman,’ James Dedmsn, Thomas Brierly, David 
Campbell, and Eliza Galland. They ranged in age irom £1x 
to 16. lLéter there were perhaps sixteen or eighteen pupils, 
Bore sO.. iow, cane .from the Illinois’ sidé of the river, 
erossing the water either in e canoe or on the thick ice. 


The pioneer pedagogue vroceeded on the theory that "to 
Poorer sie. rou" Wee to "spoil the child”, and not many child- 
ren were spoiled! James W. Campbell, who was one of Jen- 
nings! first pupils, said in an address before the Old Set- 
tiers’ Association in 1875, "I remember him well, for when 
kind and oft-repeated words failed to impress upon the mem- 
ory of Washington Galland and myself the difference between 
A and B, he hed neither delicacy nor hestiancey about apply- 
ing the rod, which usually brightened our intellects." 


After the building had been used for a time for educa- 
tional purposes it was converted into a little kitchen for 
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ten, for 
ttle. structure 
eok dam was built, 
ubme under — 20, feet of water, 
ates from the shore line. 


Pee ne: 27, 1923, the Keokuk MA weet of the Reehcers 
ol the American Revolution placed a native boulder near this 
historic spot,on the river side of the scenic highway just 

outside the village of Galland. A bronze tablet wes affixed 

to the boulder by the same organization October 18, 1924, 

and a deed to a plot of ground 20 feet square was given by 

Timothy J. Harrington and Ella T. Harrington to the State 

Historical Society of Iowa to be preserved in the archives, 

in memory of the first school in Iowa. : 





In October 1928, plens were considered by the Lee Coun- 
ty School Masters’? Club, to construct a replica of the mem- 
orable old building so that Iowats youth might better visu- 
alize the educational beginnings in their commonwealth. With 
tunes reised by various organizations, individuals, schools, 
and school children of Lee County, enough money wes provided 
Po eearry The vpro7gect through to completion. The building 
was finished in the late summer of 1940 with the assistance 
Or > ule National Youth Administration. On October 4, the 
Pepeice Of this first Towa School was dedicated; with Gov. 
weOtec hs Wilson of Lowa delivering the address. The Gov- 
ernor's address suggested the hope that this historic build- 
ing Might serve as a memorial to the early pioneers who sac- 
rificed end endured the hardships of those early days, in 
order that children of the years to come might enjoy the 
Schools and the country in which they lived. "To the child- 
Pere sour 2reat siete," said Governor Wilson, “may it ever 
be a symbol of our educational opportunitiss." 


berrymen Jennings, the teacher of this first school, 
after completing his duties at Galland, went to Burlington, 
where he became a merchant. In 1847, he joined an emigrant 
train and meade the journey to Oregon by wagon. His wife 
died on the plains en route, lesving him alone with a small 
son. He became a very prominent man in the West and was 
considered a millionsire at one time. He served in the 
Oregon State Legislature and his second marriage took place 
in i857 in the home of the Governor of that State. The 
bride was a Mrs. Pope, who with seven children survived him. 
“A s0n by Ghis union was still thought to be living on the 
old homestead neer Oregon City in 1941. Mr. Jennings was 
greatiy interested in Masonic work and was the first Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Oregon and the first Senior 
Grand Deacon’ of the Grand Lodge of California. 


55 
















. G a in ae Medison 


oe hee ite of "or, "Leaac Ga Tend, was 
4, "1830, She was the first white child 
in t e of Iowa. Two of Hleanor's daughters were 
he ee oie San Diego, California in 1941 -- Virginia 
McPherson Throne, 76, end Fannie McPherson Capelle, &7 yeers 
old. Hleanor Galland lived to be 94, 


Vashington Gelland became one of the prominent men of 
his day in Lee County. He spent most of his life in Mont- 
foe. fo = Lavyer, a member of the state legislature, a 
Pepeuein ot Goce Grand Army of the Republic, he was ective in 

"Mesonic 6nd other lodge work, was a staunch Republican, and 
an Episcopalian in nis relizious faith. His was en eventful 
Career, and he had an intimete knowledge of many of the im- 
portant events which fashioned the history On LOWwe'. 


James W. Campbell became a pilot on the river. This 
business seemed one for which he was peculierly fitted, and 
subsecuently he commended some of the finest boats plying 
the Mississippi. After ebandoning the river, he engaged ex- 
Weve. fely in buying and selling grain. Campbell was married 

end Nad three sons. Most of the latter years of his life 
were spent in Fort Madison. 
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ein Lee ae went 
Tick, found for its location 
ty at one end the seme time. Many 
county seat should be centrally loceted, 

Paeateat point was found, it too was uns uit- 
o ae reed, bickerings rose and fell until they 

i re e" smoot ed out by halving the seat of justice between 
oe ort. Medison end Keokuk. 


On January 18, 1838, the Governor of the Territory of 
Wisconsin approved en act which provided that the county 
seat should be at Fort Medison. Here the early sessions of 
court were held and the principal business of the county 
transacted. But the settlers farther beck from the Missis- 
Sippi began to complain thot the county seet was too far 
aveay from the center of the county. In resvonse to o»ublic 
Sentiment, a commission was appointed at a session of the 
Deedee yire or 1540, to investigate the conditions in Lee 
County and to recommend e locsetion for & permenent sest of 
government. . 
















Tie commission selected a spot at the center of the 
County, end the name “Frenklin" was chosen for the new seat 
Sus ce. The eke wes surveyed end platted 2nd a sale of 
fous. in franklin wa advertised for Monday, July 13, 1840, 
but there is no Deets mero per 1ound Ol, tie Sale of these lots. 
tie dissatisfaction ‘wes so ere oe that buyers hesitatedto 
invest their money. This feeling increased until an act was 
passed submitting the whole eee Lom yous OF the people 
6t an election to be held the second Mondey in March, 1841. 


THe people of EN Medison immediately passed an ordi- 
nance to appropriate $8,000 for the erection of a courthouse 
in Fort Madison, nrovided thet the county seat should be lo- 
cated there. Not only was the ordinance passed, but the 
money was actually turned over to the county treasurer and, 
as a further guarantee, a number of citizens filed a ° bond 
for $16,C00, twice the amount donated, guerantceing its pay- 
ment. In sddition to this, an ex~ treasurer of Fort Madison 
certified that %5,000 hed been received from the sale of 
town lots, which sum was proposed should be added to the 
Coe er Oe. Other public spirited ‘citizens pur- 
chased lots for tue location of the courthouse, psying as 
highees $560 each, then sold them to the county for a con- 
Sideration of one cota. a iou., wnue oOringing the total 
Wal ieine rune wp to $15,559 before the election was held. 
This “pernicious activity," as some of the opponents of Fort 
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2 a4, ie via 1843, the Governor approved an act “to 
pee! Meicee, the seat of justice of Lee County. * Three commis- 
sioners were eppointed to visit Lee County and select such a 
location ss to them seemed best, “taking into consideretion 
the future as well as the present population.” 


They reported their choice to be the land upon which 
West Point wes located. A noteworthy number of West Point 
Citizens agreed to build a courthouse to be 45 by 50 feet in 
Poe COle sr yered OL brick with ¢ stone foundation, and to 
be compléted by September 1, 1844. .It was to be given to 
the county “in consideration of the commissioners! locating 
the county seat at ‘iest Point." 


The courthouse at Fort Madison wes to be sold at public 
auction end as much of the money as had been donated by 
Gitizens of Fort Madison refunded to the town. But the sale 
Meyer occurred. The people of West Point kept faith and 
PoweeeeeOlrLoouse Of ths site,ot the new location, and thus 
Lee County hed two cour “houses. 


in the summer of 1843 public feeling fomented a4 move- 
ment to have the county divided. The cuestion:was put to a 
vote but division of the county was defeated, and the county 
seat fight began all over again. 


There Were angles in the situation not revealed by the 
outward facts. Rivalries hed sprung up in the county that 
were eating away its unity. One bonfire was kindled by the 
resentment of the smail communities toward the superior at- 
Poe ao. the bie town. “It is not fair", the countryside 
swore hotly, "that just because a town is big it should grab 
for evory honor." The village could give its county a bet- 
ter seat of government just because it could make that its 
whole interest. The big town countered with, "hy should 
our citizens be forced to trek into the backwoods to settle 
“government business?" 


August, 1843,saw Lee County egain warring at the polls 
to decide where to move its sest of government this time. 
Six places entered the contest: Fort Madison, West Point, 
Franklin, Keokuk, Montrose, and Cherleston. But once again 
the vote went to Fort Madison, but not a majority vote. A 
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i to* to ee mesowii gh tes in and de- 
f the laurels. ‘Fort Madison mieht wear the eir of 
yuUeI ovete freee of “the county, but superiority to 

2okuk was Peace ede ty -- Keokuk was older and lerger, and 
famed as the Gate City to the Vest. There would have to be 
two geats of government. 


| | In 1847, therefore, a law was passed creating certain 

~ Bearer i Fookuk Which would have Concurrent jurisdiction 
Pie eoee oy POrt Madison. Part of the litigation arising 
in the county would be adjudicated at Keokuk. Offices would 
ie Mainveined there by the treasurer, recorder, and clerk 
OMe Veer tne County officers would direct affairs at Fort 
ee eee de ules St (Keokuk: the next year the order 
would be reversed. Litigants could sue in either the Keak 
Peer Pod eon Court, @nd judgments rendered in one 
eee te ot Pe eiso Se) lien in the other district. All 
Pet Cour Of “the half-breed line would be recorded at 
Pe0 a", Gre rest'or the county at Fort Madison. Two court- 
houses. any 2 COUN Ley set of county Oriiecrs Mmient set an 
"economist sgheast, but Lee County knew that division was the 
Wey vo union. 


A last errow of protest, however, was hurled from the 
Perot veice waren 5, 1856,when 2,258 quelifi od *youcrs "Ssked ~ 
Po 2 e)eo5 08 tO vote upon the question of removing the 
Pom, ses. from Fort Madison to Charleston. History is 
Preene ee CO the election, but in 1941 Fort Madison was 
Sei wile COUNTY Seat of Lee County. 
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pi tag 
Pai Re at a 
ee oe ae ie are ee 
THOS. mes "Honey Bre 
nty, Missouri , ond Ven 
ii : ue 12-mile tract of wild 
Bd Ek tee a Government surveyor had 
I oundery of Missouri with mouncs, stakes 
l trees, end the rapids of the Des Moines River 

one of the landmarks. Then, in 1637, Missouri began 
pking the line. In searching for the rapids in the 
pores the commissioners found the ripples in the great river 
end near Keosauqua and assumed these to be the "Rapids" of 
the Des Moines River named in the Act of Congress defining 
Tie DOUundearies in 1820. in Towa the ripples had not been 
thought of as rapids’ until they were so called by the Mis- 
Sourl Commissioners. Out of this dispute various a:-gry 
issues leaped into conflict. 














ile presence of bee trees in vast numbers on the area 
P fer re Ser ueeie its Mame, but the real. issue at stake was 
not the honey, prized as it was by the pioneers. This ab- 

surd littie skirmish foreshsdowed the larger issue which two 

decades later was to plunge the North and the South into war. 
Some of the vioneers on the disputed sree held slaves,and 
it was known thet these would be freed if Iowa gained poses- 
Sa0n oF the territory. 


eee ee. Moo, the Sheritt of Olerk County, while col- 
lecting taxes ion the disputed ground, was taken prisoner by 
ieee Mitit1e -—— 2 virtual declaration of war. In No- 
Wemoer, Governor Boggs of Missouri called out the militia, 
eo eer DevidgeWileock, o Falmyra.man in command of the 
Po ee eetw Bo t1se  distmict,.and Gen. 0. H. Allen of Lewis 
County to take the field. Two thousand two hundred militis- 
men and volunteers -- more than 50 of them from Palmyra -- 
Wete On the march for lowa shortly afterward. 


With equal spirit the Tova free soldiers rushed to arms 
at the call of Governor Luca and moved out to hold the de- 
bated ground, On December 12, the Merion County men started 
oe veer oo in Clerk County, Missouri. 


Fitifully unegquipped to withstand the rigors of winter, 
the men found their sufferings the first night almost un- 
bearable. They were beset by rain and snow and the huge log 
Tires they built barely saved them from freezing. Another 
day's march through slushy roeds and icy winds brought them 
to a second encempnent as bleak as the first. 
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aga: us 
the contro- 


ae aha’ fo He werlike 

laters dapen up two hsunches of veni- 

: Aiteby” Governor Boggs and Governor Luc3s 

roc to fill them with the bullets intended for tne 

- eneny on the field of battle. Then,with their coats turned 

wrong side out, they marched beck to Palmyra singing the 

derisive "oney War Song," the composition of a Palnyra 
rhymester. 


The Lewis County men manifested more bitterness. Thev 
held a convention at Monticello at which they hotly de- 
nounced the governors, the peece council and everyone c¢else 
Teepone Pie tor Ssquaeshing their warlike enterprise and de- 
priving them of the right to settle their dispute for them- 
Selves in &@ manner befitting the warriors they had become. 


Ur eoruery 25, 2.049, the United States Supreme Court 
awarded the Honey lands to Towa. The award was mede on the 
eect atron or a) Capt. Robert E. Lee, who hsd made the 
Survey in 1607, and wno 25 yeers later was to lead souther 
Bryiee Sn che Civil “ar. 


Been tie Civil Yar did mot settle the boundary problem. 
She Cepricious Des Moines River, as though never satisfied 
With things as they were, was forever changing its course: 
Cnep ver O04, Section 1, of the Acts of the Forty-eighth 
General Assembly, following the whimsical boundsry, stetes 
thet the "present Course” of the river is the boundary and 
erreur Temein so, and relinquishes 411 lands to the south and 
west, ‘The Missouri ages jure, ia Section one of a corre- 
sponding act, relinguishes all "Lends north @nd east. The 
boundar compromise natiiotinted a laughable reminder to 
friendly Staves of the struggles of yesteryear. 


The Mormons 

Harly in 1838, while the pee ciaegete were still living at 
Per est in Caldwell County, Missouri, the Mormon Church 
purebased 20,000 ecres of land Hei he Lee County,intending 
tO build up its holdings. This land, directly adjoining the 
Mississippi River,was bought chiefly from Dr. Isaac Galland, 
@ wealthy land owner in what was then the Territory of Wis- 
Consin. at Wee directly across. from the site of Nauvoo, 
Tildinois, and included Galland Grove, Keokuk, end Montrose, 
also known as the Half-Breed Tract. A yeer later, after it 
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sd in a Sagaear al manner. 
a ilies settled in Lee County. 

Sirs? Mormon residents in Iowa and 
penis its limits began in 1839. The con- 


9 ity esteblished was known as the "Stake of Zarahemla.™ 
we 7S Pupwee ‘ : 


ye oes? When the Saints were entirely driven out of Far Wes 


Missouri, several thousand of them went through Keokuk ee 
up to Muscatine. The route they took became known es the 
Old Trail, still visible in 1942 though no written record 
was kept jf any landmarks. Shortly afterverd a number of 
them returmed to the Stake of Zarahemla and lived there for 
Several years. This community served as a refuge for Joserh 
emith, Jr., and his associates during their persecutior by 
Tilinois mobs. 


The Danites 


Life was needlessly Sige! a alg for ae Lee County 
oe Olen acCulVities of the Danites, self-styled De- 
stroying Anzels, a band of ednons wiO preyed. upon Géentilss 
(as all non-Mormons were called} as well as on their ovwn 
Sec, ama formed a vigilante group of the early Mormon 
ehurch. 


The name Danite was tsken from the scriptural quotetion, 
Genesis 49, °17: “Dan shall. be a sernent by the way;an 
adder in the path that biteth the horses" heels, so that his 
Peer eee tall baeckwerds."” Tis first leader; it’ is seid, 
was D. W. Patton, appointed by the prophet Joseph Smith, who 
nemed him Captain Fear-not, claiming that he had deen di- 
rected to do so by the revealed will of God. Petton was 
Ritiedjinowever, in a fight with the citizenst militia of 
Missouri. William Hickman was then appointed to be the new 
Captain Fear-not snd time developed the fact thet a more 
Gool, cunning, devilish disposition hed rarely before been 
lodg ad in human form. According to his own confession, Hick- 
man Was @ thief and a murderer; stealing horses seemed vo oe 
in his daily stride. Many times he was caught with one in 
his possession and wes arrested and thrown into jail in Lee 


County. 


The Danite Band at one time numbered about 2,000. Tn2y 
went in search of plunder widely; traveled by steemboat on 
the river and every other way, and in any disguise that 
served their purpose, oftentimes cerrving tools or utensils 
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menb ers of a 





ee al ‘The Towa Menon: te ere 
El ean. Anabaptist Brethren of i Rer- 
2) a ie i rn 1536. this. group that had separescd 
from the Roman Catholic Church because of disbelief vu sore 
of its practices, had for a leader s priest in -northeru 
Germany named Menno Simon. From him came the group celled 
Mennonites. «about this time friction arose among the men- 
Ders Over the ettitude of the Brethren toward those of their 
Bete VP oeeoo, telienh into’ sinh. Some argued that there 
Sowa. Jeitoer social nor business relations with she 
Mote taialty voose holding rigidly to the letter of this 
dew Of "“Shumning” separeted from the Mennonites and took as 
descer @ Tiery young bishop, Jacob Amman of Alsace, calling 
Themssives Anish’ in his honor. Thus there ceme to be two 
Wings of tie sect -- Mennonite and Amish. 









Pee ee ry ot ane. Amish, first settlers in sse 
Pete om auitler Vounty, Ohio, end neerly all of 
them were originally from Alssce-Lorraine or southern Gev- 
many.  Bconomic conditions explained in part their migration 
DO PMerica, cs it likewise was the reason for their settle- 
Deipean 1owa VYhere lang was cheap*r than in Ohio... Among the 
Peres eo > scublers Were Jonn Rogie, Christian Finsinger, 
Christian Werey (or aati pnp ar ew Hauder, Christian Reper 
and Adam Fordemwalt, who cam feo ltie County im ° Less | or 


Pees  setrulement in Lee.County attracted an un- 
Weim iy 2eree number of preachers; Christian Rader was the 
first ote The Raber family lived on” BB LSsrm . between 
Cherle ston and Franklin, Christian was a short and heavy-set 
Mane vick Balone white beard that fascinated the Indiens. 
Mey mectame his special friends, making his home their hesd- 
quarters whenever they traveled through that section of the 
CoumiLy. “ume attraction of the Raber home to them was the 
deli@ious pumpkin butter made by Mrs. Raber, which she 
shared with her Indian guests. The Indians would file into 
ier Coulson end Stend alone the walls of the room to receive 
‘liberal helpings of bread spreed thickly with pumpkin butter. 
These they ate with loud approval and a stamoing of their 
moccasined feet on the ground. 


Tie most influential preacher in the Lee County colony 
wes Elder Joseph Goldsmith, who brought his family to Iowa 
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exsot. date. of ne ereanbeation of ue Lee Donny 
sch is not known, but it was so neer the time of 
if arrival of Rider Goldsmith thet his descendants insist 
the organization wes brought about by him. Old records give 
the date at 1845. Goldemith became the leeder of the group 
in 1846 and continued as such until his migration to Henry 
County in 1855. 


| Poe eet ees env erciip Ol the church was 50, in 1855. 
emer So rulers Tollowed the first families, but et that time 
they began to move away, some to Henry County , others to 
Vevas County, 2nd to points in Missouri and Tllinois. The 
church organization was not dissolved, however, until 1870. 
When the Amish Church started to break up, some of its mem-, 
bers who remained in the community began to attend Mennonite 
services, and e few transferred their church membership to 
Tiie £Yroup. “There was Little religious fellowship between 
we eeten eod the BMennonite esroups, because the differences 
of Opinion that had separeted them 150 years before were 
Peep Pee oe GUL onese Were slowly disappearing in. the 
face of the common problem of the frontier. One great uni- 
tying force was the need.to find husbands end wives, for in 
Peoeowiet Mroupe Could they find such Similarity of thought 
and custom. 


The The Mennonites 

die tates Mennonites to settle in Jowa came to, West 
Poot se Oost a Lec UpuntTy, in the fail of 1839. There 
Wee oOUly One foni yy in this first migration. . John C..Kreh- 
Peewee eto edd he little §6Son, John J. Krehnteil. . By 
the yeer 1845 there were enough new settlers of this faith 
to organize a church in tne “new ’country. The dbésinninegs of 
ine church, however, were set in tragedy. 


Henry Leisy hed come from Ohio in 1844 and built a log 
cabin on the bank of Sugar Creek a mile or so from Franklin, 
then returned to Ohio to marry the daughter of the Mennonite 
preacher John Miller (Mueller), The next spring Leisy and 
ieee, Freacher Miller, and ‘various, other came to 
Perey es hore.) Miller, born in Bavaria, was’ an old and 
Saintly msn and the Mennonites eagerly looked to him to 
Deere eee fore. Church organization. He wes to preach to 
them on the day of Pentecost, May 11, 1845, but during the 
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the ride ne the gallows 





deat Soe lier stopped church organization plens 
site capi thong and it was not until 1849 thet another 
mG was mede to form a Mennonite conrtregation. It was 
decided that oe meeting house should be built, and in spite 
See or ties le0k of Cash; they erected a log. structure, the 
“ members contributing. Vor ends Matveriai. «Mrs. Christopr 
echenk, a daughter of the murdered John Miller, had pre- 
sented the church with a half acre of lend for the building 

site. 


Peer ot the First to be built by the Mennonives 
an Towa, seated 50 people and wes located one and a half 
Woes. Orie Wes beter the town of Franklin, and less 
then a half mile east of the cabin where the saintly Jonn 
Miller had been murdered. Because it wes built in the woods 
Peewee Cauron Weeewcueally known eas the "Busch Kirche.” In 
teaver yeers, eiter its abandonment as a meeting house, the 
Serene eri onto ruins. But in 1941 the foundation stones 
Still merksd its location, end a few tombstones lying by a 
hedge to the west indicated the burial plsce of some of its 
erst memb srs 


A Mennonite Church was dediceted in west Point in 1863, 
Pree or years) prior to that the Mennonites hsd held 
Services there. In 1941 this church wes still standing on 
itS original location, but for a long time, just how long is 
Toei ee hedrserved. as a g@ranery. 


A new inrush of Mennonites from Germany arrived in Lee 
Pounvy 1m 1852 end Ssettled'in Franklin Township, With the 
Somane vor these families a larger house of worship was 
Peecet vena eiystone church with a basement for use as a 
schoolroom was built two miles northwest cf Donnellson. At 
an early date the church became known ss Zion Church, a nam3 
it retained. During the sarly yeers of the church there 
were four ministers in its membership, from which Eenry 
Hillenberger wes selected as the first pastor. In 1861 
Citistiean Showalter was chosen 6b lot for the ministry. Hs 
preached His first sermon om Christmes Dey, 1861, and during 
the next year was ordesined tc the office of minister, in 
which capescity he served for 42 yeers. Not oniy was Scho- 
Walter the preacher, he was also the school teacher of the 
German church school which wes held in the basement, Under 
his liberal leadership a besinning was made in cooperation 
among the verious Mennonite churches. He wes’ especially 
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nonite churches in Lee County, only the 
in Donnellson remained by 1942. At the close of 

nineteenth century such lerge groups of members of the 

‘lin end “West Point churches had moved to Kansas and 


at Illinois thet these congregations passed out of existence. 





The church at Donnellson celebrated its seventy-fifth 
year in October 1926. There was an all-day Sunday meeting 
in which three choirs sang -- the sctive choir of 1926, the 
Choir of 25 years previously, and the choir of 50 yeeérs be- 
fore this anniversary. 


The Mennonites-Amish took for their watchword the 
Pee oet curmanG-o1 “Be ye not conformed to the world," 
iiis Ghey interpreted to mean that the Christian's sense 
OP Velies;/his interests, his purpose in life, must all be 
different from those of the unbeliever. The outward ex- 
pression of this command took the form of extreme simplicity 
in dress and home furnishings: the plain black bonnet ara 
tight-weisted, full-skirted dress of the women, the absence 
Oi eel seadornment -- even to the wedding ring; the full- 
crowned, wide-brimmed blieck het of the men, the hook-and-eye 
Pee serinegs, the: "front :ifaill *, round- lezzed trousers, the 
SG0er Square beard, and the absence of a mustecie. the 
[ome Geol oe Vion Comyvenience only, held furniture con- 
structed for use With no embellishments. The walls bore no, 
Pierureses) (ihe church wes a° box with no spire, the worship 
Without musical instrument. ine serrions were recitals of 
Bible verses and their applications. All of these restric- 
Gions meant’ the building up of a stroneliy knit community 
Srooe ep reseieonetsocisai Life distinct from that of the sur- 
rounding neighborhood. The Mennonites did not vote, did not 
go tO lew to settle disputes, did not enter military service 
Tmeie weynol) sire, oe theyeemphasized, wes tac wav iof peace. 


While the costumes of the NMennouite--Amish changed Lit- 
BiescUr ine theliast century, some amount of liberal ‘thought 
gradually sceped into the Tova communities, until 1942 saw 
the churches al from the most conservative ("Old Order 
efoAmish")>to the ost liberal (‘General Conference Menno-- 
nites"). The ete remained conservative in religion anc 
personel habits, but adopted the newest iiachinery in their 
termine. (thas progress came from the. oe .1tef orf the Menno- 
nites thet agriculture vas the field in which they could 
make a special contribution to humanity. And their farms 
have gone far in indicating this ideal. 
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Bt) G2 | ee in the enforcement of the Laws, 
{eens of the citizens, and to bring mele- 
justice, a body of Missourians organized them- 
the name of the “Anti-Horse-Thief Association." 






) aie 
eacwoe 
pak” 
hee) The:Greand Order, 2s ae vas called, was started in the 
month of September, 1863, when a group of the best citizens 
vet several counties, in north Missouri met at LuRay, Clerk 
. County in thet state, end fremed the Constitution end by- 
jews of the Association, adjourning with the understanding 
thet another meeting would be held at Millport, Fnox County, 
Missouri the following October. 
At the. UCGooer Meeting, eas scheduled, the [owe counties 
Sues veviagesna Van Buren sent delegates of their best 
Citizens. These, after examining the Constitution and br-. 
isws, adopted them and joined the organizetion. That was 
the birth of the Anti-Horse-Thicf dsanciation in Lee Count,. 
A society of this character had operated in Washington town- 
ship, Lee County, since the year of 1858, and efter the as~ 
Sociation was formally organized, the Washinzton Township 
Organization was incorporeted with the main order. 


The object end purpose of the Association was not actu- 
Siily to take law enforcement into its ovm hands, but to help 
Gita GOlficers in their enforcement of the law. The name 
fénti-Horse-Thief Association was used only because horse 
Suveaigos  mMeaded the dist of crimes. The sotiety quickly 
branched OL. ie. Ding oft ileers of the Law ue Scien criminal 
Meee y Character to justice. «its infiuence was f 
the courtroom as well as afield. 


The Anti-Horse-Thief Association spremiinto many states, 


BrvoOwineg tO. almo=t 2,000 lodges With a toval membership of 
over 50 aaa They met in secret end néid sscr3t ceremonials 
after th 1¢ fashion of all. secret orders. 


As the Western territory filled up, with changes in 
economic conditions, and the establishment of courts ana 
Tetaler ¢ eeal procecdings for the) pretect*on of the rublic, 
Deere. overs wl Anti” organization, nevine served 108 
purpose, began to dwindle in membership inc imvortance. It 
never passed completely out of existence, however, as scat- 
tered lodgos throughout the Midwest still maintained their 
charters and a sizeable membership even in 1942. In some 
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. sta line ee early Sectlers” protection 
zaras that might deprive them of their home- 

s. After Congress had the county surveyed et the ter- 
Pon we the Indian title, lend offices were set up at 
Burlington and Dubuque, and the lands ordered sold to the 
highest bidders. 


aa The setiulers, realizing that they could obtain legal 
title only by Government sale, (the first of which was at 
Burlington in 1838) made no attempt to substitute whet was 
known as "squatters’ title" for the legal rorm, except es a 
Gemporary substituve called a provisional title. The price 
demanded end paid for such a provisional title represented, 
Peete ete TighG of priority of purchase from the 
Woverdimen,;, second, the increase in value of the property oy 
reason of favorable location and the growing demand for lan; 
ere third, the improvements that had been made upon it. 
Bometimes the Sun or the values of a hclding was greater 
than the Government price. 


The Squatters' Club was the chisf sgency of the agree- 
ment for mutual protection in the execution of this provi- 
Sional system of transfer. Membership wes limited to proved 
holders of claims upon Government land or town lots, either 
the original settlers or those who head pought lend from 
“hem. Lhe organization had many powers within its provinces 
ena its members were bound to it by a soleiin catn. It acted 
aes arbiter in such disputes as might ariss Fretween members 
concerning claims upon other than theis | already recordsd 
parcels. The members were pledged to prot3ct one another in 
She tenure of their approved: clsims, in the transfer of 
Sieims should they desire to sell, and ea inst overbidding 
at the Government sale. They also protccies cone another, as 
ter es Possible, im cases where ruinoun invecest wes charg? 


Do evne "l1eud eharks” GO @Very poor squatter who had to bor- 
row money to eke out the payment of Government price for his 
land. 

Per ier Galec, the club prepared en2rossed1 copies of 
Peo Oe Members with the legal deer poim. 32 ¢ach men 
Per wemeenir Opposite his name. A DUIIIG Ute. tas then ea )- 


Pose ee) Club, Who, with this sprvoved iist in han, 
and in the presence of the settlers asseubied at the sale, 

Paha G Off each parcel or lot in the neme of its recog- 
nized claimant at the sane instant that it was offered by 
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nbled - elub's 
plea. the assem- 
he Register wes standing, 
. ay These lists duplicated 
because they hed been carefully prepared 
‘sale so that there might be no confusion 
a was in progress. The sale began by the Reg- 
er ‘offering for sale a parcel of land, reciting its 
Paceetood descriptive formula, which was Followed by the 
eh response of the club's bidder, who, in a distinct 
ay voice, named the claiment and the minimum price. The reg- 
i ister at once accepted the bid and the entry wss checked off 
on both lists. As thers was no waiting for higher bids, the 
sales were eae and almost perfunctorily made. An out- 
Slee eo CO eG in Ge higher bid if he spoke fast, but the 

answer with a hickory stick wa S twice that fast. 


Weee ren an outsider did risk an overbid, he had hard-. 
iy a chence to speak before he was knocked down by hickory 
Poe eee mene Or the settiers then carried. His inten- 
oo eteG Seehesucapected end the men were ready for him. He 
Weeemou Quite Killed, but did lose all interest in Lee Coun- 
Serato osts se, rac ne Chosen to make trouble, he could 
have, but the Register neetly obviated an argument by ignor- 
in@ nis bid and instantly accepting thet of the club's bid- 
der. Later when the Register was questioned concerning the 
OVerdid, he said. .he had Theard bose o1ner-iuhen ..theat of the 
club's bidder. 
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farmers met to ee ae 
C | ae Here were shown informally 
‘of the Horned Durham breed" of cattle in 
@ region -- an exhibition which hes gone down in the 
yg “ssa fair -- probably the first held west of the 
ia River, as well as the first in Lee County and in 
OWE o 


‘The Lee County Agricultural association, formed at that 
time, held the first official cps recognized fair in Septen-. 
ber Of the _Tollowing year, ar Keokuk. It lested three 
days, end may have been the Perce feir to enforce the ruling. 
that every animal exhibited must be worth at leest as much 
as the premium for which it was yee 


On November 21, 1851, a mumber of Keokuk people inspired 
Dy G.°W. 2dmondson, publisher of a local agricultural paper, 
See euros) feir to be..held the following fall. The 
Peo eG cexhivition took plece at Keokuk October 13 and 14, 
Pave 2o, vos’ old: Tova Medical Collese, Third and Palean 
SUrecete > 


The Society decided on more extensive promotion for the 
next ShOWLNE , ae wry UeeCooer. L605, at Keokuk. sa the 


Waeks Drior to. th fair Jucge Thomas W. Clagett, President 
or the ee Coun ee Agricultural Society, delivered A espa 
Slyto GitiSerent pleces -- schoolhouses end other town mest- 


ine centers, and personally offered a prize of 350 for the 
best ten acres of corn grown in Lee County. (The required 
area wes later reduced to five acres beceuse of unfavorable 
corn-growing weather.) Keokuk was the scene of the next 
Souney Ter. in Lede. 


ivery form of gambling and gaming was prohibited on the 
fairezrounds, end it was announced that "pickpockets will be 
Pov. .on enc wried) ealterwerds,."” It wes ruled, too, that 
any quarrels or disputes arising set the fair may not be set- 
tled by the disputents on the premises. 


One of the highlights of the sports events was a boys! 
[Soutooe, sn Whieh, moted.e, local reporter, "some of the 
boys were Darefooted, and one, Ass TELE, aS bare .other- 
Wise.” He carried off the “%1C prize, wearing only "a pair 
Ol gpa oiliGuine drawers ." 
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of oem Poel tege 
square was near bed as "just 
“ £ fruits, vegetables, end house- 
cle hak visi tors were welcomed everywhere as 
Sie Sh aes sidents ml est Point, but at the regular 
ras accormodetions were bad and prices sky high. 





woe In 1856, sfter West Point citizens had pledted $500 to 


fit up the fairgrounds -- ten ecres doneted by Messrs. Jones 
and R. Guseka -- the Society voted to make the town the of- 
ficial end permanent site of the Lee County Feir. From that 
yeer until 1870, the event was held there annually on Sep- 
Remper £0, «2 , and mo, OF LheTreabdouts. 


Meanwhile et Keokuk in 1868 a “Horse end Mechanical 


Fair® had been set Peet eom Uetgper 6 tO G6, inclusive. Not 


Peewee orn Ol ote Mmechenical side of it, but of the 
Porece, SOMe Notations survive. Herly errivals engaszec at 
once in Nhoss™ talk. Local newspapers sraphically described 
every heet of the reces, naming each racer send his reletive 
prominence. 


Single buggy reces were contested by Amos and Kangaroo. 


"The eExcitenent sterted es Amos fled into the brush when 


elifwav eround the track, leaving the long-legged, leaping 
Kangaroo to finish (as ne had many times before) in solitary 
grandeur, the winner of the {40 purse. Race au patrons 
were never troubled about which horse would win when Kanga- 
Foo Was an entry. Although his leaps over Ba course might 
Por Gulte Tit into. any We cation of” -Tecing gaits, 
bettors on his prowess could rest assured that his sudden 
Bee@Pene os Pounds would irighten to flirsht or a ee 
all his competitors. Kengaroo's racing always drew a crowd. 


in the running events enthusiastic beckers shouted re- 
spectively for Rowdy, Black Chief, Troublesome, and Cotton- 
Picker, Dut they mient es well all have roared together for 
Cottonpicker, long, ransy, spider-legsed Cottonpicker, be- 
Cause he won every race. Cheos might heve resulted hed he 
and Kangaroo reced in the same class. 


There was a fast mule rece, with a $25 award, and a 
sloW mule race with ea =5 prize. The fast mules lost time by 
balking, first alternately then all together. One wild-eyed 
Pol tow Gscepes trom tne track, and tore through the brush, 
his frosty-haired Negro rider's shouts of "Whoe dar!" rapid- 
iy growing Tainter in the distance. The slow mule contest 
Deo Orly Girse entries, two of which, at "Time calledt", 
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ri ing! was: Cotton Bell, -@ slin, 
yy full of temperament 4s she was of 
wouldn't run at all unless there wes plenty of 
on, whereupon,in order to win,she tried out each of 

| “over pilentege When she could. feel the hot breath of a 
een Piet on her tlenk, a special frantic gait called 
a eels frichth” usually kept Wer «in the lead. Tucking 
those long dainty fees under her, she would give e series of 
Peneeume Oster Gives," end the pole wes hers. Then, for 
—%00G Measure, heartened bt the enthusiastic shouting of her 
eee ee CO oie bees Would turn in e mad » whirl, end run around 
Gite Urack @8oin, usually passing tne judges’ stanc with the 
Peau uerpeeras or the preceding race. The "little bleck 
Skeeter bug” jockey on her ‘back, “jes couldn't do nothin’ 
With her, Ross." But the crowd loved: her caprice and there 
Weese@l7-7S @ speciel nurse for variety gaits thet went by 
accleim to Cotton Ball. Her every leuvel was se testimonial. 
ole tieo VOUuNLy Sence of humor, without which she could: 
Reyer heve\ run at ail. 


Pore Pec isol ed become the favored fair site in 1870 
eiter resicents of that town hed prevared feirgrounds and 
ee ee on bua dines, also- offering other unnamed 
inducements. The "Twentieth -inmnual Fair of nite county was 
Wola wiere September 26 through °9, 1871, and was resched- 
Pee wirousn Tore. That yser, competition ie the Towa 
mee ce fairet Keokuk proved too strong, and a published re- 

Ort Statved thet tive county feir should never have been at- 
tenpte 2d under the circumstances. 


ates uss, Siistrict fsim head been held at 
Powe Om woures * Consecutive seasons,then wes replaced by 
Dueue Exhibiuaonis until 1687. The satuering thet vyesr was 
ioe remembered as a “cernival of heat and dust.” Tempere- 
Pee ea. aor any, no main hed fallen for several 
weeks, and teems had to laul water day end nicht for thirsty 
livestock, and to aninen-the race track. Dining pleces, 
rer freshment Svande een, Side-shows hed to be sbandoned be- 
Cause of the thick gray clouds which cloeked everything in 
a blanket of dust. However, the crowds meintained their en- 
Bue tesn end bie. Tair scored &€ Success. 


The officiel county fair lapsed from 1874 to 1878, whe 
+ was revived at Donnellson, as ‘being neorer Si Zeo- 
raphical center of the countv than its rivals It was not 
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tural. neice Baronet. 

State Feirs of 1869 and 1870, 

Union Agricultural and Stock Asso- 

County secured 70 acres of land about two 

si st of the Keokuk business section. The feirs 

| hose two years were subsequently awarded to Keokuk and 

; “the” construction of building besan in earnest. These were 

many - end varied. Water was abundantly. supplied by lerge 
Dee ter tole! Dponds,~wells, cisterns, anda natural spring. 


The first Jowa State Feir vas held at the new grounds 
eee tee poenber 14 through 18, 1869. The 78 exhibits in- 
Cluaed everything from milch cows to musical instruments and 
from sorghum to sewing mecnines. The livestock exhibits, 
divisions A (horses and mules) end B (cattle) had a large 
and waried representation. Premiums were levishly awarded. 
Only a few sheep.were entered, but the hog pens were filled 
Wa rune Nena ‘squealing | Berkshires, Foland Chinss, 
Chester Whites, and other breeds. The poultry exhibit was 
week, and interest centered mainly sround specimens of Brah- 
mas, Spanish Blacks, end some white »nhessants. 


All types of farm machinery were shown; exhibits of 
woods, textiles, metals, printing and book binding; grains, 
eecos, Tlovers, fruit, vesetables, and wines; every ert of 
housewit ery from jam To bed ; quilts; sculpture pitexmiderny,, 
chemical products, photography, models of boats and dams, 
plus & host of other things. 


Bepvember, 14, activities began at the fair at 9 a. mM. 
Vi iio plievwineg tetch in the field and a trotting race on the 
itooee) Pelrone thrilled to trotting. reces, running races, 
Uriee OL bueey horses, Single and paired, work teams and 
Te agrees  Lesvse Of speed and endurance, and cattle 
displays on the track both morning and efternoon. Livestock 
judging and exhibitions rounded out the program for a solid 
five-day festival of enjoyment for stock exhibitors and fans. 


Great crowds milled eround the exhibits. Sculpture by 
Pom Bawden of -Keokuk, anda bust of Lincoln by William 
Greenléend of Des Moines received special praise Long lines 
of wagons and buggies clogged the roads from every direction 
lezding to Keokuk, marking the fair's huge success. 


The fair fans got en ae treat when € spirited team 
or horses hitched to a wagon aged a spectacular runaway 
down Johnson Street. Amid te barking and chesing, 
the snorting team left an empty wagon slammed up against a 
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ister Giccs end better. Keokuk's 
0 neighboring | stetes and the chean trans- 
lities of both railroads and steamboats made 
easy of access end eroused active competition among those 
bringing in exhibits. The receipts swelled to the largest 

sum so fer reached in the Mievory Of the’ State Agricultural 
Society. 


When the fair came to Keokuk in 1874, the stsge wes set 
with perfect September weather end the fine facilities Keo- 
kuk had provided to make the fair a success, And people did 
Tespond. Visitors began to arrive at daybreak in all types 
of vehicles from mule-drawn carts to elegant carriages, Ux- 
Cursion boats and trains brought hundreds from far and neer 
points in Towa, Tillinois, end “Missouri. Tue turnpike on the 
filinois shore was a solid flowing line betveen Hamilton and 

“the bridge; both regular snd special trains on the railroad 
were jammed WLU eager crowds, end steamboats, barges, flat- 
boats, and canoes swung up or down the river laden with 
Peeeoreets £Or Che Toir., By noon the grounds were a swarmn- 
toe) Surging mass of humanity. salons the boerd fence there 
Wes Derely standing room. A single dav of this fair brought 
en atvendence of 25,000. 


in 1875 tie State Fair was egain held at Keokuk,equally 
es successful as in 1874. Material ecouinment wes increased 
sense Timber or “exhibits enlarged, while the spectstors 
Wumbered at least 10,000 more than the preceding year. 
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oe coo parpeelagadt Ligier 
8 et, mecadamized vith broken stone, 
“To wa none paraded to the shrill notes of 
| the roll be ‘arums si Convalescent soldiers roamed 









| paneled conveyances carrying ni deed to the new care bea 
al Cemetery at the edge of town; rebels captured et Shiloh 
pneerictsbure Landing merched to the prison; women 2nd girls 
We in hoopskirts picked their way ecross the dirt streets, 
4 carrying broths, jellies, books, or flowers to the soldiers 
“amethe six hospitals. Keokuk's citizens awoke dailv to 
fever iice Sounding from Camp Elisworth on the hill ebove the 
fotos eevee Une Tear of imvasion, for seversl skirmish- 
pees were ToOvueiy Within rifle sound. The rush and stir of a 
nation at war filtered into every community in the county. 


The struggle to gain mastery of the Mississippi River 
Sureed throush the countryside to the south of Keokuk. Many 
of the "tin-clad™ and "cotton-cled" steamers, armored with 
eee ooo, Yeled cotton, had once been paletial passenger 
Prue peer ire Doate. Altogether, the Government used 622 
Mississippi steamers as fighting machines. Steamboets on, 
the Mississippi pleyed almost es important e vert in pre- 
serving the Union es they hed in developing it. 


Pome es eWere Of War rumblings befqre the conflict 

4 broke out. » Situated as the city was on the border of Iowa 

and Mississippi, where northern and southern sympathies 

P§eered wit) hed lone been a bettleground of debate between 
northern snd southern views. 


The Underground Railway -- thet system of secret coop- 
eretion among antislavery people for helping fugitive slaves 
to escane into Canada -- had one of its most sactive stations 
ime bes: Countys 


One or the: mein routes of the "railroad" brenched out 
from Salem in Henry County and passed through Denmerk, Lee 
County. Most of the Negro fugitives were routed to Denmerk 
from Salem, but there were 2 few who followed an unknown and 
little used route either from Farmington in Van Buren County 
or Keokuk in Lee County. Denmark wes a Congregational 
stronghold, and its people, New England end Puritan in their 
background, were among the most active Underground Railroad 
agents. The Reverend Ase Turner, pestor of the Denmark Con- 
gregational Church, was the leader of these activities. He 
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fev stories thet are known of ectivities in Denmark 


indicate that most of the wesople in the village end the vi- 


cCinity were in deep sympathy with the slaves. Amone these 


who assisted in conducting fugitive Negroes was Dr. George 


Shedd who wes said to have been bold and daring. Philip 
James, a young abolitionist, made baskets to sell in Bur- 
lington, odut few knew thet Negro fugitives were often con- 
cealed beneath the bsskets. He often drove along the 
streets of Burlington making no attempt to sell his baskets 
until his contraband losd had been safely sheltered. A 
story is also told of a fugitive who céme to a house a few 
miles from Denmark to ask for shelter. He was concealed, 
PRaee s00ry time later, his pursuers arrived at the house. 
iney were immediately instructed to go in the opposite di- 
[ee ce trom che one the fugitive wanted to take. As soon 
Be aiey were gone, the Negro was hurried to a safe hiding 
Preece in Venmerk, At another ‘time’ two of the futitives,en 
route trom Denmark to cross the Mississippi into Illinois, 
were pleced in the bottom of a wagon box and covered with 
Peccene produce, "As luck would ‘heve it, they crossed the 
Piven CNetie came ferry that their mesters used, but the 
masters were never aware of it. 


One devout member of Asa Turnar's congregation was a 
POs; {Gecurce ul coucuctor who assisted many to’sefety. . One 
Puneey Morming;, just es\ hé was ready to start for church, 
word came thet slave owners were hunting with bloodnounds a; 
Pammere for Negroes he head concealed in his home. Before 
leaving, he instructed his son, who was staying at home, to 
feed the hounas some biscuits he had made, if their mesters. 
visited the house. Not long aftervard the dogs appeared at 
ieee cCnNe. eno ouce,; end the) son,ted. them, as his father 
had directed. It'was their lest meal: they died of poison 
hoe clear trom the “house. 


Because Denmerk hed been an active Underground Railroad 
Stetion and was heted by the Missouri sidave holders, it was 


Weierked Gowmiiduring the Civil Wer. Feer.of guerilla raid- 


ers developed a strong Home Guard there. For thet reeson, 
perhaps, the raiders failed to visit the town at all. 


President Lincoln's proclametion of war, April 4, 1861, 
brought the call for TIowa'ts “first quota -- one regiment. 
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mt a 4 : aT: rete) t a 
a es SMT te Ee 
-+ krone py acer am 
1, to give the citizens’ voluntary oath 
‘repeated the words of fealty in voices 
b trem og engi eaard teats "Casting eside ell party 
ites ee. tn hereby pledse ourselves with all the 
s in our power to support the Government and flee of the 

ted Stetes, henceforth end until the present conflict is 
ended, end that we recognize in the present crisis but two 
perties +- patriots and traitors." 


Peeeeee eo, tae) Old) 6vFeokuk Gusrds were -reorganized.' 
4 under the name of Union Guerds with 30 members enrolled. On 
: April 19 it was announced that Keokuk hed been cnosen as the 
| Peat De) Smoerteacton for the Towa troops going to the 
| Peer Pettlericld.,- Om wapril &2, a meeting was held at 
the old Athenium on Second Street to provide’ alco form the 
“femilies of volunteers. At this meeting Henry Strong pre- 
Sided end George W. McCrary (efterward Secretary of ‘er, 
1877-1880) and E. Jaegers, acted es secretaries. On Avril. 
bogey ue, Keokuk Artillery and the Governor's Guarcs reor-. 
ganized and tendered their services to Governor Kirkwood. 
Prete e, ool. a number of prominent citizens organized the 
Keokuk City Ri fle Pa vo neLeOle organization tha played a 
Slorious part in the war. Itwes the Home Guard. Recruits 
jgOined the "Rifles" end from its training entered the army. 
Over 1e0 piticers were commissioned. from its ranks, On 
Pogig2G5e reer y ting office wes opened in the Belkneps 
Puisaing on Fourth Street. 


After Keokuk hed been designated as the rendezvous of 
ine First hegiment, companies of volunteers began to arrive. 
On ae fei Ene whistle Gry moor laykeve Steppe. brought «a. hurry 
ing throng to the levee to creet the first three companies 
GOMarrive =- two from Dubucue and one from Devenport. With 
Pe eee ny fae a ee “ett! fece™,; ("Right face") ythe companies, 
1460 D¥Sthes2 mounted orficers, Manchemirupetpe Bhidipntiges 
Shel tliney orumsyrolling, and fiags flying. Keokuk soon. had 
parades ¢siore, for each incoming group peraded. On May 8, 
two companies from Muscatine end two from Burlington arrived: 
Oo, eNay: hose strom lowe City, Cedar |Rapids, and Mount 

Pleesant. For some time the soldiers were quartered in the 
upper rooms of business buildings. This made ermy disci- 
Phine Gifficulicand shifted almost all the disciplinery au- 
Digreay vO the shoulcers of company officers. 








To supply the Iowa troops with clothing and arms during 
the early months of the war wes a difficult task. The first 
uniforms of the ten compeniss of Iova volunteers accepted es 
Qa regiment were made from cloth bought by Ezekiel Clark of 
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Piececn: Ramee we som: 

he men from Burlington end Mount 
forms runes with red flannel, while black 
s turned up. at the side end fastened witha red, white 
blue tin bull's eyes about the size of a seuce plate, 
merked the Davenport soldiers. The whole rig, from hat to 
brogans, cost $8. An excerpt from Frank B. “ilkie, war cor- 
respondent for the Dubuque Herald and the New York Times 
‘SBives a vivid picture of the tailoring by the volunteer 
seemstresses. 





"A majority of the boys are eble to get their panta- 
Poors rom the Tloor by vuttoning the waist bands around 
meitimecks == others accomplish this result by bringing the 
“Waist bands tight up uncer the arms and rolling them six or 
eight inches at the bottom.... a fellow hes to take off his 
[teehee Mie Coat, then ascend one story before he can 
Pero Ore pockets, end efter reaching them they ere so deep 
Rhiew one Ges oO teke them off entirely before he can touch 
DOovunoms “Hach pocket Will hold 4a shirt, s blanket, and even 
eae we gore fie oeit, “it “atcany time he finds such .a treat 
necessary. 


MANO whe Coat Tit almost es well as the pants. To be 
ae her Of Chemiare’ two feet too large around the waist, 
Soave iMOst! as Mach too small eround the chest... 


Plime thie Ceéses) or 29 or 20 of them, the top of the col- 
apres DUS Saitritie above the small of the wearer's back, 
Pee aie esse Of sebout 4s meny more, the same article is 

few inches ebove the head of their owners. The same col- 
ar also in some cases terminates beneath each ear, and in 
thers it sweeps away around in a magnificent curve, ’ Pormine 
a vast basin, whose rim is yerds distant from the neck of 
Dus) possessor.’ And the sleeves too, have here and there a 
Fault, some are Sso-tight under the arms thet they lift ons 
Mowest ii heyWere Svingzing upon a couple of- ropes that pass 
mieer Nasi armpits. Others strike boldly out and do not ter- 
minete their voluminous course till a distance of several 
inehes beyond the tips of his fingers, while still others 
conclude their journey after marching only an inch or so 
below the elbows. 


Po mereyeuniforms hardiy) lasted till the soldiers 
reached Springfield, Missouri. The thin sleazy garments 
disintegrated so rapidly, especially behind, thst many of 
the soldiers took flour sacks and mecde themselves aprons for 
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fo free 3 ee pro- 
2c aie there were 
r Kirkwood secured arms for 
re : 3, but arms -- old fashioned brass 
eces. ‘Tnown as tand-such-is-the- -kingdom-of-hesven" 
ce gleam they kicked Fantier than they shot. 
oe 
(eee reome deya tater tents Carte. and Camp Ellsworth, the 
“first Riven wer Walitery camp in the Stete, named for Col- 
onel Hllsworth of New York, was established in the north 
part of Keokuk. 


The first recruited Iova regim ents were still in Keokuk 
Woew “tephen A. Doueles died in Chicago on June %. The fu- 
isfal procession for Dougles, in Keokuk, on June 11 was led 
Meee Teorus  cevelry, the PFivst, Second, snd Third Regi- 
ees, hem cene the Mayor and city HounGs.., tase clerey, the 
Porat ge wy Oro1e, Sequire, the Tunmeral: car, and a 
Por procession of mourners. 


Mee oe Oroere Tor troop movement. came from Generel 
Pomona ane 156. “A steamer took these first Iove troops, 4 
Pefinhient Of anfentry, to Hannibal, Missouri. 


Toone ove ve Of Missouri Doth Union and Confederate re- 
cruits Were being enlisted, for the Missouriens were divided 
Glee Ver @uest on, 1" Sesesh” was the ponuler neme em the 
Gontecsrates beceuse they favored secession from th Union. 
Because or the large numosr of adherents on both ae in 
Missouri, collisions between armed bodies of men were fre- 


suent. 


The only shots to land on Towa soil during the Sivil 
Pema govevers, sere during what was celled the Battle of 
Athens, (iee@er pon Ayeuss,) Oo, 1e6l., Athens ‘wes loceted on 
tae Wen Roines Hiver, ©O miles northwest of Keokuk. Cn Au- 
Ponte, Colle So tons Of DrovisSions including a quentity of 
Mus kebe aa Veni ton, hed been sent to «athens . the Deg 
beigee Valley Raidroad. Uolonel David Moore wes stationea 
here with about 500 voluntvers, ermed with everv known style 
orveun, The Confederates heard of tie shipment snd deter- 
Mined to attack Athens and capture the supplies. They wer 
Peo ibe 1,500 en, under Col. Mertin E. Green. 

AUZUSt 2, messenrers arrived at Athens, bringing news 
of the “Sesesh”™ plans, and Sunday evenings, Ausust 4, anobher 
messenger rushec in with word thet the onslausht Wes to be 
msde the next day. 
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ude Tae hed dant o hae ace ae MecDowell with three 


compa- 
Nien ol tie Sixth Tove; end Colonel “‘orthington with five 


coupenies of the Fifth Towa, set out for Athens. A brass 


six-vounder was hauled along, and enough provisions to stand 
@é seive. 


Colonel Green had planted two cannon on the bluff be- 
mind Athens at 5:50 on the morning of Ausust 5 and opened 
Dire whale his infentry attecked the Moore forces. The can- 
Ger pelts “Tilew too high, however. Instead of hitting the 


eneny, they passed over the heeds of the Union soldiers, 


(eres tle fiver “ang struck the ‘Croton bluff. It is said 
thet the sound of the guns could be heard in Keokuk. 


Peete er, part of the .fischtings took plece in the 
Corer eelas efrounc Atnens. Colonel Moore's forces held their 
Peerere oe eeuly Tors time, then cherged the rebel San 
TOU. coon. Durine the battle the Croton Home Guard and 
the Keokuk companies merched into 4a sugar camp on the each 
bank and fired across the river onto the Confederates in the 
COrmtield, inflicting considerable loss. At two in the 
Srvetnoon a YSecessionist. detechment, besring a white flag, 
Peed © opOrtyaity Do recover end bury their dead. The re- 
ei SeTented. Theat night ‘outposts and guards were 
Pitre Oned sic tne? troops slept on their arms. Though many 
eee tet. Fe reo tne Ccamy, there wes no battle. The 
next day, while the Athens Home Guerds set out in pursuit of 
ee oC ie: Keokuk  sobabers returned. The Union 
Tees tn Gio) Pattie) of Athens’: were four killed, three 
Wounded ~peadiy, —~end 2O wounded sli-htly. The Conf edercte 
losses were much more. 


Om August 9 the’ Sixth Regiment received its marching 
orders et Keokuk. When all the companies hed assembled, the 


regiment marched to. the dock, ‘stex pPins TOIT Ey, Cite wands 


drum music. More than 800 Iova boys crossed the gangplank 
of the pale ‘hong wer tagle as bands on the shore» played: "The 
Pretty Little Girl TI Left Behind Me,” and people crowded 
close to weve and shout goodbye. The boat swung to the 
Micalesotethe river. ina roar of steam whistles, clanging 
bells, hurrahing crowds, and shouting soldiers. 
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zy Poser relent Gee 
. Yt: "No soldier on” the 
Per Ose, Se service than she rendered.” 
eredited with sterting the first Sol- 
ootety, calling the first meeting of the women 
| Wednesday, me y 8, 1861. On June 1; the “ women 
wIret at the ‘Yedical College for the stated nurpose of forming 
a Volunteer Aid Society. By June 22, they were attempting 
to ae! the. soldiers with havelocks end sanitary supvpliss. 
Mrs. J. B. Howell, wife of the editor of the Keokuk Gate 
City, later becanie the president of the organization, 









en Pore eer eho, tool, Governor Kirkwood- appointed 13 
prominent citizens 25 members of s Staté Sanitary Commissim,. 
with Mrs. Wittenmeyer as agent. In 1862 Mrs. Wittenmeyer 
Sained permission to visit the war hospitals of the Nation, 

end discovering the appallingly bad food served to the sick 
Soldiers, she persuaded the authorities to experiment with 
diet kitchens in the hospitals. In spite of initial opposi- 
(On, thie idea worked out successfully, and by the close of 
the war there were more yey 100 diet kitchens where such 
$000 42 Chicken broth, milk, tomatoes, jellies, grueéls, tea, 
end vegetables supplemented the, regular army Tere. In May 
1664, this work was made a part of the United Stetes Chris- 
tian Commission, and Mrs. “ittenmeyer resigned as State San- 
itary Acent to organize end supervise the diet kitchens. 
The commission provided the maintenance end expenses of the 
women whom Mrs. i/ittenmeyer chose as supervisors. Although 
Cae. eovermment furnished most of the supplies in these 
kitchens, additional foods, such as jellies and pres-rves, 
Were Turnished by private agencies. 


While the boys in blue were et the front fighting the 
Devulesucl ) cueir country, those who. remaAinead .at home took 
thought for the soldiers and their families. Lee County is- 
sued a county war et to pay each married man who volun- 
teered for the war ©75 and cach single man 850. This tax 
was five and a half Die On Coen dolier, Leviead upon ali 
Gaxavie property of the county. The money wes raised the 
Most @xpecditious way, through ane issuance of war notes to 
the emount of £38,000 in sums from one to $100. Hach note 
Was to bear interest at elght per cent, to become due in 
Necowie ey le rOmiikhe cate. of sale end to. bé receivable in 
payment of the war tax. 


; Hach man in the county was expected to buy for cash at 
lest 9S Many of these notes -- dolisr for dollar -- as 
would pay his tax. Thus Lee Count was enabled to raise her 
quota of volunteers without placing upon the shoulders of 
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ideale 


| news of the battle of 
mi opiver to EOL. The city 
é ty lists. for so meny Iowe boys who 
; eet Keokuk had fought in that con- 
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eo Mie 
oy Jaa 
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is te was a epee Sunday morning, April 19, 1862, when 
opie the first hospital ship, flying its T3Llow flag, was sighted 
aeross and down the river at Warsew, ig pete Church was 
dismissed and hundreds flocked to "oh levee to help the 
Beeetere too Jil to walk, This ip. ne John Warner, in 
eee OT. dG OU. Hvehes, Jr. wes’ the Tirst of two ships 
Gispetched to Keokuk With 1,900 wounded to arrive. The 
eevee. OOt tie’ se0ond ship, docked a half hour later. 
hese learce Tow Orleans boats carried the first wounded sent 
morth fron St. Louis. Peta Fae ln be “Steamer DD, fs 
Jvenvary erriveda with 300 more wounded At ones, in addition 
to Estes mouse. Leighton House, the Medical College, Central 
Por oune (old -nieh sehool), thé Rice Building, and the 
Simpson house were commandeered as Gospitvels, .Two.. weeks 
Meee Soot e Vere 29S petients in Estes Eouse alone, and 37 
SolcLers nad died. By Ae boos, wleTe, Were!) stil 1,500 
Peticon,s Gh. the hospitels; 617 had died, 1b of whom were 
ron ores. “Keokuk was the “most importent er hospital cen- 
ter of the Northwest. 





vere keenly awere of war with 


Coo People) pr | Reokuk 

scent soldiers at liberty, wandering 
a 
e 


Punic ecs of convalesc 
through the streets, end with hundreds lying at the point of 
death “in the hospital bed They gladiy furnished sheets, 
pillows, bilenkets, pendaees, tovelS, handkerthieis, bed- 
Socks -—- everytnine they could to edd to the comfort of the 
tien. They replenished the hospital kitchens with crackers, 
Goes Oupoer) Oricd Trouit, jellies,  cordials, sugar, dried 
beer, Treen tes, tapioca, nutmegs, corn starch, and other 
*Ooocs that helped the sick soldiers to convalesce. 


Purge toe winter 36 
donated 108 wegonloads ea St 
werm, Estes House alo Wit 


o-64 farmers ilving near keoxis: 
ove wood to keep the soldiers 
h 350 beds, consumed 500 cords. 


There Was 92 daily procession to ces National Cemetery, 
Setamiened In @eokuk in, Se pte ae 120.0 Be Lhe ene oF 
[Soo seOlLirers ned’ been buried foe Rebdsl, Union, “oa 
Negro soldiers alike were interred within its acres. Almos 
the entirs loyal male population was in the Government ss 
Vares,Uuu many of Lhe rest were in oad with the South 
It must not be forgotten thet hed the Meson and Dixon Line 
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Boon penio neti Pose, testis ea airtel 
ee political figure during the Civil wer 
Reconstruction period following it. Both “Clagett 
an an loshed the Union esuge and mede perticuler ridicule 
of tae Lome Guerds biter tue Dioodiess  bettle of Croton. 
mney were werned reneétsdly to keep still, but Clagget 
“YOU Ways Gis say it en ermy stood st his door’, and Dean, 
wien Ro Deer) of bodily hern, attied on #@s seditiously as 
@€ver. Then in February 1865 there occurre*. one of the most 


fenmetic incidents of hospital DP esieetnewke te) OLtr: 


= 


GOnvVaiescent soldiers in the khespitel unread secretiv 


Peer mec S10 waich leered into e6ction on the nicht of alae 


ruery 19, soehir Puetiee at, Sditorials ,infthe Keokuk Con- 
Beivutionu, ainumber of solciers marchec from the hospitel 
down to tac Git tention, Spinto roe ip Ghee. prs: 


ses, and 


a 
threw then, tovether with eases af Lype SU onoPall ouner tons 


PenNvs,into the strest. DreysS ware Dacked up to the curb and 
the wreck 3d presses louced in. 


Pe een og ee eyscusd ol about 20°rsén; ermed, equipped, 

Pec ecOmesndec (ob Lieutensat Ball, got mine of the effreir ana 
Pushed cqouble quick into Svcond Street iwhere they formed a 
edhe Se eae encode ee Tro Go) printing offices. Bali com- 
peeec hone solclers tor disperse, but they psid no attention 
vi Beaute Then ordered his “mon etovload their guns, which 
tney Gid, snd as the lest certridse was rammed home and guns 
Caopec, His order renege out -- "Make ready." Then ~-- "Take 


: 
aim," 


Not 2&2 gun was raissd. A convalescent soldier stending 
Seeaseuueiant~pall. spoke in 4 low tone, een give another 
oer Soo O11 eoes the top of vour head. Another conva- 
lescent zrowled to.the soldiers in eer MMOveI ho. -BHOCT 
Pperou'hl bertilled with eed.” 


om ee Seateored nie. Wonk shoot’ >was the Leconic 
enswar . 


[imi Cfisie the Loader of the mob ordered his men to 
(eee y » Bigot dress”, “Left fece”, end on they marched 
TOWera Wein Strest, as orderly das if on dress hameonaek but 
the loaded crays went with them. A few minutes leter press- 
es end type were sinking in the deep weturs of the Missis- 
Sippls ss eeenuually the vressos were fished out, and the 
Constitution resumed publicetion, its sentiments cooled for 
the duration of the wer. 
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Pacntoaeks epar tO 
Z a dn kaeps aise 
: , bareheaded and coat- 
ough one crowd, Clambered into a 
moo to Listen to him. Judge 









y ae Eas 3 ise oten 5 Bloquently ‘and eernest- 

| Tusee Howell put his wplea,and saved the life of Henry 
Dean. Never for an instant did Dean lose his nerve, and 
when he wes told that he could go, he walked away as cooly 
and slowly es though nothing had happened. 


At another time Dean himself was his seviour. The near 
dynching, instead of silencing hed merely sharpened his 
tongue. Stung by the seditious remarks flung at them by the 
eve! Oretor, solciers once again wayleaid Dean ona dark 
Side street in Keokuk. Possibly he was arrayed in his typi- 

Pear costume Of Tloving- linen duster, brogans with shoe laces 
whipping sbout his ankles, pantaloons, and blue flannel 
Poirw. suOUuLLY rerusing to retract his remarks, Dean was 
Peewee tole Hivit overlooking the Mississippi. There was 
NO Grial. Just a5 the sergeant of the sroup was ready to 
Bive the Orders to throw him into the river, the Reverend 
Dean hela up his hand. Suspicious, the sergeant growled, 
"WO ore¢or’," But oratory Wes iter fron the doomed man's 


zi 
. 


THhOugntS. Insteacd,he handed the sergeant a pocket knife and 
a@o,ea Dim to deliver it to Dean's ee a tow-haired isd of 
See oy yomlo Prize 1%, “Tomorrow”, said Dean, “he'll ride 
his hobbyhorse up to the sete and onder why His  Lavner 
doesn't come. Long has he wanted Guat Knife to meke nimseif 
Pigeves Oss Sno pigeon boxes. ‘We're poor, sentlemen, very 


poor, and I cannot buy him storenace hoya.” 


Peat ee Om tor a few minutes, telling the soldiers of 
His Wite, who had struggled through derk days with him. At 
Peevey olCe cied away. He stood there, silhouetted 
egeinst the early evening sky, his face buried in his hands. 


Only a crackle of dead leaves indicated the soldiers’ 
deperture. At last the xAsverend Dean ani 4 captain stood 
alone on the towering bluff. The. captain, unmoved, said: 
“hen you and Belzebub meet in the erearter and ergue for 
em a soule, my Syipatnies ere all with the devil. You can 
go home now.' 


Lee County raised 15 companies from 1861 to 1864. The 
first companies from Iowa for the three-year enlistment, or 
duretion of the wer, were Keokuk companies. Many Lee County 


men also served in éther states. 
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“O¥er che ety days 
| fifty-seco encampment of tne Grand 
enu Pimenain Keokuk in wveo, Telorans in 
saluted the former hospital with the old time 


Ww 
¥. - 


Pa omar old fae es House was rezed, its cornerstone 
found perwenent resting ploce in the Netional Cemetery. On 
the bronze teblet which was placed on the glass enclosed 
“Cornerstone in Towa's little Arlineton were these words, ap- 
Die oy ye Guarvermester General: “Cornerstone of the 
Meee eevee woUsee, Fifth snd Mein, Keokuk, Tova. Site of Arny 
Meee ei ooe-—Uetoper 1, 1865. Hrected, to the memory 
Meee Veclchers Wo died in the old General Hospital at 
Keokuk end are buried in the National Cemetery.” 
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ali BP? ths fixe | white man to meke permanent settlement on the 

velit "Point" was the Scotchman, Dr. Samuel C. Muir. In 1820 he 
bas built 2 little cabin for his Indian wife énd their children 
on the blurf that was to become Keokuk. 


; Moses Stillwell and Mark Aldrich opened a treding post 
Pe ee Foint in 1629 for the American Fur Company, which,in 
1851, constructed a block of five cabins to serve es their 
headquarters. This was later known as "Ret Row”, e rambling 
‘one and two story structure meade of round hewed logs, with a 
rude stairway mounting from the outside and 4 puncheon plat- 
Porm on Giree sides of the building that served.as a steam- 
boet landing. | 


Harly in March, 1831, Isaac R. Campbell settled at the 
Point and during the following yeers he cleared and fenced 
Ce eee lend On GOD Of &@ hill on which he raised 
Gorn 3nd. potatoes. He sold this petch to Dr. Isaac Galland, 
Beene oe) tne) 6h New York Lend Compeny, in the early part of 
1857. Dr. Galland employed © surveyor nemed Brattle to make 
eee Cl Let, anc to subdivide it into blocks, lots, 
SBorects, @nd alleys. The original plat is dated July 23, 
1840, | 


Up vo the year 1835 the settlement at the foot of the 
Rapids hed been without a distinctive name. In the early 
days the Indians called the place "Puck-e-she-tuck,” meaning 
"Where Dhe water runs fast,” or “at the foot of the reo.ue ." 
Voyagers end fur traders identified it as "The Point” or the 
“Pemmers* “Treading Post" until 1829 when the name "Keokuk" 
Weewtitset Biven. tothe village, In this year, on July 
Fourth, 8@t a steamboat celebration of river captains de- 
tained while lightering over the rapids, Col. George Déeven- 
port proposed, and the measure was adopted, that the place 
be named for Chief Keokuk of the Sac tribe, whose home was 
aooub Six miles up the river. Citizens of the village felt 
that this naming by outsiders was herdly legal and in Sep- 
tember 1834 citizens of Keokuk christened the hamlet anew. 
Peete ee Written in 187i by ¢. B. Patterson, editor at 
that time of the Oquawka (Tilinets) Spectator, an account is 
given of the event. 
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toe, their. ew “in the 
ious business of the con- 

‘ adjourned to George Gaines’ 
endly dish of talk and something 


As ens npearicch wore on, plans for the future looked 


+ ron 


more rosy and the part the Indians had played in developing 


the country was more vividly realized. It was then that 
George Gaines stepped to the bar end called the meetinz to 
order. iia Tew erepnie phrases he told of the merits of 
Rie trhena Chier Keokuk, who hac been the “white man's 
friend” in the struggle between the two races for the owner- 
Ship of the land. Geines closed his speech by suggesting 
that "White man and Red man each honor the othsr by naming 
their town Keokuk.” Whereupon he set out on the bar 4 de- 


Peetiver Ole Wouskey snd a pitcher of wseter, seying, "All per- 


sons in fevor of Keokuk, vlease step forward and drink." 


In @ nloment Esquire Isaac Cempbell hed jumped to nis 
Peet and, beine a teetotaler, filled his glass with water. 
Geines followed utyete! whiskey, ‘a Ot Ghe Oovher Citizens, all 
drinking to Keokuk. 

One citizen, J. B. Patterson, did not respond. He hes- 
ivevcea tO yous partly because he had so lately came to the 
Gommunity, end pértly beceuse he did not like Keokuk. Upon 
urging, however, the one dissenter cowned his "No” with 
water. 


Thus was astabli 
Gonsisted of one f 
cabins. 


shed the name for e settlement thet 
me house (Mrs. Muir's) and ten log 


Keokuk wes incorporated under a special charter by 
legisletive ect approved February 23, 1847. <A census fe se 
in the spring of the seme year showsd a population of 620, 
ana 250 houses. The first election of city officers was 
held on Monday, the third day of January, 1848. Its govern- 
ment was of the mayor-council form until 1910,when it became 
one of the first cities in the country to edopt a commission 
tye er 2overnment. In the lete 1640's, end for many years 
following, Keokuk was the most important oity. in the State, 
a Manufacturing and distributing headquarters for the pio- 
neer Middle ‘est. In the days when rivers constituted the 
main means of transportetion, it was known és the Gate City, 
not only for Iowa but for the North and West es well because 
of its position at the head of unobstructed nevigetion from 
the south end at the foot of the rapids on the north. 
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was 
ee But ou botnet “Gon- 


ngien, et Keokuk in 1852. Oak 








is on of the olay, pee 
anks “to the number of 712,800 feet were used atop a 
e@revel-send foundation. By 1865 the Plank Road ves et the 
height of itS populerity although its use continued for some 
ee oe oe Ae ey ea traveler noted that in a single day 
me Counted GS many 2s a4 hunered vagons zo0ing eech way over 
tie Plank Hoed. All of them paid toll because privete 
entervrise owned + bile f0su, Puy if 167) the county bought the 
thoroughfere for %2£,000 "ond it became a free highway. In 
one. course ‘or time the Poet ke were. Lorn Up end ‘sola for 
Tirewood, but the route was not abandoned end continued to 
Meets) Pp i olipea. highway into Keokuk from the northwest. 
in 1857 Lee County's "Poor House” was located on the Flank 
eee OO eae tice MOrth or Keokuk, It .consisted of a 
POW oO. LOS huts enc one Smail frame house, 


eee eau Foltroad, ‘ine Keokuk, Mt. Pleasant. and 
Mee ceviee failrosd, Wes started well before the. Civil War, 
Sna Yas  oOniv’ 16 miles long. It was used for transferring 
fTreisnt from the St. Louis and Northern Line steamboats at 
Peer oO) Pout roce, 12 miles up whe Mississippi at tne hee 
Sete tee, tO boats “bound for ‘uwp-river points. The 
Oey Fel eec Gonetruct:on on the road to Mt. Pleasant, 
but,the war once well over, the Chicago, Burlington end 


Miincy Railroad swallowed the road's little beginning and 
extended the track hrough Fort Medison and on into Bur- 
Jing ton. 


The fist passenger-carryineg railroad out of Keokuk 
Wer iGO Overey7On avound 16866 or 1867; the exact date of 
Poet er te Uncertain, The road ‘sterted ss the K. Ft. 
Devs ang “Mik. R., (Keokuk, Fort Des Moines and Minnesota 
Railroad) cy folloved the Des Moines River to Ottumwa. Not 
Une i 2608 Gid 1% reach Fort Des Moines, and its Minnesote 
goal wos never even ettempted. Several changes of neme fol- 
lowed each other rather rapidly. When the road reached 
Fort Des Moines, the region wes reflected in the railroad's 
new title of the Des Moines Vallev Railroad, Keokuk, however, 
Was aghest at the "omission of the only important ovart of 
the title,” wh-reupon the nsme took 9 quick turnover and be- 
come the Des Moines end Keokuk Railroad. After yeers of op- 
eration under thst title, the Chicago, Rock Island and 
Pacific Railway absorbed the road. 
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a brousht over from Quincy, 
honor one of Keokuk's prominent 
ne wes christened PHe ted: Aix hornish. 
2 were two otier well known engines in the carly days -- 
St. Louis and the Montrose, The letter, in its old age, 
Tepeired and reneinted, continued service under s new 
Peitiei-- the E.R, Sutton. These engines were woodburners, 
with huge PE ae TS | ena were kept painted a shiny black 


nie ana hooded with a screen to prevent flying sparis. Some- 
ef tUine perscnal was lost from the railroads when the big C. B. 


Peeeeeror Ghee 0. Rh. 1.4% PP. roads substituted numbers for 
hemes in designating the engines. 


Reokuk’s religious ectivity began June 25, 1675, when 
PacvneriNerouette’ landed ‘st the foot of Sandusky Creek, a 
Tew mites north of the site of Keokuk, end said prayers for 
Soe Peeceiul conversion of the Indiens. Nearly a. century 
Sree orie.2 | leter, in-i8i7, when this section was under the 
Ruy edi cuion- of the Diocese of New Orleans, a Trappist 
priest, Fether Joseph Mery Durend stopped off here on his 
Wayeto freirie du Chien. with the opening of the 1830's 
Other priests traveled up and down the river with brief 
Stops at the newly namea& villege of Keokuk. The first fully 
PeCCr eae eos) OL Splritvel-vVisitation in. lowa, however, are 
[ee eer se) Peuner Yan Quickenborne, on: October 6 to 9, 1852. 
His diery shows thet on those four days he baptized many in 
the faith and performed five merrisges. He wes followed by 
itinerant preachers of various faiths who, beginning about 
eo eld services in Keokuk's notorious old "Rat Row® on 
Ghie leyees From these pioneer beginnings sprang some of the 
euate’s Outstend-nge churches. Keokuk sew several of Iowa's 
"Pirst" churches started -- the Methodist Hviscopal in 1841, 
the Unitarian on October 4, 1853, and a Jewish Synagogue on 
Mevember eay 16904 In 1941 Keokuk had ees substantial 
churches, all in edifices of their own, many of them noted 
OoVer @ Wide erea for their architectural beauty. 


The first schoolmaster in Keokuk was Jesse Creighton, a 
eaeemecera) Ini iSoa he started @ Little: school of eight 
Papi Ss.) heitound ample time for teaching. his pupila be- 
Cause the people did not cater to the shoemaker's trade, but 
went barefoot in summer end wore Indian moccasins in winter. 
Until 1852 the Keokuk schools were smell, one-story frame 
buildings in which church services were held on Sundays. 
During this period an assortment of privete schools for ad- 
YVeneed Anstruction sprang up, prospered for a season, then 
died. Keokuk's school district was organized i the public 
school system started in March 1851. Two year later the 
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| standard that was rec- 
| | “0 eae St By 1941 it had six modern 
grade school ridings, a junior high school #nd-a senior 
ile school. ae ochial schools number three: 3t. Vin- 
Gent's grade a hag St. Peter's accredited high school, and 
8t. Mary's school. The Keokuk Business College develoned a 
noteworthy clientele in the town. 






Keokuk Medical Collese wes the outgrowth of the “Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons of the Upper Mississippi” 
thet began a brisf life in Davenport in 1849 after some 
Weers Of Stormy existence in Various locations in Indiana 
emG@ illinois. The year 1850 saw the college renemed és the 
Pee tege (OT Physicians enc Surgeons and removed to Keokuk, 

“Where it received recognition by the Board of Trustees of 
tis University of Iowa as the medical depertment of the 
University. Wot et any time, however, did this sponsorship 
Gyeauew Universizy bear any financiel oblisetions. The re- 
wee continued for 20 veers, until 1870, when the Col- 
Pope ee Cine Opened s% [ows City as en integral. part of 
the University. 


Peoms. -oOllece of rnysicians snd Surgeons led a note- 





changing curriculum, 


Worthy existence for veers anc gradusted over 4,000 doctors, 


Saosin ous, (Vice Titts Wilbnhin the faculty resulted in 


Shestormetion of another medical college at Keokuk. The: 


4 


Pee ees oe. occurred 1m 1O58, but existed for only two, 


Yeere.s Thirty vears later, in 1890, another .split in the 


eo UL NY brought into being the Keokuk Medical College. Both, 


medical Ne however, were dependent for their funds 
es Loge. subscriptions -- @ scanty soil that made exis- 
Sone ee eorececn institution so hezerdeus thet by 1899 the 
Golleg:s ons lvanated unger the titie of the Keokul Medical 
College ; we ece, OL Fhysicians, ana Surgeons. 


Tn 1900 a Nation-wide movement began which recuired of 
medical schools a more thorough laboratory instruction in 
better laboratories, under the direction of trained, sal- 
roe ae Uo lbidie Inetructors. A. private college such as 
Keokuk's could not compete under these restrictions with the 
State supported institutions. Keokuk Medical College merged 
Whom Drake University in 1908. Five yeers later, for fi- 
nancial reasons, Drake's Medical Collese became absorbed by 
the University st Iova City. 
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din the. se ie Snag irnese. 
ee River introduced tricky 

ns for agptous tae settlement. «as the capi- 
i the Healf-Breed Trect with its endless end intricate 
ad trouble settlements, Keokuk was a “wersatile training 
ound in legal proficiency. Out cf this confusing politi- 
gal background developed a legal stendard and a legal abili- 
ty thet for years plfced Neokuk lawyers et the top of the 
profession. vith such an array of talent for a faculty, a 
lew college at Keokuk seemed only logical. after a period 
Of discussion, vlans metured end the articles of incorpors- 
tion for a Keokuk Collese of Lew were filed in August 1882. 
The amount of canital stock wes 850,000 divided into shares 
ati PLO Each. 





Commodious quarters were assigned to the new college in 
Sie buitding “or the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
which wes located at the east corner of the intersection of 
Seventh end Blondeau streets, the site leter occupied by the 
Mesonic Temple. 


Tie law school of Iowa's pioneer davs functioned suc- 
Ceesiully for a number of oe canine it wes discontinued, 
its Teculty wes composed oF eminent men among whom were Jus- 
peoe, foie CO. Miter ‘of ne ‘mited ‘St bes Supr eme Court, 
Saiee wy My berk of, the ove Supreme Court, Georgs W. Me 
Crary, Pike cwocates Secretary of “var, site an unusual number 
or national legislators. 


Durine the Civil War two ferryboats cr ec the xiver 
between Keokuk anc Hamilton, the Gate City and the iemilton 
Belle, riunnine “day end night. The meagle, a small packet, 
Mede trips to Jarsew and Alexandria. “These ferries were all 
of the side wheel type,to enadle teans to Walk through the 
boat, so that there was no need to turn the horses when 
Greve OL. 


The ferry landing ¢«t Keokuk was at the foot of Main 
Street, which was macademized with broken stones, but in wet 
weather it became muddy and slippery, making it herd for the 
Leensier teams. Often four to six horses were required to a 
Wagon. 


a Keokuk man was lergely instrumental in the adoption 
of the weather service by the United States Government. The 
method of foretelling weather fects on a scientific basis 
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nneman wrote of his work ane en W. W. Belknap, a 
(tian, who was at thet time Secretary of War. This 
‘WES primarily responsible for heving the law passed 
Ongéress authorizing the Secretary of War to provide for 
some recording. of meteorological observations at military 
ihm and other points in the interior of the continent. 
[re seeet Does POL jhe coming “to Keokuk of Samuel 
Clemens (iisrk Twain) is not known, but his brother Orion 
Clemens moved to Keokuk June 9, 1855, heving bought a small 
Printing plent then known as the Ben Pranklin Book and Job 
Office. It was after this thst Seamus] Clemens ceme up from 
Bh, Louis ee Tictosero Orion prevailed upon him to re- 
Hein end assist him in the job printing work, sgreeing to 
Dey him 55 a week and board. 


Ptieegoe Or iiuine Shop Was. on the third floor of what 
foe se cane Or Nein Street. The building was later taken 
over by the Tova State Insurance Company, remodeled and made 
eee os OL eine) - Oltice building,.on the corner of 
eecond end Main streets. When the building was remodeled, 
Mere TWein’s room was completely restored, with type cases, 
Peewee, ara eheirs, ail reminiscent of the great humorist. 


Merk Twain made the first city directory Ol Keokuls A 
Cre eo te Se Orafing! ~edition, dated 1856, is preserved by 
Pee eo ee Oli brery, Im the directory, 68 in every- 
[einer ier. voucked,, Mark Twain left the merk of. his humor, 
listing nimself as an anticuerisan. “Every town should have 
at least one," he said, "and Keokuk had none.” 


Apother exemple of Mark Twain's early ovrinting is a 
menu of .the old Ivins House, the leading hotel in Keokuk in 
1855-56. A copy of this menu was preserved by the Keokuk 
Public Library. In 1948, -the Merk Twain Zephyr gave a daily 


ae me 1 RENEE. A ERR mA 


reminder of the beloved writer. 


The old Ivins House, now known as the Hawkeye Hotel,at 
the northwest corner of First and Johnson streets, becsme 
noted not only because it was Twain's regular bosrding house, 
but because it was also the scene of his first efter-dinner 
speech, made on the occesion of a banquet celebrating the 
hundredth anniverserv of the birth of Benjamin lear A 
report of the banquet apvpeared in the Keokuk Gete City of 
January 19, 1806. 


AQ 


ie 
1 to eee ux: ae : 
Dl x he nied arene Et 
| ct. Sever aes 
aod deel. anbogeeg ee 
i todts aoe OE “eo tee 


a 3 re 
i . he Pa a» ae 





« 


ers ‘ ? > 





: ates Masti tition ; the 

ent de epertments of War, 
Reet nehes, the WNetional and 
uments are records, opened for the 
4, Through cooperation with the 
itt pie a nora Daily Gete City end the Keokuk 
tien Eweekiyy:: the library maintained from the first 4 
complete file of all newspaners published in Keokuk after 
1850. The library purchased for #250 the remarkable diary 
mr Dr. Joshua Monroe Shaffer, prominent physician and 
naturalist, who came to Keokuk in 1872 st the age of 42 and 
lived there until his death in 1926. For 62% years ODr.- 
shaffer kept a diary, an eisht-volume chronicle, in precise 
handwritten entries, of the daily history of Keokuk. 






Keokuk's first newspaper was the Iowa Morning Star end 


Keokuk Commercial Message published by Thomes Gregg in 1845. 


it was a six-column weekly appearing every Thursday morning. 
Meee one Yeer however, its place wes taten by the Iowa 
Argus and ee ,e County Commercial poveruieer, .Sdited= py Cole 
William Patee. The first issue apveared 1. in Jgenuery 1846. 





The Keokuk Register, edited .end published by John W. 
and Robert B. Ogden, wes “the first newspaper in Ksokuk to 
attain success. Its initial number was issued May 15, 1847, 


asa weekly. 


The first daily newspaper in Iowa was the first daily 
in Keokuk -- the Keokuk Daily Whig, which developed from the 
Keokux Register. It It appeared ss oe Daily Whig on March 2, 
1854, with James B. Howell es editor and publisher. At 
first the Daily was a five-column folio dependent for news 
upon river packets and the "Dony express." It made little 


Pere or focal ‘items, Within a year, however, the Daily 


“Whie hed Chenged°’ its name to the Keokuk Gate City and 


eee 


started on its “lone career under that neme ss the most noted 
newspaper of southeastern Tove. Perhaps its best known ed- 
itor wes Samuel Mercer Clark, whose brilliant and versatile 
Boitorials for S30 years von for him the title of "msster 


stylist of the Iowa Press.” 


The Keokuk. Citizen began publication October 27,.1922 
under the editorship of its ovner, Edward F. Carter, The 
peper eppesred weekly and becaine widely known for its many 
historical articies. 


The South Lee County Courthouse, at the corner of Fifth 
and Concert streets, wes erected in 1856-57 by Dr. John F. 
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tes /Ylae deen Tee on 
River spr nto life, creating a whole new 
a4: disappointments. For a few promising 
_ gize" steamboats made history in navigating 
& nes across the State, but slowly the bitter truth 
was realized that the Des Moines bed filled too rapidly with 
' si sand for the stream to be navigable except at "high water." 
_ Year by year the boats making the journey were fewer until 
this enterprise, that had consumed thousands upon thousands 
of dollars in river improvements and boets, was only a mem- 
ory. When in 1877 the great Mississippi. canal opened the 
horthern Mississippi to the traffic of large steamers, an 
era of increased prosperity as a river town began for Keokuk 
but a few years later the coming of the railroad changed the 
economic environment, bringing a gradual decline to Keokuk's 
Supremacy as a river vort,. But in 1910-1913, when the great 
dam across the Mississippi replaced an older dam, the city 
renewed its importance as a river town. The development of 
hydro-electric power substantially increased its shipping 
facilities. The Government offices, the drydocks, and the 
lock added immeasurably tothe employment end industrial 
life of the city. The fleets were outfitted and provisioned 
in Keokuk and maintained the nine-foot channel, Many Gov- 
ernment boats made harbor in the forebay during the winter 
months, In the spring when river navigation opened, these 
boats were put into the Government drydocks for general re- 
pairs and many men were kept busy until the boats steamed 

out for service. 












Many "Tirst" commercial enterprises in the State began 
life in Keokuk; the first wholesale grocery house was S, 
Hamill and Company and the oldest drug and medical wholesale 
rirm was the Wilkinson-Bartiett Company, founded in 1856. A 
Wide range of manufacturing enterprises developed there, 
such as plents For various corm products, rolled oats, steel 
e@e vies, Calcium carbide, ferro-silicon, -silver iron, and 
stock feed. in addition to the usual business of marketing 
and trading incidental to a farming region, Keokuk's natural 
resource of commercial fish meant an unfailing bulwark in 
industry with thousands of tons barreled, boxed, and shipped 
eech year to Chicago, St. Louis, New York, and other markets. 
Keokuk had developed the largest black powder »lant in the 
country by 1941 and became the second largest carbide manu- 
facturing center in the country. 


ae 


















“West £. ve 
(re laor@ Wer: | 
ot ytote ld ebe 
‘4 edo viwote dnd 89088 6 
hiqet ood SeLtit Bed noniom ae eft | 
fatc® te secre eldapived. ed ‘ot meet ¥ 
Jok.evew yemerok sdf Qe Bree: oft mee O. % 
 qotu abawevos) dommnod Sel Jame .oe an 


x vat i Taeit. AE eae rior 






; ' , ¥ 4 R “eRe 
re a 4 ve Pe 
en 61 mi. hog a i 
ry q ee es ais 
; + } Bee es pine Wy : 
ens oF 2 ti ee 
ral rey: i < & } i Ry A) et ers © Pa con : TO. STH. 
rie : “eee P a "4 a ial " 3 ‘ - * 
w: 4d) ,%0 oaiaoo oft. tpaek praey we TB tue 
mie = 3 P ; i Hy; ert raha en g tee Pao! | 
; fos o eo Moe — e “yy 5 Ss - 
3 3 ib tAl ve ih A PRS EY Be aes Eme 09s . Be / 
St a ad el ae ‘ : she Fe . fetive 7 
U os - "ra es. "~~ ree ‘ 
is 7s ue BS is ini ae 09 9 bs ; 
oF E { , coe Aas 
“ar wr 4 
as J& <TSS 
: : ; ie 3 is - 
’ ae ‘ 
f Siows rt ete 
i } . - Weis 
. . z 
y 2 . : ty Pyare 
- ad ahd Be 3 a : ‘ ’ oa im 
« ‘ Gy 
al - a . 
A : ™ 
. , 
” . . 
ay i _ “ 7 
’ 
- H - Ss. 
. , “ a ‘ 
t 2 
‘ 
F p, Z i " 
’ 
2 * al 
: : 2 
Asis 
r . 
‘ ' 
. 4 2 
* 
= ! 
* 
. a « =. 
* 
; 2 
b 
° rs ; : 
a ” si +. oe * . - 
23 e 
2 
. ‘ 
i - . 
: 
— 
iy es f 
<a * 4 
> ‘ £ ws ? 
. ‘ Hl 
cs 
‘’ 
, 
: r 
i aa oo 
: * ate ‘ 
s as mgr’ 
f ’ . & 4 + ae 
hea be H i ss ea 
: : a : J io) 3m az 













tin Iowe, Here the 





i680 thet the» oti’: fecing 

a the north was ‘Burlington. The 

g 2 gong unis ‘Madison was built on the bottom lands 
tld Miver, Neer the Center of the bic bend, but as the 


1 
A 


m Gaty grew it extended up ths gently sloping plateau to the 
Pe semi ircular range of high Hills to the north. This site 
i wes Otel of the few “Locations een the upper Mississippi 
, River which, without the aid of levees, remained free from 
aie inundation at all sessons of the yeer. Eecause of the 
ee lend'’s gradusl slope to the river end the series of divides 
a Pee eoawelnoutanees O; Dlutis, the drainage of the locality 

“eas Naturally provided. Set within a frame of grest bluffs 
ena miehty river, the pretty little town came to be known 
es the Gem City. 


ie ooe Sutu or 1sce Lt. Alpha Kingsley srected tem- 
Peer over uers here lor his soldiers. On Merch 4, 1809, 
James Medison was inaugurated heen ae oo tie) Onited “gta tes 
eno ble. Tort was ua Maes 2oner, §~l1a Ves Tirst reculerly 
Gccupied on April 14, 1&09. Bat constent warfere with the 
Indians mace Byapiation oP the fort necessary, and the sol-- 
dters set torchss to it =s they left. A:few hours after the 
PerTison’s escape, ali thst remained of Fort Madison was the 
Stones chimney above the smoking debris. 


For nesrly two decades the Indians prowled unchallenged 
ebout whet they celled "Po-to-wo-nok? -- the Place of Fire. 
Patesoreaders and trappers, hoWever, viewing the ruins from 
TieLe DOAtS es they traveled up ar cova une Mississippi ,.- 
et ie ae Sool 2s "Lone Chimney.” In 1908, the Jean 
uspy Chapter of the Daughters of the American. Revolution 
erected a chimney monument on the site to celebrate the cen- 
tennial or the fort's establishment. 


The first man to break the long interval of desolation 
was a "mullein-leaf doctor," Peter Willisms, who ventured 
So ee vyhovraver {rom Iltimols in 1822 and built e cabin 
OOO, eco below the saping chimney. The land wes not open 
for settlement for another year, and Williams was arrested 

end taken to. Nauvoo, Tilinois, by the soldiers from “Fort 
Armstrong. Whe settle: fent on’ the lard became ileal, 
Wieoenms returned to his claim end Duilt another cabin. 


Generel John H. Knapp, the next settler to come, was 
most Pe eectatel ie cunt ieee y. - One his’ wey up the 
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SG apa 
ce more to his. Ta lein, aCCOn-= 
54 haniel. It was inthis year that 
: “aequired full rights to the Black Hawk 

other | “a Ae hurried in and established 





PS 
. sae the fall of 1835 John and Nathaniel Knapp. had 
Adolphus Allen, surveyor, define the boundéries of the town 
of Fort Medison: "Commencine at low water mark on the Mis 

7 | Sissippi River, due south of a red or Spanish oal nee 
Poor tine Of ohe bank of the river, and running due north one 
helt mile; thence due south to low water merk on said river, 
MY Se,0 [07 Water mark, to the vnlace of beginning." 


Prospective settlers were coming in increasing numbers 
Weerose “the WMicsissivpi. An almost continuous stream. of 
Horsedrawn Caravans wes moving turough Indiana and Tilinois 
AG Appenocose, [liinois, a point directly opposite Fort Mad- 
ison, the covered wegons rade temporery Villeges while the 
Prietanus verted tneir turns at the ferry. 


ANUIGlpating the oncoming rush of settlers, the 1apps 
hed erected two hotels -- Jolin Knapp's Madison House, on the 
Seo ere C10 tort, “ith its kitchen . adjoining the ruins 
of the stone chimney, end Wweshington House, owned by Nathan- 
ae Knapp. Soon both were crowded to capacity. The town's 
first dance was held at Medison House on Christmas nicht, 
1836, fa0.90n Houses wes the heeddquarters, in 1837, of Lt. 
Povert %. Lee during his Government survey of the Des Moines 
Rapids. 


rst postmaster at 
ished February 22a, 


JOnn Box héd been ap ai 
mn 
56,0y James Douglass, 
Ns 
aes 
e 
; 
AL 


) 
Fort Medison when the offi ; 
S36. \he wes succecded November 
Who Repu the Wall in a pine sl] 
post route wes covered by stase a MissLesina. from 
Putte oon FO Fort. Madison, Nontrose Sa enc isyi 1 We, 
SP orOmitiate.y 45 mites round trip, twice weekly. 


? 
12 .n0me.. A recular 


Meny Indizns stiil lived in the region and traded with 
the white men. Black Hawk méde freauent excursions along 
We rivervank Irom his home in the timber nearby, but his 
appearance caused neither terror nor alarm. The war was 
Sveeevorne cone ss a iriend. <A welcome’ Fort Madison vis- 
itor at the old chieftsin's lodge was John Carroll Wsilsh, 
Seoeeercetver, Of the firm of VYalsh & Pise, merchants, who 
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! 1888, sixty-second anniversary of 
aT e ay, Cae one first one observed in the Territo- 
Iowa. . ‘The celebration began at day-break with the 
inging of the bell in a new building owned by IJscob Cutler. 
The. program of the day was held in the same building where 
an enthusiastic audience listened to the eloquence of two 
leading Citizens, both lawyers. Henry Eno read the Declara- 
tion of Independence and Phillip Viele delivered the oration 
of the day. 


A holiday dinner was served in an arbor at the shore of 
the Mississippi. Chief Black Hawk, in his best white man's 
mufti, was the guest of honor. Thirteen formal toests were 
Orunk, most of them with cold weter, and rousing cheers 
broke out 6s glasses were lifted to “Towa, this day taking 
its rank as a Territory. Soon may its ster Shine bright on 
Deeeeeure or 6~OCure Nation's banner.” Then Jemes G. Edwards 
rose and proposed: "To our illustrious guest, Black Hawk -- 
may his declining years be as calm and serene as his previ- 
ous life has sabe boisterous and full of warlike incidents. 
His attachment and present friendship to his white brethren 
fully entitle en ke a seat of honor at our festive board." 


Black Hawk rose and spoke grevely to these true friends. 


"Tt has pleased the Great Spirit that I am here ‘today. 
T have eaten with my white friends. The earth is our Motha; 
we sere now on it, with the Great Spirit above us; it is good, 
A few Winters ago, I vas fighting against you. J] did wrong, 
Perhaps, but that’ is past;:-it is buried; let it be forgot- 
ten. Rock River was a beautiful country. I liked my towns 
and- cornfields, and the homes of my people; I fought for 
1% =-- it is now wours: keep it‘as we did; it will produce 
you food: “crops.! 2 thank the Great Spirit that IT am now 
friendly With:all my white brothers; we are here together; 
wevare Triends; itis His wish end’ mine; LT thank you for 
Vour triencsnip, 1. was once ‘a ereat warrior; I am now poor. 
Keokuk has been the cause of my present condition; but do 
not attach blame to him. I am now old; I have looked. upon 
the Mississippi River; I heve been ea child; I love the great 
Piver; I have dwelt upon its banks from the time I was an 
Paent 2 ook Wpon it now.” I shake hands» with you, and as 
DEmeeeiiv Wha, I hope you are my friends. I may not see you 
again. Farewell." | 
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Baery 5" yas, ME oe al 
Danson, y-seet 24 cht 
eae 4 ea ne within e- fev. 
, vel and Seeer srounn’ an order by 
duly 2, 1836 for a Government survey, which 
Apo aca Ls ei dckey sie In 1842, the Iowa Territorial Leg- 
ature granted Fort Medison a city che rter. 


Fort Medison led on uneasy existence for years es a 
county seat besieged by rivel claiments for the honor, but 
the courthouse was built for permanence at the very begin- 
ning of the battle. The Lee County courthouse was sterted 
in 1841, and completed in 1842. Georgian Colonial in style, 
it was built of brick with © large porch supported by stone 
Tuscan piljlars. Its desien was credited to Father Samuel 
Megzucheili, pioneer pricst and architect. On Merch <& 
1911, the interior was destroyed by fire, which eroused diss 
cussion on whether to repair the old SLPUcturerioroto: buLld 
a hew courthouses, but sentiment for the oldest courthouse in 
Lowa prevailed end the buildines was repeired. 


Soveee on lhe cityehed its’ first newspeper, the Fort Mad- 
been fer. Ooty -mubdished by James G. Edwerds. Since the Bur- 
lington and. Dubugue mpepers were Democratic, Edwerds set up 
(heereer10G es 4 Whig ‘organ. He bought his vress and type 
from Dr. isaec Galland, who had published the Montrose West- 
ern Adventurer in 1837. The first issue appeared Merch &4, 
Peo, PAlthousn Eawards hed wede local history with the 
Poe rect oneiwes not successful in paying his expenses. De- 
Spite Psotful notices that the editor would welcome the set- 
Pim is Or. ollie subscriptions, scither in cash or in pro- 
quce, too few responded. Although he was anelder in the 
Presbyterian Church and a lendowner Sserwell oa tire proprie- 
tor of the newspaper, Edwerds meade ur his mind not to remain 
inythe vicinity any longer. On September 1, 1838, he packed 
UprV ais printing press, type and household goods and set out 
Seeero vey7iver boat for Burbineton. There, in dune 1639, he 
pet (neve Fatriol, forerunner of the liter Burlington 
Hawk-iye , the pe per. ~Ehat sugpested the name “Hawkeye” Yor 
fowa snd Iowans. 





ewe ite eee yore Per hOoundeg yin the city, «eftersthe dis- 
continuance of James G. sdward's Petriot wes the Bort Medi- 
son 0 een aweekly started by R. Wilson Albright July 24, 
1841. After several changes of ownership, the pever became 
the Iowa Ste Ppeemetory) (1047, %ane somewhat later, the Plain 
Dealer. Ny. 
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P) sadist Bunda, 
. od unti ied sCReGit ran 
rchesed ‘the aeeuaty in 1919 and from 
The 3) LURES ne pemperat as an independent 


hae 


Pee Aistroight-isc0a New Englanders were among the lesders of 
Fort Medison's pioneer settlers, and almost from the begin- 
hing moral and religious ectivitics prevailed. The town 
officiels “out-biued" eny New England Blue Laws in stern 
moral restrictions, a point of view thst seemed strengely 
out of place in the usual loose livins atmosphere of a Mis- 
Sissippi River town. The village lawmeksars of Fort Medison, 
PeemrGiteve 1650's “and early ©1840"s, sct their swal toa 
Host of "must-nots."” They mede it illegal to “play at any 
Terese vea one any game of quoits”, to "pitch dolléers or 
Pope osler Seon," to “discheree any firenrms or pistols", 
[eee oo Pace bn aiWarer”, or to "keep open or admit any 
Pee en oo any shop, erocx.ry or store for the.’ purpose ve 
Trede Within the limits of this corporation on the. Sabbath 
day." The game of ninedins was prohibited as "productive 
OGecten. Waste or time”, beceuse:it led to “habits of idle- 
ness and dissipation” end wes “attended with great noise and 
disturbence." 


OWerorii ay, 1857, an the home of James G. Edwards, the 
Methodist cireuit rider, Deniel G. Cartwright organized tne 
Fort Madison Temperance Society with neéerly 50 members. 


The Methodist Church ves introduced into ee County 
Ourine tie winter of 1857-36 by the circuit rider Daniel G. 
Certwright who covered the Fort Medison region, never miss- 
ing an appointed meeting. The first Methodist Church built 
in ort Madison was erected in 1841 on the Semuel Atlee 
Poverty ev Genn tne: pestorsts) of ithe’ \Reverend P. 0. Rey- 
noiLas. | 

The Prenhwteht an Church was organized at Fort Medison 
March 26, 1838, when 17 persons met with a committee from 
Seruyler  vounzy, Lhlindis, Presbyvuery, in en upper room of 
an unfinished building on the river front. 


The first Baptist Church of Fort Medison was organized 
in the home of Charles Brewster December 23, 1838, with 21 
Members. Judse Joseph M. Beck, prominent jurist, wes among 
the sponsors. 
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eres’ ecto e tat + Fort Madison banded ales nb 
@ established St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church on 
bruery 6, 1848. The Reverend Angele held meetings in a 


room 8t 5369 2nd Street, which was furnished, Fike all 


pioneer places of worship, with rough board benchss end a 
plain table serving as alter and pulpit. 


TES it iterrsoman Caetnolic services in Fort Medison ‘are 
believed to have been conducted in a log cabin in May 1858 
by Father August Brickweede of Quincy, Illinois, who aiso 
Visited “sst Point and Sugar Creek. Lee County's first res- 
ident priest was the Reverend John G. Allemsen, an Alsatian 
Senco out trom the’ Dominican Monastery at Somerset, Ohio. 
Pather Alleman, who spoke four languages, ectéd as & mis- 
Sionery to the Winne bago Indians and also became friendly 
tithe some of the Sac and Fox, end with Chief Keokuk. On 
Nis errival at Fort Medison in the summer of 1840 he said 
Pee meee ae Ais privave home. In the autumn he began con- 
aan Of eo Church i6,by/ 18 feet ~in size of the first 
Pewee aeenvoned if Fort Madison, Serving the dual role of 
Seurenieno School, the building stood on s spot directly be- 
Pie the Slive Of the present St. Josepnts Church where i 
later years an exact Caliente GO Uhe “plonecr structure wes 
erected’. 


While Feather Alleman shepherd feu hae paris oe ne Tound 
fame GO, introduce ean interest in Shee ouMmiis., Many vine- 
yards in the district came from the nursery he grew besice 
the church. A trumpet vine which he planted blossomed and 
toei ved Uninterrupted through a century, end in 1940 was 
Sel eumired: for its heevy bloom. ain an octegon-shaped 
Steve Srvor near his church, the good Father rested from his 
labors and received his narishioners. One day he hung there 
S Delt Dresented to him by Capt. Pliny Alvord, mester of the 
eveemboet Osorey, wno had taken at from its mounting on the 

Cre. LOrmeriy cyned by Joseph Smith, the Mormon propnet. 
Its mellow tones called Catholic Fort Madisonisns to church 
ema school, warned them of fires, heralded weddings end 
fees Cu Timerals until 1865; when it was removed for use 
G@eee echool bell. Then it wes installed in the tower of the 
newly erected St. Mary's Church (1871). In 1874 it was 
joaned tO a parish in Hemburg, Fremont County, where it 
Pervew Jo. 20 veers. In 1914 it wes shipped back to Fort 
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t 3. Ten persons (sn were heer joined 
brench of pe _ denomination. Leter, as their 


ee Meanie of “worship was eee eres in June 
l2 to serve a membership enrollment of approximetely 135. 

The Fort Madison Christian Science or fi anization dates 
from 1906, wien 21 members began to meet in vatious homes. 
The group expanded steadily, and in 1924 when the Methodist 
Episcopalians built a new church, their former building was 
ecquired by the Christian Scientists. 


Other ective religious organizations in Fort Madison 


Were neiseventh Day Adventists, Church of God, ‘ii ieee te. 


and three Negro chuzches: the Bethel Methodist Episcopal, 
the New Hope Methodist Episcopal, and the Second Baptist. 
Tne (etvier group was the oldest. It was formed in October 


Porta Medison's school system began without even a 
pebiaine. gh whe esrivy 1830's a Quakeress, Miss Jennines, 
eee a eye Geucht a number of pupils. She was. soon. 
Peo eo oy e Ne. Rethbuen, who was half white, a fourth 
Negro end a fourth Indian. 


The next instructor was a Kentucky lawyer, Aldred Rich. 
Sir terwie rom an unhappy iove affair, he sourht solace "out 
west" in Towa. He immedietely nuns up hie professional 
eiinete, but Fort Madison furnished very littis legal busi- 
ness in 1836 and 1837. He menaged to earn a teeger living 
by gather ng a dozen chil ren togeth=r and teaching them the 
"Three R's." Richts career as an educator was cut short 
when a good law case Datel Gy) end on LOSS che took his 
talents to the legislature 


Purine 1656 - two "educated and capable" sisters from, 
Boston, a Mrs. Williams and Miss Fanny Pond, hed fixe Ds 
Tooele Tront parlor end were cerrying on in Fort Medison 
VierS lawyer Rion had left off. Somewhat more pretentious 
Wes Une Curriculum offered by Mrs. L. T. Clark at her newly 
opsnea Fort Medison Female Academy conducted in the resi- 
cemse or James G. Edwards, editor of the Fort Madison Pat- 
riot. Sy pale was the rst greet principle of frontier 


Le : 
teaching, and Webster's eevee ntary ony as book was the 
bulwerk sf educational advan 
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; , of four rooms. 
a= TS offe’ “the” PPT on in: 
ai oe the Henne of the Baptist 
~ But not long efter we came a build- 
: a ee Firth Street, and Welson Johnson, the 

be ot ent, gr ed the pupils. Up to thet time, mothers 
+ | ie Bensiee ‘Children end say they wented them put in 
‘Miss So-and-So's room. One teacher teught ell clesses from 
the First Reader to the Philosophy Class." 





# ches. 










Nelson Johnson in tlie mid-1870's founded the Fort Med- 

ds0m Business College which prospered through the years and 

; in 1942 was giving commercial educet on to many young people 
of Ue VICinity. 


The parochial school nd desl at Fort Medison da 
he day im 1640 when Feather J. G. Alleman first received 
pupils in his home. The superriet an of various communities 
Of Nuns was inaugurated in 1859. The first of these were 
pUhe Sisters of Notre Dame, followed by the Dominican Sisters 
Sr ie72.° The Sisters of Humility took chsrge from 1885 to 
beep Of Giree Dperochial schools end the Centrel Catholic 
 Hign School, | 
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Any history of the hools in fort Msdison would be in- 
complete without aialats, ee tire Well known educator Mrs. 
Rebecca Pollsrd (18351-1917), who often visited in the city 
6nd spent the iast ten yeesrs of her life there, at the home 
Serer eon, 2. A. Os. Pollerd, NWrs. Pollard’'s Synthetic 
Method of Reading and Spelling wes introduced locally in the 
Sees, 1b Durekiy caucht the attention of educational 
CirvGiecs ana was adopted in meny schools throughout the 
Néetion. Rebecca Harrington Smith had taught near Danville, 
Kentucky, before coming to Towa where, in 1858, she married 
Plaverots taylor. Taylor purchased a newspaper, The Areus, 
et Burlington. After his death his widow resumed teaching 
au ner tomer home in Farmington, snd later married James 
Sere eae eS ii Ie 7il was NnNemed Superintendent of Schools 
of "Lee County. Mrs. Pollard taught several private schools 
teen Recr Fort Madison; snd under the rseudonyn of kate 


Harrington published poetry snd fiction, fre Mwein once 
said that he remembered setting up some of hear vpoems while 
Weve Bo Prinver for his brother Orion Clemens in 
Keokuk. 

While Lowa was stili a territory end before the advent 
of railroeds, steambort traffic On the Mississippi wes the 
principal means of transporte Geom aio end out of Fort 
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; aid to Pe nace ih 
Be | rai in were moving over Lie 
ing Fort t Medison > with p oints to the north and 
Le anta Fe Railroad and gtr bridge across the 
a pi, completed in 1887, made Fort Medison an eminent 
pessenger and freight division "west of the Mississippi and 
brought about an increase in population as well as a great 
edvence in commercial and industrial activity. 









, _ No eastern border town of Iowa became better provided 
with transportation and shipping facilities than Fort Mad- 
: ison. It developed into the division point on the main line 
Oi eone wztchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe, which gave it direct 
connection with Chicago and all points north and east of the 

city. 


Industry within the limits of Fort Medison begsen with 
ere ote on oO. a morse mill py Cen. John H. Knapp for the 
@ringding of corn end buckwheat in the summer of 1834. The 
Mill was a primitive affair and was thse Onty. mill of any 
Kind in the county until the year of 1845, when a newcomer, 
walter Hawxhurst, erected the first steam flouring mill. 


Not until J651l was there any further development in 
iocal industrial Js inlet in this year ¢ firm named the 
McConn sand Parmer Milling Company erected a fine flouring 
mill on the site of the old ey ats 


Goeyertees Jumper business, Still known as the S. & J.C. 
Atiee.. Company,.had its beginning in the year 1852. It grew 
to be one of the most extensive snd best known lumber firms 
along the Mississippi River and possessed one of the few 
sewnills in operation outside of the logging country. 


The American Fork ¢nd Hoe Company wed its start to a 
concern known as Winterbotham and Jones, who bacen making 
steel and wood products with convict labor iy 1eo4. «The 
prison labor contracts were abandoned in 1902 and a modern 
fireproof factory was built outside the walls of the prison. 
This developed until it became the establishment nationally 
Known for ats "rue Temper” quaiity products. 


The mercantile side of Fort Madison was largely the, 
outgrowth and development of infant industries which sprang 
into being after the coming of the railroads. One of the 
newer, most widely known, and largest in Fort Madison, the 
We £6 wnestiter Pen Company, started ina beck room of the 


81 












| . f fia hy ear ; 






ce eke 
sao t: cebu pant: 
bas aoltedtoqeaeta ds 
fat, Saye feveb. 22° Sg IO! 
eOT 108 SHOT AR: eid. ta.” : 
ai NoltawWoes 74 


f ie 


-¥tfo- Ke i's 


ss 
f 
a a fee 
J a ees 
‘ 
. en hg 
os 
liu gee ¢ 
s 
‘ 
t % 2 
‘ . 
r ee ml 
A ® ; 
owt bof 
RY A, kt Ae i‘ 
r e ‘ 
F. 
: 
ga 
1 
. : 
r 
‘ 
At 
* 
' 
. 
Fin. ¥ 
i 
‘ 
‘ 
4 : 





| ewiiis 5 ‘sheet fer Pen 
“plant in the world, which 





: y tsined “in ipae. 
inven ay Pe 4, 










Pit ee Le) inte 
| eal w violetors are often the first to enter any new ter- 
Ny ritory, and in this respect Iowa proved no exception. As a 


consequence, the First Territorial Legislature (1839) took 
action to provide for a place of confinement for crimingls. 
Fort Madison was chosen as the desired site, largely because 
of its natural advantages. The people of Fort Madison pre- 
sented a “suitable svot" of ten acres within a mile of the 
‘public square, as required by law, in the east end of town 
ana about 400 yards from the river, on a low ridge extending 
to the base of the cliff. Excellent building material was 
available and the water supply abundant. 


Pmoe Led ef Burtineton, who» had been appointed to 
superintend the construction June De howe, atmedietely began 
the erection of a two-story stons dwelline to be used by the 
Wergen, sflens were drewn for a cell house with 158 indivi- 
dual cells. The labor of quarrying, cutting, and laying 
Peper owes (to De Cone by the prisoners. By November 1, 1839, 
the Dasement story of the werden's houss and the suard room 
Rao -pben VuLtt the foundation for 60 celis was begun and 
O00 fset of stone was cut for the colls. 


Hawin Guthrie, who was ik seu oa warden in 1641, sub- 
stituted solitary confinement for physical punishment and 
ok religious services to be held evary other Sunday... He 

Smo 1ONecvesma Of the prison-rs in the making and repairing 
‘of Phees Sa voerments, end in the preparation of food... He 
also estedlished a@ cooper shop, products of which were sold 
GO the outeide Sublic. By the spring of 1843, he had com- 
pleted the walls of the large main building and hed these 
roofed over. By the end of the yeer, his program of build- 
ing and employing the convicts had the approval of the gov- 
error and the sanction of the assembly. 


In 1846 violent methods of punishment were entirely 
idoned. Saturday afternoons were devoted to weshing and 
ing. Hach inmate wes provided with a Bible; Sunday was 
eicestor Bivle study and religious) services, A library 
stablished and maintained by & 25 cent charge to visit- 
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Menufacturing was sterted at the penitentiary in 1846, 
when the legislature let a five-year contract to W. Cohick, 
in the form of a lease on the prison. 
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Periestion of the el sone hie undertaken in 1869. The 
years since 1869 were devoted to remodeling snd constructing 
eager and providing better working and “Living conditions 
for the prisoners. 





While manufacturers contracted for prison labor, there 
was considerable exploitation of the convicts up until 1915. 
The issue was bitterly contested for years, reeching its 
Climex ebout 1910. The legislature ebolished the system 
after an investigating committee had reported thet it ves an 


“unjustifiable form of slavery™, and provided instead for 
the establishment of prison industry under three clesses: 


1. Manufacturing plants to replece vrison labor con- 
Greets, and equipped for doing 2 commercial business. The 
chair and furniture plant was established bv the Boerd of 
Vontrol under this group. 


Pe sveparcments not equipped for commercial business, 
heey Produce GO pe Used oy the inmetes. The shoe. industry, 
Tetfor spon, brush and broom factory, and the knitting mills 
belong to this classification. 


Oe LeGtLbuUtion Tarme, the produce going to the pris-~ 
Cn’ S BUppPOrt.. 


The three syste ems ie employing prisoners were named 
Poa0e Sccouny, piece-price contract for output, and employ- 
ment for stete Pee cbtan use, 


Extensive recreational and socia opportunities were 
eradually introduced. Prisoners with good behavior records 
became eligible for yard privileges, membership in ethletic 
teams, and participation in baseball, volley ball, : inbopan 
tennis; wrestling end other forms of sport. Th y were per- 
mitted the use of the yard in the evenings nd for verious 
Contests staged with outside teams. Athletic contests were 
frequently open to the public. The prison esteblished its 
Oe osha end erehestrea, els0 a4 monthly mnewspeper, The 
Presidio. 
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Begun in 1859, the Iowa State Penitentlary grew up over 
a Long period of yrers. It stends on a narrow ridze ending 
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old river bed, lying along the Missis- _ 
ce Snes ote, Its name srose from the 

Eee hi cae and various plents growing in its 

ands surrounding | the bayou were called. Green 














eee ee ay 


Bay Bottoms. 


The land bordering the river was low and marshy and 
ip perts of the interior were alvays too sendy for heavy culti-— 
Ps _ vation. The early settlers of this region of the low lands 
or "bottoms" were subjsct to attacks of chilis and malaria 
fever. With the draining of the swamos, however, this hand- 
beep Was removed, and gradually settlers, aware of the fer- 
tility of the alluvial deposits from high water steges which 
had through the ages made these bottom lands the gerden spot 
Dine eee oecr es DuUving up large tracts. Private levees were 
thrown up to protect much of this land from inundation dur- 
ing the freshet season, and this region became the greatest: 
Perterocucine section in Lee County, if not in the. Stete,. 
ewe ene pOttLoms was placed under cultivation, and 
through a judicious system of irrigation fine ficids of corn 
Ora “eau, With large melon fields on.the more sendy loan, 
meade of this huge basin a verdant garden. 


okt the yeer 1901 the United Ststes Government srented 
the Mississippi River Power Company a franchise to build a 
pover irae Sie toes of the Ves Moines Rapids st Keokuk, 
Ween tne Provision that the company .indemnify the land 
owners for any damages resulting from backed up waters 
caused by the dam. 


To meet this requirement, the power company at the cost 
Of more than a million dollars purchased all lands which its 
engineer found subject to overflow and backwater. With the 
SCOming@ oF the dam in 1914 the water level rose and the low 
lands were flooded, while Green Bay proper became an arm of 
the main stream. 


Then the district became interested in reclaiming the 
flooded land... Acting through the board of supervisors, it 
organized itself as a Levee end Drainage District with that 
purpose in view. With the establishment of this district, 
the power company resold most of the farm lends it had 
acquired, with liability for damage resulting from flood or 
backwater. 
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e levee was ex- 
eros on the west of the 
i re ee 5, a tract about 12 miles 
Man rom fou ve eight Miles in width, became 
nping District, because large pumps were in- 
led a take off the surfeee water end all seepage and 
ot her surplus water that had flooded in. 


Phe Cost, or) building thé levees, installing the pumps 
and digging drainage canals amounted to more than $600,000, 
the bonds to be retired from assessments made against the 
jands within the district. The pumps were put into opera- 
tion with power supplied by the Mississippi River Pover Com- 
pany, and the water was drained from the district, restoring 
Doe oo aus LOrmer state for cultivation. The farmers agreed 
to pay @ maintenance tax in addition to the other assessment 
to Keep the oaks in operation for high water and the con- 
stant seepere 


Pace vore Unetle FO pay thie tax, however, because of 
the failure or crops during several bed years. Accordingly, 
in 1951 the pumps were shut down and the power company dis- 
Cemmeece. Bicir lines. As a result, the water rising over 
ana through the levees submerged the greater part of the low 
dengs, end at times reached well within the area outside the 
pumping discricu, the tract normally so inundated consisting 
of ‘avproximately 8,800 ecres. 


Tn @ddition to this -nuges tract, sreas in the Bottoms 
Sulfered intndation by the Skunk River, WaileRn esesily over~ 
Piovet Gc Low Venks. This Streem, rising in the highlands 
Gwoee COuty, flowed into the Green Bay district near the 
foes Sormerly eiewn as Jollyvilile, “here its true channel 
ee eeto. Lown tie Course Of this river in rainy seasons 
the swollen waters from the uplands plunged hesvily into the 
valley to release themselves over s large area of agricul~ 
tural lana outside the levees. Altogether, this periodic 
Peendauon ancduded about 15,000 Sscres. 


fev whese flooded bottoms with constantly new areas 
DeIme periodically’ subsicerged should afford a rare feeding 
and DUreeding ground for fish and birds go¢és without saying. 
Tie ere body Ol Wetter, including the areas surrounding 
ekunk River and Lost Creek, beceme a widely known resort and 
foo eo Pp eece Tor Migratory birds, end consequently ons of 
the favorite hunting places of Iowa. Likewise, with the in- 
Crease in the depth of the water within the levees the sup- 
ply Of same Tish of many species vastly increased, while the 
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rar oinds. filet bl the 
Y eigen peculiar diffioul- 
Wenge en Ort iron Usp, High= 
- Fort Madison end Wever and leading di- 
Pie the. ‘Bottoms awe Une eres readily accessible in 
oe seasons. But with these roeds submerged in time of 
)etood the only access to the region vas by water, Motor 
ews, 01 Courses, Made their way into the Bay district 
re ‘through the beck waters of the Mississippi. Small boats 
i were put in at the highway where the inundeted area begins. 


At this point the question of trespassing entered, with 
the landowners forbidding the passage of boats over their 
property. Several hunting and fishing clubs obtained leasss 
to specified sis Oat areas within the Green Bay district. 
But many squatte sportsmen, and unlicensed persons 
euvered” without Be ides ou wc ereas Ol privately owned 
PlOperty tO €stablish themselves each yeer with blinds, 
Cenos, and hideouts to enjoy ie ever growing hunting and 
CPi resources in tne  Tlooded area outside the Stste 
Pleeer = Of Green Bay proper; which yeers ago had been care- 
Puy Dreperec 8nd stocked with fish by the State, for a 
State EP ieneiry 


im 1942 the property owners were still hopeful that 
their lends might be reclaimed sud vehabiliteted for esri- 
PUleurel purposes, and the district mede attempts to per- 
suade the Federal Government through the Dept. ‘of Agri- 
Pewee SuOao (an Tineancine such a project. At the same 
fame & leree army of sportsmen became equelly active in 
Mets elf oOrus Go anduce tne Government bo acquire title to 
Sill tue inundeteac areas and set them aside as game fish 
eueCrine 2round, end & wild bird and game sanctuary. The 
matter received much considsration from the Biological Sur- 
vey cf the’ Vepartment of Agriculture, but such a plen would 
be acceptable to the owners only on the basis of an adequate 
cash settlement for their property. 
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Py wuriepe the’ Pichest agricul- 
(mo au Gite Same time the best 
d game, remained for yeers with its 
vast potentialitics unrealized. A garden spot lsid weste, 
Green Bay Bottoms nesred the middle of the twentieth centur 
aes e  sportsman's peredise whose gates are locke ageinst 
invasion. 
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until December 6, 1868, however, that the contract wes let 


Rigg lant, aw Pl 
Mik a0 i os i 
on for 2 Eevee d and aveere bridge across the 
“3 : at Keokuk had been ea vitel issue among the 

izens of Keokuk since before the Civil War. It was not 





to the Keystone "Bridge Company of Pittsburgh at a bid of 
$850,000. Work on the bridge was begun August 12, 1869, but 
was considerably delayed by wind and high water. The work 
continued throughout 1870 and into 1871. 


Poeietol ee, tol, 2 Short time’ before the bridge was 
[eueloued, to Wea Struck by @ log raft which carried away 
the trestlework under one of the central spans. Again, on 


eeorte oO, 2b Wao 81> by & Second raft, which struck the third 


pier from the Keokuk side, but no damage was done. 


Phe 14st span of the new bridge was completed and in 
Peewee heron 245 loyt, the instelletion of machinery on‘ 
the draw span alone remaining to be done. | 


Omer or oo, Vath = bis celebration on both sides of 
Meee tivel end On tke bridge itself, amid the hoarse whist- 
ling of locomotives st the Des Moines Velley Railroad depot 
and the local ferryboat, the draw span wes swung into inte- 
Ppaved position. The rejilrosa floor and treck were still to 
Peme re veloOr., 2 Grain crossing could be effected, however, 
and the date for this event wes set by company officials for 
Spr 10s 


Doe tir-t reid’ crossing was mede Aprii 11,°-i1S71. The 
equipment used was the locomotive "Iowa" and two cosches, 
the property of the Des Moines Valley Railroad. Jake Colter 
wes the engineer. During the crossing the patent pivot 
Celuer Ol) tne craw span broke into three pieces from the 
Wee to oie "Locomouive. The Ggamege was not serious, but 
the span was rendered useless until a new casting could be 
mece and installed. Three days Jeter, on April 14, the new 
pivot center had been compieted and the repair made. A lo- 
comotive crossed from Keokuk to Hamilton to test the new in- 
svellation, snd returned with a string of empty stock cars. 


The bridee was now completed with the exception of a 


footpassese five feet wide to be built on the outside of the 
Superstructure. 
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. Pees dramatic incident ever 6 be connected with 
the Keokuk-Hemilton bridge occurred November 4, 1881. Dusk 
had closed in heavily that afternoon in @ great storm of 
Wang end Tein, and the steamer War Bagle was feeling her way 
down the river. She was csesught by a cross current and 
dashed against the bridge. One side paddle wheel and the 
wheel house were torn eway and ©. =H. Benning was tossed from 
Pee yocau py the impact and lost his life in the water. 


The terrific cresh.occurred et about seven o'clock and 
Created a panic among the psessengers aboard. The clanging 
Poe eit >G anc (the hoarsc bellowing of the War Eagle's 
Whistle were mingled with the shrill whistles of other boats 
moored et the wharf. Half of Keokuk rushed to the riverbank 
(er eeeerounag in the wild. excitement of the accident. For 
a Tew agonizing moments fas War Eagle hung upon the pier, 
then she managed to flost free End work her way to shore. 


Poe eovuember 1685 the packet company owning the War 
Hagle brought suit for 550,000 against the bridge company, 
But failed to collect. The Wer Nagie was repaired, sailed 
jie Tiver for several years, and then burned et the St. 
Pouis levee. 


The bridge served for 41 years. Originally built to 
bear the weight of railroed equipment of earlier devs, it 
became during the last half of its existence inadeguate for 
the heavier types of railroad rolling stock. 


Shortly before the great Keokuk dam was built the 
Dridee-came to be considered unsefe. It wes then that the 
Inter-City Railroad Company was organized November 29, 1912, 
to secure the causeway of the new power dam for bridge use. 


De toa Or permission Go use the dam for that pur- 
pose went to Congress, which gave its approval of the 
project. Opposition came from the owners of the Feokuk- 
Hamilton bridge. Andrew Cernegie, who owned controlling in- 
terest in the existing bridge, used his influence to fight 
Due Pesue, Dut efter ins wpe etion Sie ee, Urigdee, A congres- 
sional ommittee ordered the construction of a new one. The 
old bridge was remodeled into a modern, double-deck high 
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Seturdey, Werch 25, 1916, 


Mees: | iba es ‘ 
Pele EER BPet vee —ovenca ior the last time in De- 


1915, and the work of dismentling got under way. The 
wes completed and opened for the first time on 








meme vork continued dur ine the summer of 1916, and the upper 
ageck Was opened for pedestrian and auto traffic August 1.7. 
1916. The new structure was officially dedicated on Satur- 
Gay, August 19, the ceremonies taking place on the upper 


deck where a large crowd from both sides of the river 


gathered to celebrate the gaia day of this new opening. 


The lower deck was not completed before the official 
dedication. About a month was required to lay the railroad 
7 o0r vena track and install eclectrical machinery for . the 
draw span. 
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‘: re. one Pee ey was 
ly Perea years of dreams. The 
| al. it unmanageable Mississippi had at 

yi sed. From 1836 to 1912 water power from the. 
| river hed been dreamed of and discussed, but never had 
ala ia developed. 


x 
. * 


: The actusl romance of the river began when Lt. ~Robert 
——_ E. Lee, assigned to engineering duty in the Mississippi 
Valley, stood on the brink of the river above the village of 
Keokuk and dreamed of a future thet would see the develop- 
= ment of the natural resources of the entire Middle West 
through the huge volume of water. As a practical engineer, 
eee re ie one, YOoliicer realized that the time had not, 
Poe eo Or, he utilization of this power. Not until en-., 
Pilleering Science applied to hydraulics had increased the. 
Piiiciency of the turbine, and electrical science applied: 
GO une dynamo end insulators hsd developed the power of the 
Senerator and advanced the radius of transmission of elec- 
Prreeeietens Could this dream become reality. 


Harily trials were made, however. Fromoters appeared, 
Geeed, (Ole. , 2nd disappeared. Zebulon Parker, erratic, 
SeverouUs, tEVenlbive fenius, deserted his farm and devoted 
the proceeds to his efforts to dam the Mississippi. In 1836 
Superuy Of Gestern Capitalists joined Local men in a hope- 
bess Undertaking to harness the river. Then came Gates with 
his historic wing dam and flour mill on Waggoner's Point on 
Wi weirs S10, just above the present eastern abutment 
of the great dam. 


Mpls ne Omik 15e6¢l, began Go wake an interest in the 
job. Formerly Keokuk people hed been sensibly pessimistic 
SOP or yes 1hvestment of Capital was concerned. Two Keokuk 
Poo weve personally took upon themselves he exvense of 
love io oe Giver Cirect.y across Prom Keokuk, but their 
undertaking brought no tangible results. All these dreams, 
however, had been based on the idea thet the transmission of 
power could be secured only through huge shefting. Electri- 
cal power through the tremendous, untamed flow of water 

tself hed not been imagined. 


Te 3405 the first hydro-electric plant was suggested. 
Immediately the idea took shape and interest flamed into a 
general enthusiasm, although the engineers of thet day had 
Notuwing more in mind than a wing dam. Electric motors and 
high tension transmission lines were yet in their infancy. 
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The legisletures 
Congress ordered a 


ssouri he 
Brae ee aroeape et the rights of the public. 


and power ststion in Russia. 


d He shes onus 
isent of the citizens, | 


thorough - 


The engineer found to handle the “work and raise the 
mise was Hugh Lincoin Cooper, pioneer hydraulic-electric 
engineer who later designed and supervised the construction 

of the Wilson dam at Muscle Shoals and the Dnicperstroy 


Fropeably no person living in 1942 with the exception of 
the builder of the dam, knew all the details of thet heart- 
breaking search for money. Every dollar of Cooper's own 
money was spent in the quest. His home in Stanford, Connec- 
‘Gicut,whiech he had ovurchased for his wife and family, 
morteaced upon the insistence of Mrs. Cooper, who was heert 


end soul in her husband's project. 


At last success came. When Cooper finally found money 
tO Tinance the Keokuk dam, it wes mainly from foreign shores, 
Englishmen seemed to have the greatest confidence in the 
ability of the American engineer. They had seen nim Grive. 6 
Mammol Uider the Center of Horseshoe Falls at Niagara after 
ie Geo OUlly @ Number of eréeat water power Sienes ipa) ae ta 
COWlvTies, among them Brezil, Mexico, and Jamaica. 
hotel amount Of capital showed that 65 per cent came ee 
England, France, Caneda, and Belgium, and 35 per cent 


the United States. 


vents developed rapidly during the seasons of 
Poi Water in the, river made the building 
CGiterdams thet preceded the actual laying of the 


concrete 


in the bed-rock of the river bed comparatively easy work. 
During tne sarily Spring of 1912, however, came the real test 


of the river's power end for two weeks the battle 


tween the rising water and the construction the workmen had 
bulit. Following foo) Conger. Otner perils threatened. 
Chief among them was the bombardment of huge ice j 
PP - Vie Correrdams, the Frise of water, end the 
winds thet brought violent wave action, threatening io. eS 


dermine and wash out the crevasse in the cofferdams. 


im the minds of every person who witnessed 
breaking of the ice on the afternoon of March 24, 19 


BO Femein @ Vivid picture. The ice in the rive r ade t0 
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Ge | coeur Rereons: aes she riverbank and while 
aa) ooper and his assistants watched with anxious -eyes for 
> opening attack, a lerge floe about a quarter mile square 
broke loose and floated down the river. The current carried 
Sh divectly, to the opening. The front edge buckled and 
piled up a solid wall of ice from the bottom of the river to 
Merese >On So Teet. above the water, Behind this came the 
Meer oe aes Cf 106, Dut the colferdams held. Huge cakes and 
biocks, weighing tons, each were hurled into the air as if 
by &@ gient hand. The constant booming as the gorge formed 
SOunded like the thunder of heavy artillery. Gradually, 
however, the tremendous weight of ice end weter behind the 
mass ortumb Le ead the gorge at its opening and soon huge por- 
ha0ns Of ib Were being forced through the gap, to sweep on 
down the river and make way for the rush to coms. 


Thet was the beginning of the trouble. In April the; 
PS 2teetGrs Was Menacea by rising water. For two weeks a. 
Peoeteeetecc nella. On April 7; with the weter at 18 feet, | 
and only a thin wall of earth, two feet wide, protect ng the 
Pee eho et ere trom eins inundeted, @ severe storm cams 
up about midnight. waves deshed over the earth embankment, 
and the end se ae Meieao. Cooper vas there. personally 
Girecting the fight. His men were holding the bank with 
sand bags. Fifty. ape were not enough. A call was sent for 
@ hundred more and by morning the dangerous stretch of the 
cofferdeam was covered by a mound of sand begs. The river 
Ten De2on. oO fall. The fieht hed been won. 


The river was completely dammed and the water turned 
from its regular channel through the lower structure of tne 
Power 2Ouse On Merch 15, 1915. After this the work became 
a task of carrying out the designs thet had been drawn by 
the engineers in concrete end steel. However, it did not 
ena the romence of the river. 


Work Of SUCH Mammoth “proportions es thet done in the 
Fiver necesserily affected meny people with property neer 
by. There were 1,300 property oWners above the dam whsre 
praperty wes affected by back weter. Of all of these, only 
Sete Gozen. demended prices for their lend that were un- 
reasonabls.end prohibitive. The stubborn attitude of these 
few compelled court action, end for the first time in Ameri- 
Can history, @ private enterpriss brought into plsy the law 
of eminent domain through coniemnst 16m preceedines. As 4 


93 









-PENe aby beaste# | 

fey chee Ayers att xi 
oe ot? oe ie eae Bi eo dk 

"eer [2 ety ve Sad ry 





*s ire ee 
+t wrt ». ile. f Bion | 
Py ® a a 2 wan, 364 












. the entire Piece 
oye above cet dam was. 
slands were inundated. A few 
t ed s were wiped out forever. All 
r suitable for g ies and domestic use was do- 
1 whomever wished it. About half of the town areas 
aerces Sandusky, end Galland were purchased by the 
of ont and this portion of all three was submerged. At 
Montrose it was necessary to move a cemetery. Fort Medison 
Wes practically forced to rebuild its sewer system. The 
Chicago Burlington, and Quincy trecks on the Iowe side of 
the river had to be elevated for a distance of 14 miles. 





: All obstacles were overcome andthe last bucket of 
cement was deposited on the lest day of May, 1913. The huge 
locks, themselves monolithic structures of solid concrete 
build upon the bedrock of the river, and lerger than those 
of Panama, were opened for the first time on June 12, with 
the simultaneous pessage of two of the lergest boests on the 
Pee et. 6 he Current sold to the St. Lotis Public Util- 
ities Company years before by Mr. Cooper, when he wes bending 

} every effort to interest capital, vas delivered to that com- 
pany on the night of June 30. In the meantime, a high ten- 
Sion transmission line had been erected 144 miles in length, 
mo cG77y they current to St. Louis. 


pete ede Cayo starve August £5, 1913, the. official 
@edication of the completed work took place. Governors 
Clarke of Iowa, Dunne of Illinois, end Lieutenant Pointer of 
Missouri essisted in the celebre bt on that marked the event. 


toe Gen proper is of the er ee syoe; tas is, Lts 
Slspe ie Such that it withstands all pressure upon it by 
eee oO 2oe DUlk., Without bracing or consideration of any 
provisions for taking cere of stresses and strains. The 
dam structure is composed of 119 spsns and is nine-tenths of 
Batis In -teneth, extending across the Mississippi from 
Pessuk TO the Lilinois town of Hamilton, On its top are two 
Standard gauge railroad tracks. The pover house, 177 feet 
De ieight.. or about thet of a ten story building, can hold 
On 1%¢ floor, without crowding, a5 many persons as the en- 
tire population of the State of Wyoming. Enough power is 
generated to illuminate sa thoroughfsre with ordinary 60 watt 
amps, pleced 100 feet apart, from San Francisco 0 Gne met 


ortheesterly point in Maine. Linear measurement of the 
Gonerete work, including dam, power house, ice ove ling lock, 
Oryacek, and see wali, covers two and one- “hal EME LeS « 
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held in. gheok. by 
i ieee ean) River to 
; originally nemed Lake Cooper, in 
OOT engineer who designec snd con- 
a the dam. “Soon goes the dam was opened, however, 
| United ‘Stetes War Department vetoed the use of the name 
"Leake Cooper" because of the established rule not to neme a 
government undertaking for a living person. Lake Keokuk was 
suggested instead, and Lake Keokuk it officially became. 









The erection of the’ tan end Government locks created a 
@reat pool of backwater which was essential for the estab- 
Tishment of a sufficient head of water to operate the high 
povered turbines and to rovide adequate navigation depth. 
Lake Keokuk becked over an erea of 100 square miles snd ex- 
‘tended 65 miles north above the power dam a Keokuk. In 
width the lake inundated from three-fourths of a mile to an 
expanse of three miles. 


Doo Mekine.of ~this..pool .recuired the condemning of 
@a.9,000 acres of productive farm land and the removal to 
Otter 10cati0ns. of Steam power plants, factories, several 
266 houses, dwellings, and numerous other kinds of property. 
About 50 miles oP sree Feeds fed to be cons rusted on 
higher levels. Railroad trecks were moved end rebuilt. Ap- 
proximately 5,00C acres of timber and brush were clesred and 
Memeo Go. tmorovye navigation in the lake. <A lake shore 
scenic highwesy on the Iowa side was macsdamized for its 
entace length from Keokuk to Fort Madison. 


Changing the level of the Mississippi submerged severel 
Pe-Gorio VoOints im North Lee County... Foremost . among these 
wés the huge boulder known es Mechanic's Rock, on which the 
steamboat Mechanic wes wrecked in 1850. -This rack wes sit- 
etees Ehe neaa of the. Des Moines Hapids, neer the Iowa 
emore. Before the building of the dam it stood abave the 
Surface in times of low water 6nd wes one of the landmarks 
used by pilots on the Mississippi. When it was covered with 
Water, boats could take the open channel without danger. 


Lemoiiese, the French trader who made a home in. 1820 
where 5a ndusky Was later built, was buried nesr the bank of 
the Mississippi. The waters of Lake Keokuk covered his 
Srave. 


995 















Th al eta 
SCG See 


ti feqoed ees 






: ay mK 
as —e a 
wy. “it backtev 
~ 


P ; Pt 
5 yar” ee oF 
uw. See 


. oT) Gok eer wide we 
so vit « 0% pala emane ae 
-) letoot eed Bae ,Daeeuae Beam 
19 ows of? te golenere Sam 
a , ; " { F 4 Ms am 7 
ti ? ‘ By } bi trumiel : “ 


: ; ti 7 if z Ke eo Board 








sip é@ 
ifforded deep Gate Breer i rea little 
- 65 miles, permitting steamboats to gain two 
time between the Keokuk landing and up-river pointses 
ared with previous conditions. The rising of Lake Keo- 
kuk formed the only really deep water in the Mississippi, 
deep enough to carry vessels capable of going on through the 
Panama Canal without breaking cargo. The great difficulty 
epouy) fiver terminals on the Mississippi was thet a dock 
might be out in deep water this week anda hundred feet or 
more inlend the following week. The dam made possible the 
Poleime Or GLermina! docks on the lake, et one fixed height 
above the water, vith great advantage to loading and unload- 
ing steamboats by power cranes. 


The first end most conspicuous result of the new lake 
Was the awakened interest in motor boating. Shortly after 
epee otrhreG1a! Opening of the jake in 19135, the sixth annual 
regatta of the Mississippi Valley Power Boat Association was 
held at Keokuk. Permanent amphitheatre seats were built oon 
ee erie is. below Rand Park, but well within the 
Piuy Limits. 


Pettioe, Hivierto Giscoursginegly difficult anywhere on 
Roe siver becauss of ‘the swift current, and entirely jhe. ae 
Sible ay Keokuk because of the rapids, sprang into immediate 
Cleo ierity,  Iihen Came a Doom in sculling, once pursued at 
Bbouriington under difficulties, but now revived there and 
also taken up With enthusiasm at Keokuk and Fort Medison. 
Rowboats, canoes, and outboard planes and skiffs were sud- 
Wer Cveryviere, Areas of the river where formerly canoe- 
See tec Nor jto Oe Thougnt of except for a. downstream 
gournucy Were now as easy and pleasant as on any large lake. 


The recreational activities continued and increased. 
On July 4, 1956 Lake Keokuk was the scene of a sculling re- 
gatta with Tea ee ond red Sculls. enivered, fhe prizes of~ 
fered on the occasion came from the Keokuk American Legion, 
which sponsored the event. Entries in the races were from 
Chicago, St. Louis, and other citics, with over ten thousand 
Spectators enjoying the program. 


another happy development following the creation of 


bore) eer. Was ule increase in the use of its shore lines. 
Boathouses, ice houses, bath houses, and summer cottages 
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2 <a i siepiaeitee Avia be- 
f and the pos "GHaedineg grounds. Federal 

/ prohibited tre shooting of geme birds from water 
any kind, and the birds throve under this pro- 
- n. Good hunting on season, nowevyer, prevailed in the 
adjacent sloughs end backwaters, and the creating of Lake 

Keokuk increased the number of such locations. Since the 
waters were so deep, and free from the usual boiling current 
Or the Mississippi, the lake provided a perfect year-round 

mome tor tne large mouth bleck bass and the wall-eyed pike, 
See eo, Lor, ome, for tne siiail mouth black bass. The 
overfloved timberlands dotted with tree stumps, snags, and 
Prush, furnished ideal feeding grounds for them. For a 
number of years the Federal Government, Iowa and Illinois 
“Rave been stocking Lake Keokuk with black bass. Some of the 
Dest fishing will be found at the mouths of various creeks 
emptying into the lake and into their various reaches be- 

cause bass prefer these waters. 


The story of Lee County was permeated by two great in- 
fe oee = Coe indian, enc the Mississippi River. The 
struggle by the whites for supremacy over the Indians began 
WiGnetne erection of old Fort Madison and continued until 
Ure Suri16 broke out finally in the fateful council between 
Diet Hawk and Keokuk, which resulted in the Bleck Hawk War. 
Wor nearly a century land titles in Lee County were snarled 
by the legal tangles arising from ownership in the Half- 
breea Tract, Black Hawk and Keokuk, Lee's two great Indians, 
were commemoreted in various ways in the county. Black Hawk 
Pepervue., sbove Tort Medison, was named for’ the time when 
bueek Fewk kept vigil over the activities of his white 
enemies; Keokuk the city took the name of the "peace chief" 
to honor the Indian who made the white man's course his own. 
Pub inden “iniluence was a thing of the past, while the 
power of the mighty river remained a living force. Towns 
were made and broken by tne great waterway. Keokuk was a 
gateway to prosperity in the 1880's when a thousand steam- 
boats a year touched her levees. Then the railroads thinned 
the river .traffic to a trickle and the tovms along that 
highway were eclipsed. In those dim days an old river cook 
was wont to bake a pan of biscuits each year to toss into 
The Piver as his boat passed Keokuk, in memory of all river. 
cooks who were dead. Then, after the building of the great 
Seite vio, tne Tiver asain: came” elive and once more 
Drought prosperity to Lee County. 
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